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Japan, the land of tho rimng sun, barred agatost thoe gos
conturtes, but now quite open to 1ts reooption. . ]

Korea, tho hiermnit nation, 400 miles long by 200 miles broad
o popntlation of over 10,J00,000, and all within reach of tho

Wo havo Moxico, t0o, our near neighbour, with its 8
square miles, aud sts population of noarly 10,000,000 waiting $¢bo
brought to Christ,

Ana far away, down i the Southorn Pacifle, thero aro ol
of {slande, fai. and boaatiful, whore overy prospect pleasss and
inn is salo.  These are the South Sen Ialauds, rich in beauty,
in vegetahle and mnoral woalth, but richor by far in Whito Hugsst
Fiolds, waiting for tho reluctaut laborers to comoe. ;

Aro not the Melds White unto Harvest? And are thoynatt@ay
as nuver before waving with golden geam waiting to be gatlired
fnto our Moster's garner ?

*The fisldu are ripening, and far and wido,
The world now 1s waiting tho harvest tide,
But reapors are few, and the work is gieat,
Aud much will bo lost sliould tlie harvest wait.”

15, Encouragement in the work.—Tho Srst century of tho Chriyan
ern was a great missionary period. ‘The gospol waa then preaged
over the wholo of the civilized world ~ Pool in his missioiry
journoys carried the gospel to mauy countries. At the time ofuis
death at Rome, in tho year 67, A.D., the ;iozigel had been carsed
over Western Amz, Southern Europe, and Northern Africa, ha
for nearly two conturios the gospol continued to makeo conguestater
conquest nmong the oivilized nations which surrounded the Meditr-
anncan Sea, Then the church grew wenlthy aud worldly, and litle
was dono for missions for long centuries.

Tho Reformation in 1517 roused the slumbering church to soxe
sonso of its duty, but it kad then, or thought it had, quits enoyh
to do with the Papacy at home, to prevent it from carrying ;o
gospel to tho hesthen, Christisn missions began proper in 172
when William Carey propo\mded las views beforo o small body sf
Baptist ministers in kagland, and thus in reality we have only hil
one contury of missiong to the heathen world.  In 1792 tho heathh

ropulation of the world stood at 847,000,000. To.day it stands ¢
‘.047.000.000. That 18 an incroase of 200,000,000 heathen during
the century. )

Hew mny converts bave we gained to Ohristianity during th
century®  In round numbers some 3,000,000. Theso converts s
scattercd over every part of tho habitable globe. 2,500 of them # »
regularly ordained tministers of the guspel, 27,000 of them areactiiy
as ovangehsts to thar beathen fellow-countrymen, while mai-
others aro aotively engaged in rc*gular Christian work,

What {s the cxuct strength of the missionary forces of the churey
actually av work in thc mission field*  To evangelizo 1,047,000,
of heathen wo havo 3,000 ordained missionaries, 750 laymen, andjr
noble army of 2,500 lady unssionaries. Iu all a body of 6,2
missionarics of tho crors.  Wore this body equally divided over ¢
heathen world it would give 167,000 heathen to each missionary
work. Besides teaching and preaching this nnble army of Christixi
workers s scattering ab the Wond of Gol in 300 differ
JaRguages.  And n this lies the certain hope of the world's complep

ci; ultimato salvation, '
8% How much does tho Chureh of Christ give per year in order &
O3rry tho gospel to the heathen world?  Just abant $12,000,00L
Think of what the drink bill of Christendom is for on3 year,
to this what is annually spent on tere pleasures, many.of which
say tho least aro of a questionable nature. Then think of
amount spent on tobacco and other luxuries, almost overy ono o}
thom injurious to the human system. Put theso rast sumns tagether,
and compare the total amount with the $12,000,000 grud inglf
Y iven for carrying out Christ's groat command. Nor is this alli
it §"or overy missdonary sent to Africn thero is scnt 70,000 gallons of

: liqunr, said to bo the vilest made. Over 8,000,000 gallons are
transported into Africa alono every year, and this causes more
destruction in a singlo day than all tho missionaries can repair in
yoars of hard work.  The drink traffic in Africa is a greater curso
to tho pooplo than oven slavery itself. And the samo can bo trath-
fully said of the New Hebrides.

1o spite of all theso obatacles Christianity is making a steady
O and rapid progress, Let no ono imagine for s moment that the
¢ mission causo is a failare. W herever you look among the nations

o0 day you will find that Christianity 18 a great «nd important fact.
1t is showing itself in uiillions of lives, it has changed the wholo
current of tho world’s affairs, it isshaping and moulding tho present,
and nothing in tho future can stay its triumphant progress. As
woll say that thesun in tho hoavens is a faflurd, The roligion of
Vrans Chrigt is adapted to all classea and conditionsof men. Tothe
highest intelligences of India and China, and no less to the lowest
forms of degradod humanity, whether living amid the oternal snows
of Lapland, or aweltering on the burning plains of trapical Afrioa.
What is needed to-day is more consecration and mom zeal to bring
it to boar on tho great masses of heathendom., Think of the
vantago ground we oooupy as compared with tho Church in aformer
generation, To.day thero are 7,000 trained missionarics in tho
¢ fiell. Tho Biblo s translated into 300 languages. Nearly all of
= theae languages are roduoed to a grammar, And wo havo 3,000,000
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It wvas Isto in thae afternoon when con rodd on to tho battlo-
flold of Mavengo, With his experlencod eye he aaw that the battle
was almost loat. Looking aux oual{ at the asotting sun, ho spid.
“tThero §s juat time left to recover the day.” Ho gave ts ox‘gcu
with chnractaistic promptitude, and tho defeat was turned into o
complete and triumphant victory, Could somo victory like thisnot
bo won for Christ durlng the olosing decadeo? thiscontury? Every-
thing is en tho churoh's elde, , She has the men, sho has tho moans,
and sho bas the proiniso of her ascended Lord.  What is necded is
faith in God, prayer to God, and consecrated and well directed offort
for God in winning sonls.

1IL Our privilege axd duty,—(1) Let us bo deeply intorested jin
tho cause of niisstons, There is no other cauze ha!? asworthy of our
individual interest. The very faot ot 1,000,000,000 of our fellov
creatures living and dying withont a knowledge of tho gospel should
bo enough to arouss tlio moat caveless Christlan living,  Our Saviour
dled for tho causo of missions, and can wa doult His interest in it.
Tho heathon aro His_inhoritance, and the uttermost parta of tho
corth aro His blood-bought possession. Let us, Fis professed
followers, be profoundly interosted in this good cause, and let us

of converts from heathondom to lunﬁlm 1;5 with hopa for the future.
apo

tako overy opportunity of showlng it.

{2) Let every Christion Eivo propurlionately and regularly for
tho sproad of the gospel.  This ia the dircot measure of cur intercst.
Not loniugo a poor woman said to a collestor of the London Mis-
sionary Socioty, ** I cannot givo as the wealthy do, but I can give
sixpence 8 weok,” Lot overy Christipn bo anitnated by that spirit,
aud tho problemn ¢ missionary support ” weuld be solved,

(3) Our duty is to pray’for the success of rdissions, ' Jesus
vequestod His disciples to gmy for more laborers. Let us da the
samo, and let us pray for them after thev are in tha field. Aore
prayer for them, and less oriticlam of them and of their methods.
At Waterloo tho British troops f811 on their kuces to avoid tho
French fire, and then from their knees they marched on to victory.
In tho conquest of the world for Christ victory will only come aswe
rise from our knces. Christ's cause 18 the winning cause. To Him
shall the gat.hering of the nationy be. Tho ultimate success of His
Kingdom 18 just a3 sure as Goa’s -plan and purpose can mako it.
The song of tho horald angels shall bo licard again;  Not chanted by
angcls this timo but by men und women rodcemed and washed
in tho blood of tho Lamb. 'Tho cbntinents of the earth will rafgo
tho sung, and the Isles of the Sea shnll pwell tho chorus, as
redcomed world rolls heavenward its psalm of praise. "Glory to
God in the higheat, and nn earth pedce, ~will toward men.”

Meanwhile upon our cars there falls another and a diffexent
sound, wrung from the depths of mullions of despairing hearts.
Across the billowy ocean it comes gathecing momentum as it ncars
%ur :gores, and o long loud wail Lreaks upon the ear of Christian

anada.
sont back again to the dark lands whence it comes, nabicurd and
unheeded, and the bleeding hearts and the wounded conscicnces of
1,000,000,000 of our fellow crcatures to go toan eternity where hopo
can find no entrance but crucl despair and unending home,

Then think of the roflex influence of mussions upon the Cherch
at home, The duvine plan and purpose scems-to bo that the church
which doce most abroad ia the rtrongest and healtbicat at home.
At ono timo Greeco was disunited and broken up in broiling
factions, even vn the vergo of internecine war. Tho Persian at the
gato was the hummer which welded the factions of Greeco iuto ono
compactwhole. In front of thefoothe bickerings of the bayracksare
forgotten, and shoulder to shoulder, the soldiers arconoinsympathy
and purposo, as they fight thewr cpuntry’s cnemy. And wath such
a work to do, with the commard of Christ ringing down theso
centuries, with 66 many things to checr and encourage, and from
the vantago ground at present occu;{ficd ; should not the Church o
our risen Lord unito her broken ranlks, call to aid all her resourses?
aud with an earnestness and zeal which the circumstances demand,
endeavour to carry out her Logd's great command ?

Itisa grcatthing. gay3 Dr. J. H. Barrows, to fling an idea tnto
tho air, to throyw an ideal, liko a glanco of Jight, snto the future, It
is an idea of a great py teful cmpire. wo are told, which has held
China together throngh thirty.conturies. 1t i an iden which Jeaus
flung upon the breezes of Palestine to become the joy of the ages,
and the idea of univors.d brotherhood beneath the mKd supremacy
of a heavenly king is now in the mind» of men, and will yet, in God’s
good time, be enthroned over alt the high places of bigotry and
alienation, of ignorance and oppression. 1t is the ono thing given
to you and tno that is worth tothing for ; 18 is that which wﬁl lend
ita Insting glory to this memorable yonr. Itis that for whioh tho
spirit of Jesus, the founder of the kingdom of love, wo are hence-
forth to strive antil we oursclven are called to tho capital of that
apiritual universe, to tho peaco and joy of that summer-shrine of

od, the heart of our father 1n heaven,

\¥o learn a great lesson in the gurvice of Christ when wo learn
that gentloness s power. . o

No matter what its profession may be, tho love that halts and
turns back when it sdes danger coming is a abam. )

Loving God maKes man divine, ‘

1f you hate God io this world you will
noxt.

Ara you willing to take your weights and measures to tho judg-
ment with you? 4
. ﬁ love that helps otbers- iy always ~idening and decpening
tseld,

not love him in the

roaks upon our ears to bo beard and hzeded, or to bo -



