TnHe COMMERCIAL

ccogulsed authority on uil matters

K res: W
w o Buperior, the Proviuc
o Manitoba aud British Coumbla and the
Territories.

Twentieth  Year of Publication.
ISSUBD EVERY SATURDAY.
scriptions — Canada and the Unlted
W00 per ‘annum I advancer of
: whet not wo pald;. other countries,
W in adva

Chunges for advertisements or

shoud  be In not
woriiog.

th ts Durporting to be uews
o which express  the
Of This Journal, wiil mot be '

stops
inter than Thursday

el
*Ulie 210 MeDermot Bt. Telephone 224
D. W. BUCHANAN,
Publister,

NIPEG NOVEMBER 30, 1901,

PURCHASE HOME MANU-
FACTURE
At a recent meeting of the Canadian
Manifaoiurers’  Assoclation, J. ©
Thorn.of ‘Toronto, referred to the mat-
i of purchusing imported goods, in
1 © to home manufacturers. He
thought an effort should be made to
clucate the people as to the quality
manufaciures. “At present,”
we ure importing $110,00,000
of goods from the United
ox much of which should be
bought here.” The people of this coun
iry do not know what fine goods and
variety of manufactures
tv make in this country.

perhaps  naturally  enougii

much of the time of the annual meet
Ing of the manufacturers wus devoted
tarlff, we belleve Mv. Thorn
touched a point which might be acted
ipon 1o great advantage. Many Can-
adians are not loyal in the selection
of their purchases, There is an idea
abrowd In the land that it is the “cor-
1hing” to seek out the tmported
irticle when making purchases of
many lines of goods. This Idea Is per-
haps not as prevalent as i was some
A+ 4go, but it still exists. If Can
s could be educated to give the
nce generally o home manu

ures, the benefit which our coun-

Iy would receive from such a policy
would be almost incalculable, Our
nanifactures would at once be enor
mously increased, and our industrial
pupulation would be increased in like
proportion. The result would be a
Increase in - the home con-

the products of our

. orchards, ete., to the

it benefit of our agricultural popu-

of hume
be sild,

While
af

we talk much about exports,
Wl the home market is the best
market for our producers in almost
vy commodity. I our people could
* induced to give a loyal prefer-

' home-produced goods, it would

Bive the country a boost forward on
oad 1o prosperity which would be
hiroughout the length and breadth

'he land, and in this prosperity all

| share. The importance of the
matter is such that W would seem
frilly worth while making some or-
efflort to cultivate a loyal

ment of ¢his nature. The pur

« of Imported goods to the extent

It ls carried on, 13 not a matter

{ necessity nor of advantage to our
L In many lines just as good
“ven better value can be obtained

!i= home-produced article. Much

'« preference for imported articles
DIy @& perverse notion which pre-
Valls with certain people. Canadians
4 bulMing up a large foreign trade
I wome articles, In competition with

! could only license,
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the world, and the goods are consider
ed equal to the best, while at home
some of our people profess to bekeve
that they must have an Imported ar-
ticle. There are some lines which are
imported  quite largely into Canada
while our manufacturers of the sam
articles have a reputation in foreign
markets for making th.  very best
goods obtainable. This s onld be con-
clusive proof that €o some extent at
I=ast, the preference for aported ai-
ticles i3 unreasonable.  If the people
Coulst only be made to feel that by the
pelicy of selecting  lmported  goods
they are robbing th Ives and their
country of much of the prosperity
which would otherwlse accrue to us,
we fancy the situation would specdily
be changed. It should not take a very
Breat effort to convince the people
of the disadvantage of Importing so
much goods which can be produced at
hom A loyal movement to encour-
age home production and secure greal
er prosperity for our people, by giv
Ing the preference to home-produced
articles and commodities would, we
believe, readily recelve the sympathy
of the public, and would open the eyes
of many persuns who quite thoughi-
lessly are working Injury to their
country by selecting imported goods
when making purchases.

President P. W. Ellis, of the -
lan Manufacturers’ Assoctation, has
figured out that one person is em
Ployed for every $1,28 worth of goods
produced, and that each person so em-
ployed, supports four persons. On this
basis, If our people would purchase
home produced goods to the value of
sy  $50,000000. instead of that
amount of imported wares, we would
have work at home for about 40,000
additional persons, representing an in
dustrial population of 13,000 people,
or equal to the population of one of
our largest chies. This increased
population would consume the entire
production of hundreds of our largest
farms, besides In turn making more
work and business for other Industrial
and mercantile interests,

—_—
LIQUOR LEGISLATION IN
MANITOBA,

The decision of the Privy Council cf
Great Britain, the highest court of tie

emplre, that the Manitoba Liquor Act
Is good law, and that the provinces
Ppossess constitutional power to pro-
hibit the sale of intoxicants, is the
opening of an entirely new field of
history in liquor legislation in Can-
ada. Hitherto the view has obtaine.
that the Dominion alone could pro-
hibit, and that provincial legislation
tax, and regulate
The agigation for provincial prohi-
bitlon hadl its birth in Manitoba,
little better than ten years ago, when
the  prohibitionists, hopeless as 1o
early success In the Dominion arens,
bombarded the Greenway gove
ment for a provincial enactment
Hon. Mr. Greenway promised a ple-
bigcits upon the question, which wes
taken in 1891. The result was a large
vote of the electors, standing about
three to ofie in favor of prohibition.
17 the political object of the pleblscite
Wwas to stave off a troublesome ques-
tion, It was wretched diplomacy, for
It gave new heart and new hope to
the advocates of prohibition. They
made strong demands upon the Bov-
ernment, to implement the Pldge
which accompanied the plebiscite, but
again Premler Greenway proved him-
self a poor politician. If he had mov-
®d up the restrictions upon the bar-
room, which after all is the centre
of temperance attack, he would have
held the sympathy and support of th.

rank and file, if not the leaders of the
prohibition army, but his fallure 10
enact any favorable legislation, rapid
Iy ripened an aggressive prohibition
sentiment,  which  demonstrated  it«
political strength and  tempted th
Opposition.  Immediately before ch
provinclal elections of 1899, the Op-
position convention Inserted a plank
It Its platform, promising that it th
party were entrusted with power, u
prohibitory law, to the full limit of
the constitution would be enacted
How far this helped them in the elec-
tons, it i3 not easy to say, but the
Bovernment was defeated, the Opposi
tlon returned, and the prohibition pol
lcy was a thing of practical politics
Hon. Hugh John Macdonald, the new
premier, prompuly proceeded to fulfil
the promise of the party, and at the
first session of the Legislutive Assem
bly early In 100, introduced and car.
ried through the House as a govern-
ment measure the now famous Liquor
Act. It I8 not o much to say that
the enactment was a  surprise ani
disappointment to many supporters of
the government, who regarded the

rty pledge as a mere political ruse
to capture the temperance vote, and
honorable citizens will have little sym-
pathy with those who have
holsted with their own petard,
friends of the new legislation
thoroughly organized, and they
led by well trained and astute
who could not be easily vut-generall
in political diplomacy.

A new chapter was opened when the
Act was attacked as to its constitu-
tionality, and referred to the courts.
The provincial court of King's Bench
decided that the law was ultra vires,
and many were ready to say that the
temperance people had been dished
and  the Act  purposely made
too  strong, that it might be
defeated in the courts, but the temp-
erance people who had been consent
ing parties to the provisions of the
law, seemed to be sure of their ground,
and they insisted upon an appeal i
the Privy Council. By special permis-
slon the appeal went direct to the
Privy Council of Great Britain, with-
owt argument in the Supreme Court
of Canada, and much time was saved.

The decision, which was made
known on Friday of last week, seems
1o be very sweeping, although the full
text has not vet been received. ‘Lhe
Free Press says: “The decision ls
one which leaves the Act whkhout a
flaw In its perfect and entire valldity.’

The Act may be brought Into forc
at any time by proclamaiion of the
Lieutenant-Governor-inCouncll, but it
will not likely come Into operation un
Ul the expiry of dhe present license
year, on the last day of May next.

The Act 1s a voluminous document,
of more than forty pages of prini.
but i can be intelligently described in
a few short paragraphs. It completely
prohibits the sale of liquors for bever
age purposes within the province
The only legitimate sales shall be for
use in the arts, medicine and sacra-
mends. These sales are en-
trusted to  druggists who take
out special licenses for the
purpose, and the regulations are
very stringent, and evidently framed
with a view to make the purpuse of
the law attainable.

The penalties are severe. For a
first offence against the Act a fine of
not less than $200 or more than $1,000,
with imprisonment for default, and
for a second offence, not less than six
months' imprisonment or more than a
year. A licensed druggist, who is con
victed twice also loses his license and
is debarred from daking out another
for three years.

been
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Wholesalers and manufacturers are
not prevented from Keeping
or making
there are

on hand

hquors for e« ort but
strict regulations for
undertakings ¢o prevent sale
sumption in the province.

The law ntemplate any
Interference with genulne private hos
pitality or use of liquors, but forbids
the presence, use, gift, or distribution
of liquors in clubs, oflices, halls, places
of business, public boar
lodging houses, or where (here
gathering of people or any disord
The clauses against giving or treating
are panticularly drastic

In cases of accidents from intoxica
tion, It is provided that in addition to
other penalties,
or gave the
for damages.

The machinery for
very elaborate, and in reading it
15 Impressed that the legislutors antici
pated difficully and attempted to pro
vide for every ntingency.  Salaried
officers of the attorney-general's .
partment, styled “inspectors,”  up

arged with the enforcement, and ir
formation may b lakl before
magistrates anty
which case e 15 no
conviotlons. Private citizens may give
Information to inspectors in confiden
and their connection with the case fs
not to be divulged. In a word the re
sponsibility for working the Act falls
upon the machinery of the govern
ment and does not depend upon priv
ate prosecution, altuough the atier 1=
not forbidden,

The decision of the Privy Council in
upholding the Manitoba
10 have a very fmportant effe
the temperance movement |n
pants of Canada. The temperance
sentiment Is perhaps quite as strong
in some of the other provinces as it 15
in Manitoba, and the temperance peo-
ple will now becom,
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who suld
be prosecuted

enforcement

Police
Judges, i
appeal from

more aggressive
nding legisintion,
Island  has
practically copled the
and is enforcing it now
convictions under it,
higher courts,
gerved until ¢he
neil ki

already
Manitoba Act,
A number of
were apj
and decisions were
finding of the Py
wn. Other provin,
\\III undou btedly follow and the
periment of suppressing the sale uf in
toxicants will no doubt be ma

GOOD SETTLERS,
The large dmmigration of a
class of settlers from the Western
States into xhe prairle regions
Western Canada, is one of the
tures of the present year. This class
of immigraton promises to speedily
become the most impoctant of all, if
has not already eclipsed  all
sources In numbers.  Settlers
these states have been swarming all
our prairie country during the
present year. They are a good class
of sedtlers—probably the best we could
et.  They famidar with peairie
farming methods, and will have less
her unlearn  about
18, In adapting  themselves to
conditions here, than any other class
of settlers who have come Ko this
country. Many of these new settlers
were formerly Canadians, or British
subjects.  Years ago there was an
enormous Immigration of Canadians
nto the western states, and many of
those who are coming north to vur
prainles are Canadians who moved to
these states,
ago The Commercial fre-
quently urged that more aktention
should be given to the western states,
In our effarts to secure settlers for
our praivde reglon. The wisdom of
100king to these sates for settlers, has
‘been abundantiy demonstrated. The
movement which has now set in, is
almost sure to dnorease. It has a
force within itself which will tend to
expand the movem hose who
come will write back to friends, and
in this way the country will be adver-
tised and more will be dnduced tn
come.

good




