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OUNR NAVAL RESOURCES,
(From goe o 1y and Navy Jovenal,)

‘Thoro arosonie (ifty odil iron clads of the
manitor class luid up, for the most part at
Lenaguo Islaud, many of which ure not worth
the cost of their repair, Tho Secrotary of
the Navy frankly admils that their useful
ness has passed away or i8 passing away, and
ho corroctly adds :  “ Thoy makoa part of
the necessary expenditure of tho great war,
and the nation must accept tho loss, and
from its abundant resources must supply
tho deficienoy thus occasioned.” This view
wao trust congrass will promptly accept and
?qct upon in their ourrent logisiation for the

avy.

Fgr our part, we are satisfied it is wiso to
thiow out of present consideration a large
part ofour iron.olad Navy, nnd transfer many
if not most of tho vessels to tho scrap.iron
heap, It was created for a special purpose,
aund it served that purpose very well; con-
tributing at least its due proportion to-the
suppression of tho rebellion. Tharefore its
present diminished value is no moro to be
considered than the arsenals left full of
small arms at the olose of the war, thevalue
of which improved breech-loading weapous
had .so reduced as to mako the Goverpment
glad to sell them at one-fourth of their cost
value. Precisely in the sune epirit these
useless monitors should be disposed of at
whatsoever price thay will bring in the mar-
ket, or cven at the worst for old iron. For
any naval purpose, the citiro lot ars mere
ruhbish, and should bo so e:timated in-all
cfforts towards tho maintenance of the'na-
val force required by the exegeucies of our
connnercinl position, and the halional in
torests that require wateh and protection,

At the same time we hive one great ad-
vantagethutl wo are able to profit by the
vast and continuous experiments in naval
as well as in military resources of offence
and defence which the great Buropesan
powers aro obliged to makoe. But to rely
wholly on such experiments will not be safe
or expedient by any means. Under the in-
spiration of that great practical genius for in-
vention which characterizes our pénple, we
assuredly have our indopendent tirld to be
occupiced, and from which to make important
cont:ibutions of inventions cilculuted to
enhance ournaval resources. Novertheless,
we repeat, tho necessity that suck n mam
time power as England in her indular posi-
tion, is under to stimulate and <levelop
every possible means of naval improvement
is fortunate for us, and wmay, it properly
utilized, save us large expenditures, veiy
much as theenterprise and sharp spirt of
competitionon the part of private indivi
duals in this country have saved tho Gov
ernment nearly all the expenss of having
at 1ts disposition at least threo different
breech loading rifles of American wvention,
better than any as yet produced in  Enrope.

Already tho costly. prolonged, and far
reaching experiments made i Engl i, at
Shoeburyness—that marvellou-ly obstinate
battle whicinis there being lought out be-
wveen armor and armument—bave demon-
strated that while thero are rigid bounds
the possible thickness and impregnability of
armar plating which shps ¢ Lo made to
carry, nosuchliout s yet neen rexched in
regwd to tho sizo of ordnance and project-
iles, with their corresponding destrucuvo
power. And ndded to that fuct, a3 wo sud
10 our last 1ssue, is the torpedo, that tur-
nible auxtiary force against iron armored
vessols of any present conshruction.

Upon tins subject there is no division of
seatiment. Vue lughest naval commy uders
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our naval coustructors, and our military en-
gineers agreo as (o the important part whioh
torpedo vessels and torpedo contrivances
many bo confilentinlly expected lo take in
neval and military operations hereafter,

In the French navy there were no less
than fifty iron clad veasels of the most
powerful description ns yet “dovised at the
outbrealk of the Franco Prassian war, with
an armament of more than 640 guns of the
heaviest calibre 3 and yot, simply from fear
ofa thorough {orpedo servica on the part of
tho Prusstan engincers, that grout forco,
crented al an enormous cost, was rendered
wholly inactive and as powerless for offonce
in Peussian waters, ns if built of deal boards
andarmed with fire-engines. And wo mny
add, thattheso French armor-plated ships
although of o high degree of fmpregnability
18 a class were also faster than the wtoodon
vessels of the American navy, The English
have constructed even n moare formidable
iron-clad navy than the French, both ns to
numbers and characters of vessels, and with
guns of weightior metal. Many of these
ships have attained tho speed of fourteen
knots an hour, and no expenditure of money
has been spared in theiwr construction, yet it
is now apparent that not tho best of them,
afloat or under construction, not even the
Glutlon, would be impregnable in a conflict
with ordnance already in use ; snd thera is
not ono of them that would not be pitably
at the mercy of o readily contrived torpedo
boat of comparatively small cost. Ilence it
would look very much like an absolute de-
monstration that all this enormous expendi-
turg in England and France upon jron ar-
mored vessels, in greatpart, has been to no
materinl purposo, so far as the future_naval
warfure between two great powers 1s oon
corned, except to develop tho resources of
artillery and torpedoes.

Happily we ave in the condition to profit
by this Evropean demonstration and expe
rience, and we shall be grossly culpable if
we do not profit both inregard to what we
should provide and that which we should
avoid. Of course we shouldfpot run into
any wastaful expenditure in the unnecessary
attamp-t to keep pace with European navies
in their extent, but wecan nover safely con-
seat to be inferior in the ordnance of our
veasels, in their speed, and in their general
Btness as sinple shivs for the exigencios of
modern naval war. At present we are do
plorably deficient and inferior in these ros-
pects.

" In efforls towards the education of our
naval oflicers we have likewise something to
imitate. The growing and controllivg in-
fluenco of modern science upon the busiuess
of war, makes i1t imperative that the naval
officers’ field of knouwledge and acquire-
ments should be something very different
from that of a Decature, a Lawrence, s Perry
or a Stewart. ‘Tho school at Aunapolis sy
fill its measure,’but it is a cadet school at
best, n school for boys, and open to what we
have s1id in connection with all such. Jtis
effective and most valuablo as fur as it goes,
but there is somothing more needed for na-
val as well as army officers than mere cadet
cducation. This is comprehended in Eog-
land ; we should at once follow their exam
pla ; and the cost involved wouald be trifling.
‘Thers should be founded either at Anuapo-
hs or some convenient navel yard, an ad-
vaunced class for naval officers of at least
three years sexa-service, at which they shall
te taught all thnt tho most nd'vanced sci-
cnces may havo to impart that can bo of v
1ue or bexar upon navsl operations, aud thus
sorve to keop our officers, as they have al-
ways been bitherto, the peers in all things of
any naval officers in theworld.
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In snother &mrliculm-, immediatn cfforls
ove exigent. In dry.dock facilities wo are
absolutely inferior to tho appliances of n
singlo privato establishment in England,
that of the Lainle. Andin this connection
wao hopo our Congress will bo induced to
weigh tho roport of the present avcomplish
od chiof of tho Beauicau of Yards and Docks
whe has Iately mnde a survey of foreign na
val yards. Our dock resources are dnn{;or-
ausly anequatl to contingencies, the possibul
ity of which it were folly to overlook or not
provide for, The English Admirality is ex
aending $30,000,000 in drck yards, and

ermany having inveusted £9.000,000 in her
prudent, economical fashion upon tho e:x-
tablishment at Wilhelmshaven, 1s doing as
much more at Kiel. Even tho Italians have
dock accommodations at Splezzin, far great
gr than any establishment in the United
States. .

Tug [lon Judge Dunkin's lute constitu
tents marked their plensure at his elovation
to the judicial beneh, and the serviceshehas
rendered the county by a public dinner at
Sutton, in the county of Bromo, on Thursday
tho 8thinst. The Hon.Sir G. E. Cartier,
Bart, Minister of Militla and Defence, in
reply to the toast of tho Ministry delivered
the following statesmanslike and patriotic
speech s:—

#Sir George E. Carlier, on rising to reply,
was received with the most unreserved ap-
plause. Hesaid he had expected a great
deal of kindness in being among them.™ Ile
expected! of course, in coming to the din-
ver to be surrounded by the British inhabi-
tants of the county of Brome and adjacent
counties, and though not belonging to the
same r:ce and religion as the majority of
those around him, he expected a good and
hearly welcome at their hands. He did not
expect, however, that at that festival they
would have had the delicate kindness--so to
speak—at the moment he was going to ro-
sgond to the toust, of greeting his ears with
tho music of a song which he had composed
when he was n student at Iaw, Every young
man liked to sing, his nationalsong, and no-
thing could have been more pleasing to him
thw to hear the song he had composed so
long ago now sung as & cordial greeting to
him by the people of that county. He
would recollect it sll the remainder of his
life. But cuming to the toast with which he
hud been connected as a member of the
Privy Council, he would return, both on ac-
count of his colleagues and himself, hismost
sincere thaaks. In doing so he knew there
véro gentlemen present who did not ap-
move of the policy of bis colleagues and
himself. Still he was very much obliged to
them for havingdrank tha toast in so hearty
amanuner. He (Sir George) had beon allud-
ed to us having been connected with public
life for so long a period, and it would be falso
modesty on his part to say that his career
had not met nowunl then with a certain
measure of success. If it had, the credit
was not due to bimsell but to the party to
which he belonged; and it was due also to
them, the inhabilants of the county of
Brome. The miincipal cause was in the fact
that he hnd been supported not only by a
majority of French Canadians, but by a large
proportion of the British inhabitants of the
Province of Quebecalso The inhabitants
of thia Province wers not only of different

Taoes bat of different religions, and no pub
lic man oounld expect truo success who did

| not respect thése, Well this was what him-

self abd colleagues had attempted to do,

! and the result was that not only had has-



