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Letters from Palestine.
nY REV. D, MCKERNZIE,

Written for the Review.
A BABBATI IN DAMASCUS,
(Continued from last week.)

Uu the Baturday ovening of our visit it was thoaght advisable,
in order to make as much as possible of the coming Sabbath, to
visit onoof tho missionaries and seouro his help in preparing a
programmo for the day. Accordiogly a oab was sccured to tho
residencoe of Dr. Smith, to whom tho writer had a letter of intro-
duotlon, On his advioo it was arranged to attsnd the Arabioser
vice at tho Irish Mission early in tho morning, and afterwards the
service in English at tho eame place. Babbath morning rose with
floatiog clouds that dimmod the sun and threatoned frequent
showers. Tho streets wero as muddy as badly paved streets could
poesibly be, As it would bo an unpleasant task to walk o oburoh
throngh o much slush and a hopeless one to find it by stroets with
oountless tarnings, it was thought advieablo to hire a conveyance,
thinking that doing so would not in the circumsiances, be & trans
gression of tho Sabbath law. Accordingly after breakfast we on”
tered a cab, and by the holp of two or threo interproteras gavo
instruction to drivo to the XIrish Misvion, which thesv men mind-
fol of tho past and slow to follow the progress of events atill called
the Amerioan Missfon. When wo reached the church the congro-
gation hed not yet gathered. Two or three native Christiane,
however, stood about the entrance ready to give a mcst oordial
weloome {0 any who might drop in and to explain in an intelligont
way and in very good English the different departments of the
work. Sion the peoplo began to appear, and before the gervice bo,
gsn the ohurch was comfortably filled, and before it was far
advanoced, not only was almost every sitting of the two huundred
and filty or three hundred occupied, but also the etanding room at
the door, It was the firat servico in conneotion with a Foreign
Misaion Btation which we evar had the privilege of attonding, and
it was certainly enjoyable. Not that a word of it was underatood,
bus the sight of a place of worship filled with thozo who had been
gsthered in from falge systoms of religion was both affesting and
strongthening, Moreover they seemed to enjoy the servico so
murh, singing evidently with all the heart, and listening to the
discourae with marked attontion. The Orientals are, 80 farashas
been yet scen, wrotchodly poor singers, Wehavesincohzard them
on the waters of Galilee, on the plaina ot Philistia, end on thn
mountains of Judea and Ephraim, and it has always been tho
same grating noies like tho oreaking of a disorderly gate or the
razping of an old saw. The shook will not scon bs forgotten
which wa3 received on the sea of Galiles, when told that a jolly tar
who had beon entertaining the oompany with song was at tho mo.
ment singiog his necond melody. The change had not been
notloed, and the hops was, therefore, being entertained that thers
was only one gong of the aort in tho lanyuage. With tho know-
ledge now had of the people, we can explain the singing of that
native Christian oongregation only by saying that Christisnity
had improved their gift of song as it bad improved their overy
other natural grace,

Later on was held the service in English. The attendance in
comparieon with that of the morning was small. It wascompo.ed
of the English speaking Christian workers in connection with tte
different missionary organizations in the city and a few of the
native Christians who understand Epglish, Tho preacher for the
ocoasion was Rov. Mz. Stuart, one of the ordained missionaries.
Mr. Stuart is # young man, and his sermon might be taken as
evidence, if any were neceded, that somo of tho beat talent in the
chureh ia now engaged in Foreign Mission work.

To tho aftornoon wo accopted an invitation to lunch at Dr.
8mith's home. It wasan enjoyable visit, tho place proving as it
did a very oasis of Ohristinn intercourse in the midss of a large
unsympsthetio non-Christian popolation, Mre. Dr. 8mith was
then only a fow weeks out from Glasgow. Bhe will goon prove a
strong acquisition to tho Alission. Her beautifal Chrisian
womanhood will ever make the home of Dr. Smith a bappy illos-
tration of the rofining and elevating power of Christian trath when
allowed to exers itself in tho Gaily life,

Later on the party returned to the hotel, not venturing to at.
tend ovening service in so strangs a place, and cheriehing the hops
that what had been seon and heard throngh the earlier part of the
day would in its own time bear somo fruit,

JervsarLew, March 23rd, 1896

NOTE3 ON DEYROUT,

Boyront, otherwiso known as Beyrouth, Beirut, Boiront, and
Berytus, is & city of growing significance. In Bible story it has
littlo prominence, not oven the name oecurring unless ths Borothai
¢f 2 8am, viil. 8,, and the Berothab of Excide! xlvii. 16, can be
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idontifiod with it. Xt bas, however, in reccont times becomo so
prominently astoolated with tho history of Palostise and tho
Lebauone, that thoy who desire to gain an intellig nt knowledgo o

tho ¢ Holy Land® a3 it appoars to-day with tho different infiuences
that aro mouldiny its history should learn something of Beyrcut
and its history. Nor should it be forgoiten that while pozeibly
unmontioned in soripturo it was within tho limits of tho ' Promised
Land,” and was doubtless at times actaally ander Iaraclito sway,
(2 Sam. viii. 8.)

Boyrout Qirst comes into prominence aboat tho beginning of the
Obristian era. It was then, it would appear, a flonrishing town ot
considorablo population and thoroughly Roman with its templos,
theatres, baths, colonnades and porticos. It early felt tho powor of
Christianity, andin thooconrsoof timobecamo tho ecat of a bishoprio
and ar important edcantional contre.  All thia with tho nataral
advantages of its site and tho beauty of 1ts eurroundinge went to
promise more evon in the immediate future. Buat unhappily the
promigewas, forhundreds of yee ra,toremainunfulfiiled. Inthosxth
centary a terriblo calumity vieited tho oity. A viclontearthguake
laid the growth of gonorations in zuiLs, and bariod a large pars of
the inhabitants in the heap. In subsequent yents the place par-
tially recovered from its disasterous visitation, bat nos until the
present generation did it attain to angthing Lke ite formor great.
ness. Daring tho last fow decades the progross has been very
rapid and the prospeotaa.e Jhas at no distant day the promige of
an oarlicr age may bo Iargely fulfilled.

Thoere aro tevoral oircnmetances that justify such an estimate
of Boyrout's futore. Itia inthe contro of & productive distriot,
The westorn slopes of Lebanon, down $o the sea ooast, are quite
resourcofal. The mualberry flcurishes, and already considerable
silk is manufactored. Vineyards and oliveyards stretch in every
direction and will, until the suil and olimate change, be to tho in-
habitants an abundant sonrce of food and revenae. Oa the lower
levels oranges and lomons grow, tho oranges of the S.don distriot
olaiming, and not without cause, tho enpromacy of the cast,
Cereals aleo of different kinde will yield a largo increace, bat frcm
the broken oharacter of the land cannot bo culsivated to such geod
advantage, The rocks may hide much mineral wealth, bat of this
tho visitor hears nothing it thero bo anytbing to bear, In all this
wealth, Bogrout, beeauso of its location, will over share.

Tho Bay of St. Georgo, along whose shore Boyroat stretohes,
makes the best harbor on tho coast north of Port Suid. Tho only
sean that disturb its waters are those from tho north west, and
theso to no dangercus ontont, The Bay of Acro bencath mount
Carmel affords coneiderablo shelter, bas 14 18 more exposed than
than that of St. Georgo—sometimes to the serious burt of ships
sogking its protection. Thaa gives Beyrout an important advant-
agoover Haifa and Aore siteated on the more coatherly bay, and
will always seouro its sopremacy in the trade of the adjacont dis-
triote, Were thore anchorage at Tyro and Bidon, these places
would at least share with Reyrout 1n the loca! trade. In neither

.place, however, is there sheltor oven for tho emaller oraft. Either

will, there! 1o, bs provented throughout the fu.ure {rom becoming
o sotions rival to its more fortunate nerghbor.

Boyrout has also {he prospect of commanding the trado of tha
farther east, It is at present tho eea.port of Damsscue, and
through Damaccus tho volamo of eastern trade flows. The pros-
neot, consequently, is that its relation to the great Syrian capital
will, in coming years, go to enrich Boyrout with a trado capable of
almost indefinito expansion. Thore is one fact, however, that may
woll disturb the composure of those who view this prospeot with
glad sorenity. That faos is that by the conformation of the inter-
lying oountry, cither Haifa or Aore, was intended by nature to be
the soa-port of Damasous. It is trao that cither is farther
romoved from Damascus than Boesrout is, but the latter labors
under tho disadvantage that tho ouly direot routo connecting is
with that trade centre lies over the Leubanons and antoe Lobanons
which will ever prove themaelvos sorious obatacles to transporta-
tion. For the present this natural disadvantage is moro than
counser-ba'anced by the connecting line of railway. Bat ehculd
tho projected linc betwesn Acrc and Damascus bo completod, of
whioch sevoral miles wero conatracted a fow Fears ago, tho Lalance
would tarn in favor of Acre and Haifa. For froight, liko water,
naturally choosea a long coureo on lower lovels in preferenco to &
shorter courss over higher lovels. Doyrout will always have tho
advantago of a better harbor, but it ia queativ..ablo thut this wonld
prove & barrier sufliciently largo to provent tho current of trade
from beginning to flow in its nataral cbannel. The future growth
of Beyrout, therefore, in some measaro deponds on tho continued
insolvency of tho Acre and Damascus Rsilway Comyany.

(Continued next issue),

Evory public officer in Korea is now required to keep Sunday
as & day ot reat.
)/
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