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There have been golden periods in tlic history of
nations when polifical progress wns extraordinary,
whea the people evinced the greatcst dcgrec of' happi-
ness ani confentment; but we caunot study ftic

history of these periods withiott seeing that fthc
govcrnment was ia tlie bands of rien wlîon, we ire
disposed te think, reared ski destined for thec
particular occasion, Ia tllnit period of' listery whien
Brifannia triumplied over ail lier t'oes ; wien. she who
previously had dwelt witlîin tlc limit of lier littile
island home spread herseif out l lier colonies to tlie
remotest parts of the globe; when mïglity tyranuy
bowed ifs head to muigyltier riglit, evea uintil the
poerest man ia lis c tage miglit bid defiance f0 ftic
force eof the ci'own,-Ivose liaiîd was at flic lielm?
'-t is about the namne of a Bruce, a Cromwell, a
Chathiam, a Washington, a Liacoln, or a~ Webster that
the neinories of flic dearest liberties cling-nam-es
tliat have corne down to us synibolic eof wisdomn,
paf riotism, and justice, which kecp flic names of flicir
count ries respecfed ia every land.

Sucli arc the distinctive marks of _- truc, polifician;
but how may one possess tliem? We kinow of
nofhineg te nourish these traits in a manl se surely as
1,11e priaciples of Cliristianity. Religion feaclies hlm
te do justice te bis fellow-man, rernembering that
there is a God, wlie knows snd will cerfainly punisli
tlie unjnst. It teacltes hlm to, love bis country-
rememnberingy that God creatcd no one to, be unhappy,
that lie designed man for society and is therefore
pleased Éif h every oniewho proinefes it. And, above
aill, if feaches hlm wisdom aud discrefion la flic
management of great, sifairs. The Great Governor
is himself the best instrucfQr la this science; in the
iule of' the Omniscient fliere must be fthc greatest,
wisdoni. Surely, then, those 'who mile, in whafcver
sphere, caa find ne beffer aud ne miser muode( of
geverrument than one in conformity te Ilis feachings.

We live s0 closely surrounded by blessings that wc
arc apt f0, become insensible of their greatness and
their source. We boast of Our civilizaf ion, Our
political frecdom and our laws, Mille we sem to
ferget cntirely how large a share is due te Cliristianity.
Indeed flhc polities of our country aud flic Clristianity
of ifs people we put at flic widest range -s if, like flic
lion and tlbe lamb, fhey were of sucli natures that fliey
cannot exist together. But aithougli fliere is $0

lamentable a fact as that polifies and Chrisfianity

rarely walk togeflier, still ftle pasf reveals thaf iliey
have oftea donç se and wifî flic best resulis.

Lookz over flic pages of history and s e ilio tliey
arc te, wli pesferify seemns most graitefuil. Perhaps
there is nef hing fliat a free people prizes more than
ifs ticedomn: tlian fliose riglîts, aud liberties ~hc
have cest flic nation an ocea of bleed sud ages etf
foil sud suffering fo, procure. Ameng fdiesel mention
may lie made of flic strnggle agrainst reyal des pot isim.
It is no longer, as forîncrly, fliat flic kingr is tlie only
free man lu tlic stafe sud fliat flic people exist simply
for flic pvxpose of being governed by hiai. Mca
have leanak a truc lesson. Christianity, flirougi flic
agency of a Milforn or a H-ampden, lias tauglit tbat
humnanity lias a nobler destiny fan te be flic foot-
stool te, tlic ambition ùf at few fâmilies.

Aflihongl mca of flic world deride flic notion of
infl-encing human afi'airs by any but selflsli mefti'es,
stUll hisfory is liglifcd up by great r.ames ia wlirm
tlic livclicst religions feeling is joined wifi flic loftiest
patriotismn, sud who have labored long sud earncstly
for their conscience sud flicir country: Especially
bas flis beca so ia flic work etofflic emancipation of
slaves. Here we have seen nations put forth their
powier and makze great sacrifices for a distant and
degrraded race wlie lîad ne cdaims uipon tlieo but

iosc of wronged and snffcring humauify. Tliere is
nothingr iu the hisfory of modern civilizatican more
frauglit -witli crime and suffeéring, fian flic siavish
condifion of flic negrees ; aqid nethingr more laudable
flian flic efforts made te set tlîe, free.

If we inquire "wlat gave flic nerees their liberty,"
hisfory plai nly ans we rs"1 Christinity." Thatwss tue
principal motive power whicli originatcd and sustained
every effort iii their behlf. Ia Eugland, perlîaps as
never before, flic peopîe responded f0 flic reasonings
et' Chrisfian pliianfliropy as l3nxfcr, Wesley, ýVhit-
field, Rlobertson, or ]?aley, from pulpiù sud platform,
lifted np flîcir voices againsf flic injustice. Clarkston
sud Wilberf'orce later joinedl in tlic denunciation, sud
lived f0 sec flic work su far complefed fliat ne more
slaves wcre te bie importedl. So far as Britain mas
concerucd, flic iniquifous trade had corne to an end
A quarter of a century 1sf or, by flic persevering efforts
of flic sanie zeal, slavery wvas complctely banislicd
froin Britishi dominion.

Ia America, flie same result was atfaincd by siaxilar
niesus. "ýWashing-toui, who, btefore lic dicd, providcd


