
be hoad over ail thing8 tD tho churcli." Rie is not only Ovor ili
things in his essontial dominion as a Divine person, but lie is ini'cst.
cd -withi absolute control. over ail tlîings as Modiator. His dominion
as Medint-or is co-extenstvo as te its objects -%itli bis dominion as
God. And -the Apostie afflirmis, that lie, who is thius exalted far above
.11l creatcd intellicronces,-aibove ail potontates and oartbly powcers
is by a ra'1cious fivine appointment, constitutod bond of' the ebuit.ll
Not lie1td ovor ait things iii the ssine sense in whvihel hie is hcead of
the cliurch ; but in the sense of possessing dominion and power over
all things, for the wolfaro and security bf the chtrcli. 11e vajs
given to bc ber hçad. Lot us thenl revorently acknziowledgo blis
higli authority, lot us render lcerful submisision te his holy iviii,
lot us love his porson, and glory in his beignant reign.

III. Let us now finally review the subjcct in soine of its practi.
cal boarings. In connootion with Chirist's hoeadship over bis Clnur'h,
several questions arise rospecting the relation in whichi civil gov.
orninent stands to it.

1. In tho first plaoo, there is the question of theo Magristrate's pow.
or in the churchi. Now, if the viqw wo have taken of Cbrist's head.
ship, is wvell foinnded, the magistrate, ap sucb, can have no pomverin
the churchi beyond what tine influtenwe of Iiis higli station gives Iiim
for gfood, in common with ail lier members. The office of the civil
magistrate is conversant, not with spiritual, but soiciy -witb tempo.
rai thi ngs,-tbe conscience with its conceras cornes not -%ithia lài
jurisdiction. Man as a moral agent is accountable to, God onlyfoy
his opinion:3; and for the inagistrato, wvitb coorcive power-tho only
power witli -%vhieh lio is armod-to exorcise a control over a nnns
judgment, or conscience, would flot only do violence to, it, but ivould
inctir the guilt of a grievous usurpation,--a daring eneroachuent
on the prerog,,atives of im wlîo is, Lord of the conscience; bes,',s
involving ail tho evils of persocution, already mentioneci. Eren
onactmoents gramting toleration, are flot un honor to amy nati'n. but

reproacb. It is xlîan's natural and unalionable riglit toe-..
God according to lis conscience; and for any governmeant or legis.
lature to assume the riglit of graating toloration in religion, is apre.
sumptuous interforence with the righits of liim, who is Lord oflordt
and Ring, of Rings; and a pretence to confer on mail a rigrht whieh
noe artbly authority cani lavftily citîner confer or witbbold.

At the samne time, civil rulers have it in their power to do muc
for religion, and are bound wvith ail others to enmloy their position
and advantages for promnoting tino practico of piety, that tbeir
example may bo felt and followed. Their station in soeiety, 'tud the
high autlîority witli whicb tbey are investecl in soeular inattors,-
if it is flot te o nployed te enforce religion, or to maintain sny
particular fon of christianity in preference to oitliers,-give them
influence, and impart to their example, to their counisels or solicit,
tiens, a force whieli they woulId mot otherivise possess: this iflue
and tiese advantages they cani and ought te, eînploy infaorofe
ligon Ty cari practiee religion tbemselves, and recnommend it by

their example, to others. They cari do much te favor the groat work
of christian liberality. They cari lead thecir ceuntenance tsunl
port, muicl turther than is ever donc, te associations forrned for>e
ligious purposes. Tbiey cani givo their active support to OVCIy

JulySernion.


