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For the Sabbath School.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lessox V,—JuLy 29.—Luvke 1., 4o0-352.
(The Youth of Fesus.)

Gorpex TexT.—** And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man.”"—Luke
ii: 52

%Sxx'l.‘\.\'.ﬂom'.—I’m'sw.u. DeverorsmeNT.—V. 4o.
And the child grew. Jesus, the divine child, was com-
pletely human, as he was completely divine ; he grew in
knowledge and wisdom as he grew in stuture and
strength, went, in short, through all the natural grada-
tions of childish and youthful development.

‘The complete humanity of Christ brings the comfort,
strength, and inspiration of a similarity of experience
with our own,of a holy life amid the same difficulties and
trials, the satae temptations and battles, the same hin-
drances and perplexities. He passed through not only
the experiences of maahood, but of childhocd. Hence
he is the childien's Saviour and Help.

Strength and Activity. And waxed (grew) strong
inspirit.  The words 1u spirit arc omitted in the Revised
Verston, according to the best authorsties, but the mean-
ing is much the same. The ¢ waxed strong ” refers to
his whole nature,—both to the physical growth men-
tioned before and to the wisdom that follows. Jesus
was a strong, active, sturdy boy. He was a SUCCEss
as a boy, He nceded this perfect body, in order that he
night endure the severe strain and burden of his public
ministry. Every boy that cares for true success in life
should take care of his body, the instrument of his soul.

Spiritual Development. Filled with wisdom. He
grew strong by being filled (more literally, ¢ becoming
filled ”" or ** filling himself ) with wisdom. This refers
to ‘*his spiritual, intellectual, and religious develop-
ment.”  Jesus was wise in every direction—in his com-
mon sease as applied to dasly lite, in mental studies and
opinions, and in his moral decisions.  And this wisdom
was one great source of his strength. The bad habits
which weaken boys—the idleness, gluttony, waste of
nerve power in smoking, drinking, and other bad habits
—are all the fruit of folly.

God’s favor. .\nd the grace (favor) of God wasupon
him.  In Jesusjwe have the normal growth of man from
a physical and moral point of view. It was accomplished
for the first time onour earth.  God therefore regarded
this child with perfect satisfaction, because his creative
idea was realized in him.

His ScsiooLs AND ScHOOLMASTERS. — \We can under-
stand the childhood and youth of Jesus better when we
remember the surrounding influcnces amid which he
grew.  The natural scenery was rugged and moun-
tainous, but full of beauty. He breathed the pure air.
He lived in a village not in a city. He learned to work
as well as play. The Roman dominion was irksome
and galling.  The people of God were subject to a for-
cign yoke.  The taxes were heavy. When Jesus was
ten years old there was a greatinsurrection (Acts v 2 37)
11 Galilee. He who was to be King of the Jews heard
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and felt all this, and was filled with patriotic impulses.
The Jewish hopes of a Redeemer, of throwing off their
bondage, of becoming the glorious nation promised in
the prophets, were in the very air he breathed. The
conversation at home and in the streets was full of
them. His School Training. In the village schools
Jesus learned to read and write, and to memorize, not
only Scripture “but the countless precepts of the
rabbis.” It was school and Sunday schoot in one. His
language was Aramaic, but he probubly also understood
Greek and the Bible Hebrew. His Home Training.
From the first days of his existence a religious atmos-
phere surrounded the child of Jewish parents.  And this
atmosphere is the most important element in the tram-
ing of a child. Taught of God. ‘*Certainly for the
best which Jesus sought and found in Scripture he
required no human teacher.” He was filled with the
Spirit, and in his youthful meditations he was continu-
ally taught by God.

His FirsT Visit T0 Ao GReAT Citv.—Vs, 41-45.
This incident is a solitary floweret out of the wonderful
enclosed garden of thirty years.

Now his parents went (were accustomed to go) to
Jerusalem every year. The law of Moses required that
the adult males of the Jewish nation should appear be-
fore the Lord at the place of his altar, three times every
year, at the great festivals (Passover, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles). But devout women often went when
family duties permitted, especially to the Passover.
At the feast of the Passover. This festival commemor-
ated the preservation of the Hebrews in Egyp. frz..
the destroying angel, when the Egyptian first-born
were slain It was so called because he passed over the
houses. .\fter three days they found him. Reckoned
from the departure of the caravan from Jerusalem ; one
for the journey out, one for the return, and one for the
search in the city. They found him in the temple. Not
in the temple proper, but in onc of the porches or
chambers of the temple-area, and belonging to the
temple. Sitiing in the midst of thedoctors. .\ chamber
of the temple was set apart as a kind of open free school.

THEe FirsT RECORDED \WWORDS OF JESUS. AN UTTER-
axce CoxcervinG His Reratiox 10 Gob.—49. And he
said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? Why
did you go about the city scarching for me? Why did
you not come directly here? Where else could I be
than in this holy, blessed spot? Wist ye not. Knew
ye not. That 1 must be about my Fathe:'s business?
Where my Father's affairs are carried on, there you are
sure to find me.

IN His HOME aT NazarReTH.—Vs. 51, 52. Eighteen
years ; till he was thirty years old. First. Obedience
to his parents. Second. Common, every-day duties.
“*Whatever father or mother wanted done in the house,
whatever he was bidden that he did like any other
child. Third He learned a trade and became a car-
penter. Fourth. Progress. 32. Increased. Rather ad-
ranced. Fifth. And in favor with God. He grew more
and more to be such a young man as was pleasing to

God, for he had more and more capacity to use God’s
grace aad make it effective in his life.
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