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(Concluded.)

In the corridor they oncountered Mr. Swcetapple searcbing for bis
dangbter. Consigning Clernsncy ta his care, Raîf pursued Algernon Duc-
kett, whose mations suggested those of some hueted creature doubling ta
ils torm. Suddenly he shot ahead, and wa. lost te vicw. But, guided
more by instinct than knowvledge, Rilt, still foilowing, tound himnself pre-
sently confronted by a etrange, weird spectacle.

Before hlm was a wide, low room, round the roof of %yhich long tangues
afflimes woec licking. In ene corner a red-hot furnace added ta the heat
and glare; and movirig to and tra were mec wi(h scared faces and set teet ,
endeayoring desperattly ta bide, or remave, a heterogenous assemblagc ai
ireplemeets and material.

In a gianice Ral took in it.s meanir.g. Tht blazing furnace; tht heaped
raw mttal ; the table strewed with odd tools, moulde and dits ; yet, as bc
gazed, a strange pity lilird his hcart.

IlTrapped, by Jove 1' a voice at bis elbow proclaimed triumphantly.
«Exactly what 1 thougbt. Comne on, my men, we hhsve 'cm at last!'.

It was Deau, the everseer, transformed into an ofticer ef police witb bis
myrmidons at his back.

Raîf comprehended afl. Tht dies; tbe metal ,the levish expenditure;
the latge batik depasit. And Algernon and Clemency were lovers,!

Ht pusbed the police official atido, dr3gged bis rival, almost by main
force, through tht confusion o: smoke and Plime, and hurried hlm eut jeta
tht niàht and falling raie.

"'Go," lie cried, pointing out ieta the shsdows. "Escapewiile yetyou
may. Here," ho tare a leaf frota his pocket book, sud hastily wrote thereon
a few wards, "lgo ta this address-.yeu will bc sate there untit I coe

IlMy father," exclaimed the Youeg ma wih a generoaity that did hlm
credit; I cazna: lave him ta bear the blow ajonc."

IlYour rcrnaininig eau avail hlm notbing ; bc is nlrcady secured," Raîi
stid coldly. Il Ie is oId with bis oins behind bim. Yon may yet have time
te rcdeem, and ta atone."

Why had ho donc it 1I Uc scarceiy knew. For Clemency's sake ?
Did Clemency love this manc? And, if so, liow would she bear-bow must
be break Ia ber tht knowiedgc of bis diggrace.

Ht went back wearily ta wlitre hc bcd loft ber and ber father,
reigning tht doomed wcst wing and its ncst of coiners ta their inevitable
fate-.

Alrezdy rumors liad flowc amongst the excited gucets. Thunder stili
ruoebled, raie feli, but leas beavily, and moet were now departing as might
bc. Tht fire le tht west wing 'vas almost extinguised-the place a main.

Raîf drCW CleMency's bond again 'vithin bis arrn.
IlDear," he said simply, Il ve will go home-tht foast lsecndcd."
Then bcnding bis bcad s0 loir that noue but herse:. could hear his

wards:
"But yanr lover is sate. Ah me, swcethart-your laver P"
"Nay, 1 arn wcll picased he cf whom you speak shouid escape; but,

Ralf-my lover?"
Glemency's clear tacts taltered snd broke. Tht cyts she upiifted ta

Eaîra vert bumid witb reproach.
Meeting tbcir shy appoil, at lut Railunderstoad. AI:bough tbc childish

becait bad vibratcd on fancy's pivot, truc as the meedie it reverted ta Lovc's
poic.

TU E EN D.

A DETECTIVE SUCCESS.
CIIAPTER I.

A few ycars ago I lest my situation as cierk and accasianally traveller
in a large London bouse-tram no fauIl cf my awn, as the firm failcd J; but
it vas a sud blair te me, as I had but fkw friends, none who could help me
ie getting emp!cyment, and, wivbcb ias almost the most paiefel part et the
calastrophe, 1 mas about ica bc marricd. Nom I felt ebaigcd ta pastponc
the event, altbougb 1 had been lookicg forward ta and boping fur it for the
iast cighite montbs, and hcd been saving cvery possible sixpence with a
view la startirug a real home et my aivn. 1 bel:cvc-I arn sure, indceed-
that Blla wouid bave meatried rne, bravie)g ail risks of paverty and bard-
ships, but 1 was not quitc so sc.trsh as tu aIhow this. Sa shr- wcnt on 'with
ber w'--abtsh vas a board echool tcacher a feir miles eut of lAndon-and
I !4jokcd out for a cituation.

1 movcd tram my thien Iodgings, ivhicb vert le an eut-af-l.he-way quar-
ter, and ta6k a couple~ af raoms je a more central spot. These ve
good large roome, and cheap, but ane room *wanld bave bee cnough for
met, bcd it not been for my havieg bought anie littie stock cf furniture,
wbicb 1 vas bonnd te store sorneirere.

So 1 took this pàrior floor, and then set te work ta advertise, te -ansirer
advcrtisements, ta caîl at countiog-hauses, te loiter about tht city, and, le
short, ta ive the litc whicb bas always bce led b>' xyriads ef ueiucky
dlerks and shopnicn, and whicb tnust bc, I sbauhd suppose, in actuel înisery,
decidedhy verze tban pendl servitude or shavery.

This liad mot lasied long, yct I bcd already experlcnccd ane or Iwo
sickcning dlsapuointments, had been just tue, laie, and su forth, wiren, as 1
vas scatcd, dejectcdly cnough, ie my parlir ane cvening, a double knock was
heard si the strect doar. This wua followed by a strange veice asking for

,Mr. jonces,," and then the littie servant tapped at the door, saying, "lA
gentleman wants to sec Yeu, air."

0f course I gave the usual reply, and in a marnent hsd run over half-a-
doxn posaibilities connected with my recent pilgrimagea, and had decided
which was the most Iikely ta furnish my present viaiter; then he entered.

IMr. jones, 1 believe 1" ho said. I conflrmed bis conjecture, and
învited him ta, bc seated. IlYaur time is no doubt valuablo, Mr* Jones,"
he began, Ilse I wili speak plainly nt once. I wieh you ta undertake a
business which may be difficult, and which is sa painfui that it 'rcquiros the
utmost deticacy in its management. I need hardly say that I have the
utmost confidence in y ou."

I arn niuch pieased, although I must awn surprised, ta hear yau say
sol' I replied. It %vas a half-mumbled reply, for 1 wa really taken aback
by the tone of our converration.

"lAh, that ie the way witb yau aIl 1" exclaimed my visiter, wlih a most
familiar smnile ; "lbut when I tell you that Alderman Wallerson sont me to
you, you will nolongerbeosurpriecd. ArnI rigbt ?"

'I arn much abliged ta that gentleman," 1 returned, "lbut I have not
the honor cf bis acquaintance, s0 do not know-"l

"lOh, corne, cume !" interrupted the stranger ; Ilyau do flot meaii ta tell
me that yau neyer heard of the Alderman-who lives at Hampstead, yoii
know."

"I own I have heard of him," I commcoced.
Ah, that will do," again interrupted my ViBtor. I suppose I must

not expect more from a gentlernin of your profession. Well, my naîne
is Fyles-yau know my place an Tower [lill, 1 daresay ?"

I do," 1 returned, gctting more and more confused as the intervie-W
ment an.

IlNo dotabt you k-now everyboc7y," continued the stranger, rcpeating bis
curiaus smile. "lWell, Mr. Jones, I wish you-I can hardly, even now,
make up rny mind ta teli you-I-I wish you ta watch my wife."

"To match yaur wife 1" I exclaimed.
"I cannt wonder atyaursurprise," he wcent on. IlWe are na longeryoung

people; the time of life at which yau have been used ta and expect such
tbings is past with us> ;we are each nearer fifty tbau farty yeara of age.
Yet 1 cannat resist my information, which in some respecte I have tcsted,
and so, as I alway8 have beeu master ie my awn bousehold, and as I will mlot
endure any trickery, 1 amn resolvcd ta, probt this matter ta, the battorn, came
what may of it."l

IlBut what amn I ta do ?" I niturally askcd. IlI do flot knaw Mrs.
Fyles, and, besids-"l

IlI will takc carc that yon, sec hier," said my visitar. "lYen will came
ta rny office ta-morrow and say that Yeu have applied for the position of
temporary clcrk , you could manage ta do &,)me straightforward, easy clerk's
work if rcquired, no doubt. Buat I will take care ta arrange fbr yaur absence
during the first week, ai any rate."

IlIf I can do nothing cise I can do clerk's worlk," I rcturned.- "And
if your fricnd, Âlderrnan What's bis-name, knows me-"

y..Yes, yes," said Mr. Fyles impatiently; "lhe told me you woe cm-
ployed in a counting-housc when he first kncw yau. Very well, yoa shalt
sen Mm8. Fyles, and you must keep ber in siglit when she goce eut. Ask
for Mr. Stamps, ta marraw, bc is xny hcad clerk. 1 need net say boy im-
portant silence is ;- such an affair, as you must knowr better than I do what
is wantcd. Here arc ten pounds, ya will not find mnt illiberal et the ed
cf your work. Good evening."1

And with this brief leave-taking he ment eut.
It would have seemed ail a dreain but that before my eyes, and witbin

my lechl, there iay on the table the ten glittering pieces et goid bc bad
piaced thero, and thesc were a patent argument as ta the reality cf the inter-
view 1 Whn cvcr heard et the likc? What could have made 11r. Fyles pick
me eut for such 'work, and stili marc wondertui, what couid have ieduced bis
fricnd, tht Alderman ta recomnieud me? The mare 1 thougbt about tht
matter the more puzzled 1 grew, and the more unplcasantiy praminent grew
tht tact that 1 had net tht icast idea how I should go about tht work te,
whicb I was in a snanner pledged, and in trying ta execute wbich I zho,'24
b: sure ta display egregiaus incapacity.

1 resalved te tske a stroil in zho cool cvening air and thick tht matter
cirer, but as I opencd the door 1 ni, just entering, the enly anc (if my

fea~v dgers-the bouse iras a large onc, and had a hoitt cf inmates.-with
whem I had made the sliglitest app aach ta intim2cy. This waa a young
teilow ont cf a situition liko rnyselt, it appeared, but I doubted 'whethcr hc
would cver get, or, at any rate, hoid anather, for hc looked likc a man ie
the cirly slegc of dccline. He was a good-laoking, gentlèmanly youeg
follaw, but tee sligbt; bis eycs iverc ton bright, his voict too, hollow, and
ibere was a little, trublesrme backing ccugh which I was sorry te hear in
so Young a rman.

IlMr. jones 1 IIow fortunate 1" he exciaimed. 41You are tht vcry per-
son 1 mas in search of. 1 have orders for the thcattrc, and 1 thought yau
rnight like ta go with rie. Can you comn- ?"

This was just wbat I could have wished. It was cot the way ta geL à
long cool vain cf reflection over my puzzle, but le rcality' I wvas glad ta
avaid think-ing about it, sa I immcdiateiy coesented, and thoni as vwo usualiy
azked cf cach allier, 1 inquired if bc bail an>' luck during the da>'.

Il o; tbat is tn say, mot cf the rfght sort," bc returned wîtb a laugh,
which was anly bis caugb disguistad; Ilyet I bave heard something whxch
makes me thiek 1 ahal go abread agaîn."

"lAgain 1" 1 echoed. IlI did flot knaw yau had ever iivcd abroad."

"I 1 hought evcryoc knew that," ic said ; <' but my Soing and siaying
~Vere Dothicg te boast of, so perbaps 1 did met tell you. IIow have you
fared ta, day 1'

I actuailly apencd my lipa te tell hini c.f my add adventure, but u I d14


