
BIOGItAPWCAL SKETCII OF JOUYl CALVIN.

Uich year 1534, the -utmost saverities Nvere inflict.
cd upon the reformers. Eight martyrs wcrc burncd
alive in Paris ; and te King, Franîcis, I., declared
that liewould nlot sparchis own ebjîdren if theyshould,
by any chance, bo ineeteti with ties I "cxccrable
liercsies," as lic eallcdl thecin. Calvin, grievcdl at tie
spirit of intolcranca aîîid pcrsectition thus manifestcd
tawards lus fricnds, deteriied te leave France, und
accordingly hc dia so, aller lîavig first ptiblislicd, nt
Orleans, a sanil work iii opposition te tlie doctrine
that the seul sloops whCn ini a state of separation frouai
the body.

In retiring froin France, lie proccedced as fat ai
Basie, wherc ha devoted himiself te tic study of the
Hebrew language, aend publislied luis Inîstitutes of the
Christian Religion, whiclî have lon.- been higluly valu-
ed as an excellent systemn of theology. .After coin-
plcting this incomparable %vork, lia set ont for Italy
ta visit Renec, tie Duchcss of Fcrrutra, and dauhter
of Louis XII., King- of France. Tite ihnterview M'as
very pleasing to both parties, and tendcd ta confinai

.the Duchess stili mocre strongiy iii lier auacliment ta
the reformced principies. During tha rest of Calvin's

life she continued bis sineere and steady frianid.

Front Italy lia passcll again into France, wvlicre hae
setdefi his affairs, and brouglit along tvitlu hina Antho-
ny Calvin, lus only surviving brother. His inten-
tien wa's ta returfi ta Baste or Strasburg, but in con-
:scqucticc of tuc war which, ragea iii varions intcrven-

jing places, lie was lad ta change blis route, and thlis

was conductefi by tce mysterious arrangements of Pro-
vidence to Gcncvn,-thic city witicli proved the scce
of his useful and laborious eff'orts iii tic cause of Christ
tlîroughout the 'whole of blis future life. Tite Gos-
PCl hadl Weore tlîis tsnebecn intrcdued inta Geneva by
the joint exctions of tw.o v'ery distinguisliad charac-
ters, IVilliam Farei ana Peter Viret. On reaching
the city, Calvin, waited upon thesa goci nien, when
Farci took Uic opportuniîy of urging lia ta train
with thymn and share tdîcir labors.* For sorti tinte
Calvin was resolute ini refusing to comply with the
arguments, pecrfui thougli thcy wVcre, %viiclî %veto
brought forward, 'whea ut lengtli raraI, witih aoient-
nity antd pathos suflicicnt te awc theinind, burst forth
in these words: I dcenounce unto you, iii the namte
cf Almigliîy God, that if, under the prcîcic of lire-
sccutiig your studios, you refuse to hîbor witîî us iii
this work of tic Lord, the Lord wvill ourse yen, as
sceking yoursclf rather than Christ." Tcrrifled hy
t'his drcadfui denuniciation, Calvin surreaalarcd Mii.
self tu tic disposai of thePresbytery luati MAagistrates,
W11o, Witth thc consent of thc peuple, ztppoisited Mii
preaclicrand invested i hm aise wstlî thc responsîble of-
fice cf Professor of Diviniity.

N~o sooner liat Calvin become connecta] 'with tie
churcli in Genecva, than he devateai bis powerful mincI
ta te considcration of its initernai condution,wliich -,vas
Yct unstttid. Basides publislhing afonnulatry cf dc
trine, und] a caîcliisni, lic indîtecai Uic citizcits openily

to abjure tia errors cf Popery, anti on tise WOLuI Ju]y
1 '539, tha scîtate aiid tia pcouple, opeiîly precedeai by
lt public scribe, sulenunly avoeved tlacir tsdlerec tu
the doctrine of the cliristian religion. For saine tiln
al violent opposition was madea to tha cxertiors of Cal-
vin by the Aniabaptîsîs, but so compiatcly did) lic si-
lence dicta is a ptublic dîspuitation, thiat thîey alinost
disa>îpeatcai front the elinrel of Geiseva. Anetiler
and a ioe copionis source of discouragmeît, low-
ever, arose frot tua divideai state of the city. Be-
sides thec profligacy wliel prevailcai aînong certain
classes of tic comainiity, ancien t ftuily fenîds lii>.
peneai about titis tinte lu bc rcevivcd. Is tiiz state of'
iîauters, %vlien thi muids cf ilie people wcre agiîated
witlî civil brus, ParcI, Cxle ii, and Couraut, opcniy
derlarei iliat îlîey coulfi nut conscienîîuusly administer
the Lord's Supper. Thîis se enragea the clîjef men
of the city, wlîa wec tlierscives opposeti te Calvin
and lis colcagues, tlîat tliese faitîful servants of Christ
were, ordereti te leave tha city witlthhe two days.
Wlîcn Calvin n'as informeai of tlie decrce 'whiclu hllf
passedl, lie calnily said, Il Certaiiîly, hllf 1 been ia tua
sers ice of aiea, tîmis wvoulii lirve beeti a bad rewarii;
but it is wcll thai 1 h2ve serveil Min, %vie neyer faits
te repay lus servants w'iuatcver hat lias occ promis-
cd.2)

Tita banisluîasent cf t'tsse thic dcvoteil moea pro-
duecai a great sensation lat the P.efurnicd cîturches
tlirougliout Switzarland andi Gcrmany. Various ai-
tenps %vore mnadle ta pravail upon the governors anti
people of Genava te recal tlicm ; but iii vain. Tlicy
reniaineti fican ta ilîcir purpose. Calvin accordingly
-,vent first ta Basic, tlien te Stcaisburg-, wliere, witlî tlie
sanction of tic seniate, lie was appointll professer of
divinity, witlî a liberal stipenfi. Tite ability witlî

svicîlie filled the chair t0 svhiclî lie liait baca choseni,
soon raised i s faume; andi sucli wats lus influence over
aven the civil autliorities of tha place, thiat lie succeeti-
cd in planting a Frencht churcli, anatisaroduceti sucib,
discip'line as lie appravei. Nor did he forg et bis
pour pcersccntcd flock at Geneva, but by his letters ea-
couraged and coniforteai tha tindler aIl thueir trials,
prcdicting thuat brigliter finys yet awaited tuent.

Wliile nt Strasburg, Calvin publishief his IlChiris-
tian Institutions" in a more enlargeai forae, Juis "lcoin-
nentaiy on tic Epistie te Uic Romans," and a valuable-

trcatise on the Lord's Supper. At tbis perioti also.
the Refornner marricai, by tiieav~ire of Bucer, Ilclcttec
dc Bure, the widcw cf a leader auanio. tho Aaibap-
tists.

In 15411 Calvin wvas appcintcd by the miaisters of
Strasbur- ta represenit thecm iii te cenfeirences Whicli
Chiartes V. crdcrcd te ba hcu], first at 1lVorss thon
at Ratisbon, for the purpcse cf attenlptiîg: a recuit-
ciliation bc-tweea the Protestants andi Romnîa Cato-
lies. Mlis appicau'aacs onl boîh these occatsions gave
great satisfaction, tend Melanlcîhliosi Paxîicuox Ww

se liighly delightaul, thai lie oficii licnouccd Lùis witlî
Uic na-ine cf "tha divine."


