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cqual to that of the famous giants
of California. The eucalyptus
leaves possess therapeutie proper-
tics whichi science is engaged in
-utilizing, and whicli make Aus-
iralia one of the most healthy
countries in the world.

The eucalyptus is not a hiand-
sorte tree. The leaves, which are
long', and drooping, hiaîf close lur--
in- the day, and give no slîade;
the trunk peels every year, and
the bark ha-.ngcs clown its sides in
,trips. The numerous branches
Nvrithe in dlespair in ail directions.
You feel a sentiment of saclness
penetratè -%ou at the siglit of this

green, without any intensity of
colour, and it neyer changes in
appearan ce.

And lîow describe that pro-
found, that solemn silence? 1
have been told that the bushman
aliiîost kses flic faculty of speech
iii many instances, and it wvas not
at ail unusual to hear of shepherds
hiaving gone out of their minds.
Miles tromi any towvn, unvisited
by anv human creature, save the
man wvho broughit him rations
fromn month to month, and wvhorn
lic missed seeing if hie happened
not to be iii bis lîut wvhen they- were
hroug(-lt. The shepherd is alone
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vegretation, to which nature bias
been niggrardly.

From the beginiing of April to
the end of October, Australia en-
joys a magnificeîit climate; but in
January, Februarv, and -iarchi
the lîeýt is suffocating. The
thermometer v*aries between go
degrees and 120 degrees in the
Sha'de :and, wvhen the north-west
wind blows, the atmosphiere be-
-comes almost unbearable.

But wliat a weird, sad-looking
Iandscape ! No brighit colours.
Ail is duill a'id sombre, everything
ý;eems to, be droopingr and rnourn-
ing. The verdure of the soul and
of the trees is more grey tban

in the solemnity of the bushi, his
only living companions tAie thou-
sands of meek sbeep and th.-
faithful dcg

Alone, the laughingy-jackass re-
minds you that : one may find
gYaiety everywThere, even in the
bushi. He laughs consurnedly,
and his " Hoo, hoo, hoo, hoo, ha,
ha, lia, ha," is comic in the higli-
est degree. WTen you hiear him
lauigl, you want to, laugh Nvith
linîi. This smallisli, thickset bird
lias a lîead almost as large as his
bodv, and a formidable beak, witli
NNhich- hie attacks and destroys
snakes ; s0 it is not surprising to
find that hie is held sacred bv the


