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THE YROPOSED DARIEN CANAL. |

tne of the moslinterrsting arlieles n the
last, nuwmbor, Hotrs at Howe, is that of fo
renzo Daw (probably & psowdonym) on tha
Darien Canal from which we take (ha ful-
lowing fucts and statisties .

“The distance from New York by way of
tha Cupe of Goold Mopa ta Caleutia s 17,500,
miles: 1o Canton, 8.5 nutes ; tes Shnng-
hai, 20,000: to Wellington, New Zealand,
13740 mml to Melbowrne, 14240 1ailes. |
Fram thesame port 10 the s, by way of)
Capa Hovn, the distancos nre: to aleyttn,
23000 wiless to Coutan, 21 5 wndon: 1o
Stanghai, 22,000 mdes: to Weilington, 11,
000 miles ; to Methourne, 12720 mules; 1o
San Francisco, 194610, 4o tirst vayago from |
New York to the first named port, by way of
tho Capo of ticad Hape, is longer by 4,10y,
miles than the distaneces between the same
ports by an inter-oceanic canal; il Ly way

of Cape Horn fonger by 96u nufes, I8 n |
ship could sal thiaugh the isthmus from,

New York to Canton, 1t would save vy er the,
routo @round the Cape of Gacd Hopo 8,900
miles, nnd over that by way of Cape Horn,
10,400 miles; and if it sahed st Slauglian
instead of Canton, there wottld Le a s:mn;:j
in ona case of Y,600 nitdes aeed 5 the other
of 13,600, .

4 Prom oflicint retarns it appears tlat the
trade of the United States that would Iaver,
pussed theough an isthmus esnal in 1856,
was $100,204.657, wul tunnage Lo the value
of $92.87.4,230; atotal value of 11 Iy Sam,.
000,000 in gotd.

b From English afiic ix? volurns of the year
1850, the vulus of the sluns al trade of,
England that would have pssod through
the: eanal was $1490,649,584 1 aobls il
that of France, from oflicial returns for 1557, ,
$67,210,609 in gold; o total of thrae nu.
lions af tons of shippmg, mud a value of
more than $43G,U0,000 1 shups auu mer-
chandize would have passed this ssibuntis
anpually ten years ago had thore Lean s
way. Careful estimates from oflicia) sour
cos show that if the teade of the world couid
pass from ocean te occun wdy by the
Daxien, there would be a saving yvearly of
30,000,000 in gode), aned that ten years henee
this saving would amount 1o $10u,Gu,Gw0
avery vear!-asum sofliccent to busdd .l
thoroughly equip a ship caal that would
answer all the requivements of the worhl's
commerce forall time to come. Wa fore
annually a larger sum by dishonest offivials . N
wo squander mare 1 1dlo shows and super-
luous oftices, than would suffico 10 couy-
struct this great and enduring wotlk,

A New York paper publishes soin mterest.
ing details of the expedition now fitting
out for the purpose of surveving a route for
the proposed Canal,

1o will bo under the control of Lisnienaunt
Commander Thomus U, Selinedge, of i
Uaited States Navy,  1he total number of
mems-who witl take part s the atoe will

will Lo the higshup of the eapedition, and
the Guard tha storesinp,

Besides the oflicers of the shups, a geolo-
gist, & Lotanist, a lelegraph operator, o
pbotographer, and u draughtsman, alt atvt
liaus, bave been detailed for tho oceasion ;
officers of the coust survey will also aceom.
pany the expediion, and act as nssistangs
to commander Selfvidge. ‘The telegeapl
operator has been Jurmshed with  ahout
eigbty miles of wire. ({fc has ulso forty
cups of Gross's battery, the strenmth of
which he considers quite suflicient, to knoek
all the monkeys who may presume to oc-

cupy the wires for gymnastic purposes into
tho leud whero tho spuit of all dead mon-

keys go. A full set of arny signals has alao ! wants

Tho flags will be used in

Every
the pro-
explor.
pocke.’

been furpished.
the duytime and lanterns at night.

seiemtitie Instrument nevessayy for

per eanrying out of the plans of the
ers has been seeured  and safely
away,

A large quantity of beads, trinkets and
virious cheap nrticles, held s high esteem
Ly tho Indeuns, form part of the “treaty”
ca10 of the ships, and thesa 1t is the hiten
i of the commanting officar to scatter
Among the savages with o lavieh dand In
ovder to securn their fi 1andsbip,

‘the prumary objeet of the expedition is to
ke o thoro gh'survey of the isthmus and
tadisesver, if there bo any, the broarks in
tho neouttain tough which o canal might,
hoent.  After all the preliminary prepara.
tions :ave been completed, twa parties will
start vut o discover, if possille, the deprres-
s10ns in the mountaing and to reach a Dary
which Dro Cullen contends exists ju the
mountains and which Jns not as vot been
thszoverad. Two lines of levels will be estab-
lished from theso points 1o wherever the
depressions may Lo found. thence o the
Sayvanna river at the wonb of the Lara,

In the meantime natives will bo organized
1o gangs as labonrers, snd be made service
able in vendering tha passage of the axplor-
ey 13 onsy as possible. Al is also expect-
ed from the afealdes, and ‘1o Colentbian
government will do its best to help tho, ex
pedition in various wags, On the 215 inst,
two gentlemen will proceed 1o Aspinwaif to
aseartuin the correct astionomical position
of Aspinwall and Lanama, and the resuly of
thete wvestigation will of comse dotermiua
the Lave of operations of the expedition,
After the exploress shall have muade &
thorongh survey and reconnuissunce of the
country, the vessels will procyed 1o the Gulf
of an Blas, and thence -esploring parties
mliset out to establish ¢ line of levels and
asee 190 3 Mt portion of the connutry is
Letter adapted to the passage of canal than
that t etween Caledonia Bay and the Buy of
Datien., Tho expedition will bo occupied
for sbout six months. Commander Selfvidge
expresses himself confident that a Jine of
leveis will bo established on the Isthmus, o
thang schich no other expedition lims ever
ret been able to accomplish,

Eacl exploring party wikl have s special
telograph wire of its own, connecting with
the stups, and there wil cousaqueiily be na
dunger of ony one of the purties fulling
victims (o starvation in the wiklerness, us
did many of Stesin's expedition. The 1egion
to be traversed is very moutitainoss, aud
the growsd js o complete netwarle of undor-
gronth, so thick and stiong thint it would Le
unpossible 1o make any wrogress throught
without he viil of the axe. The Yudians,
who may at certains points prove trouble-
some, are said to bo of a warlike nature,
amd althongh under the nominal coutiof of
e Colutishsan government hove never bieen
conquoered by the white man.  The distance
from the poiut where the « xpedition wil)
sturt—C.ledonia Bag—to the Savanna rivor
18 Jorty aules, andbatior they shinll have made
their way to this stream, the nwen will (ol
low 1ts courso to the Bay af Darien, whare
the United States steamer Nyack, which will
lenvo the Pucitic Squadron 15 jraper time,
wilt ben readiness to receive them. It muy
be mentioned that, besides the Savanna, the
river Chauguanaque flows througl the reg.on
through which the explorers will puss, and
it is believed thut 1t hins water cuough to
keep @ canial well supphied,

Communder Sclfiidge does not bulieve
that depressions m the mountaing will be
discovered in suflicient extent ta suit the

——— .

of a well constructed canal, buthe
Leliaves, nevertheless, that the canat is n
fousibility, and that tunnels of five orsix
miles in length could be cut throuvgh tha
mountaius i€ suitable depressions ¢ 4ot
discovered.  The jobwould, of course, ba a
~9stly onie, but he thinks that for £120,000,-
» canal in evory way suitable for tho
navigation of steam vesséls could be cons
structed,  As to its being a paying invest.
ment ho has not the Jeast doubt. Ha be-
liaves, hiowever, that & canal with locks, ex
cept ordinary tidat loc)u, would not suit the
wants of caramerce, and in fact, would be in
every respect & failure, and a failure that
woulld cost over £100,000,000 would La no
joko, eveniin the ninetesnth century.
‘Tho Nipsic and the GQuard will leave this
vort some time this weel:, or at the latest
during the enrly part of next weak. In the
nenntima everything is being put in readi-
ness for the big job ahead. Tha sailors are
being daily drilled to the use o. the carbine
80 that if necassary they may be able to de.
populate the Indian tribes on the isthmus

to g cortain extent.

TIH: INDIANS OF CANADA.

TUE SIN NATIONS—TUELL SITUATION AND
BODUCATION,

——

ttvam the Report of Consul Biake to the State
Departtent.)

U all the wibes or bands of Indians in
Cannda, the confederation kiown as the Six
Nutions of the Grand River contains 1hin
largest pogication, Their historical celebrity
begu with tho enrliest explortions of the
Hudson River. and their nresent wdvugoed
condition also invests them with ypecultar in-
terast, In 8638 their numbers wero 2796,
and they wnnunally increage. They consist‘
of portions of the kindred nations of the
Mohawks, Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas and
Uneidas, who ouce inhabited the valleys on
the rivers and_lakes of Central New York,
including the dohnwk ang Genesee; and
wero 80 powerful n confederacy that they
uot only overran the region afterwards
known as Upgpor Canada, but carried theie
wars far and wide into the western prairies.
Thedr young men tested tleir bravery aud

endurance by expeditions agoinat tribes oc-
cupying 1etsote Southern reqons, and par-
tscularly agninst the Cherokees, whom they
esteemed as foeumen especidly worthy of
their best eflons,

To the five nations already enumerated
have Leen mbled 1l ‘Tuscarorag, whe, sl
thouglt at wn endy poriol they migrated to
Notth Cauioling, ave sliown by tradition and
language to ba of the e original stock, -
and when dsiven from their southern hunt.
ing growuds, were admsltted juto the Con
federucy, which Ji un that vinse ceared to e
The Five,” aud was coled The Six
Nations,™

These Indians vesiding an e Grond
River svw the sepr aentalives and tdexcehy
dants 6F those astmiigines of whom, De Witt
Clinton s.il they wep prendi o by distinguish
ed Ly = greue attaivme nts policy, in ne-
gotiation, iu cloguence opd 1y wap." They
form the org iz tiou whieh riglty yeurs tw
fo® the American revolution helil up theic -
uuion uxw political model to the FATTN
colonies.

[ decwmed tho it sent eundition of thoss
mdinns worthy of  olow. investigstion.

very facility fov obteinmy inloiw iwa e |

gudmg them was cheerfully affosded by -
theircoyrteays Visiting Supei witeydent, Mz,




