
1T1E CANAI.IAN INDE~PENDENT, -17:3
lie founid the truc ju diiuwih icsIwhich the gates of liell slial tiot pre-(v4il ;t.hî,3, tlîe

togyetlieri ioneaItl iiChrtist. Anglicanisnî îirnkzes assenl'ly to 1w preseiited to the Father, liviîîg
orders," the hlistorie Ilpiscopate, iti3 manifestation. neither spot îior wrinicle tior any sucli thing; this

of unity ;Presbyterianisin, its crecd ; Methodismi the chiurchi tilled with the Spirit, vven life for
its class meeting anîd experience ; 1 see non(- of! evermiore " \ery broad V es, only not broad
these thus laid down in the New Testament Tite in the agnostie sense of the terni, or the difference
ideal of Independeîicy, Con gregational ismn, is free, bcrtween the hiroad churcli of ratiozialismi anid the
realization of abiding union in Christ Jesus. Thevre! broad church of the Congrogational ideal is thtis,
nmust be Chri.stianity before there is a Chiristian the one Il looks unto IJesus," the other lias a cen-
Cliurcli, and Christianity does not tic up commuiX- tre everywhere. Thte one lias a sure object of
ties in nietaphysical creeds or social clubs. Creeds reverence, the ot1îer gazes on 'vandering, stars,
and polities may beconme necessary, wvill be evolved,
but neithier can forin tue permanent basis of
Christian fellowvship, wlîicli must be essentially
Christian. This is no newv doctrine, it was the
root principle of Robert Browvn, who, finding in
tlie parish systei of the State Churcli of his (lfy
littie to commnend it te, a spiritually hungry soul,
judged that the Kingdomn of God 'vas nmade up

"of the worthiest, be they xîever so few." And bis
spiritual father, INIr. Greenhian, lias left a record,
tgMany meddle and stir niucli about a new clîurcli

government, 'vho are senseless and barren on tlîe
doctrine of new birtli." This wvas the kernel of
the systemi 'hicli tlie early Independents souglit
for. The husk wvas often tougli and bitter, but
the nut wvas sweet and full of sap. Here, too, wve
find the true and only Jus divinun of Newv
Testament ecclesiasticisin; Jesus Christ indwelling,
quickening, and the forai of churcli life whicx can
for the tiîne being, best manifest to a needy world
this new life, is the churcli which cani be c]aimed
as the pillar and stay of the truth, the church
redeenied, the Clînreli of God.

But soute one suggests, this is a very indefinite,
intangible, uncertain kind of thing; ant airy soine-
thing without habitation and name. So is life,
which has really defied definition. But life forins,
only give it rooni and rr.aterial. Let tlîe Chris-
tian lufe develop its owvn form ; for every tree of
the field grows after its own kind. Do you tellinme,
or deceive yourself wvitli the saying, that 111e in
Christ is an indefinite power, an airy nothing ?
Our church organizations niay ail be traced histor-
ically, to social or national surroundings. (Vide
e.g. Ratch, Bamipton Lectures, 1880.) The divine
life is Ilfront above," and wvhere that lufe brings
indi ,'iduals together in Christ, there, and oniy thiere,
is the churcli. And that is the church against

wvith sunt, if sun thiere be, veiled iii darkness niost
profound. Do not let the thouglît prevail, tlîat
there is nothing detinite iii matters religious but
cr-eed, polity and r-ittua/.' Is a mmnd loving truth,
and earnestly seeking, ail Ilindetinite thing?"»
Love a mere sound, and nothing more ? Balaam,
knowving well tlîe blessedness of those wvlose God
wvas Jehovah, could formulate great tr utlis; lie
coulci at the saine time encourage Ba]ak in his de-
termination to destroy Israel, and hiniself lead
on to the curse, wlîich in words lie wvas constrained
to, withhold. Tite creeds of Christendoîn have dé-
fined, turne and time again, the nature of tlîe
atonement wvhicli tlîe Christ lias made for man,
and, without exception, have ignored tlîe 1-love
that gYave Jesus to die." Yet tlîat love surely lias
definiteness. Unselfishiness, too, is no mere cloud-
land that shapes itself and goes, but not a single
clîurch polity lias souglit to make it vital ; rather
have polities separated and given rise to that
world-spirit of trade whicli conîpetes and exeludes,
rather than aid and eznbrace. Justifying the
close communion principle of the great body of
Baptists on tlîis continent, a leading divine said,
"If we admit ail Christians to our table, we des-

troy our denominational justification." Truce;
obliterate the trade-mark and the wvare becomes
common to the world. A suicidal policy if com-
petition is to be the condition of struggle ; but a
sorry exhibition of that Gospel, whîose Author
cried, "lCome unto Me ail ye that labor aîîd are
lieavy laden."

Free fron,. the controversies of creeds; witli no
ecclesiastical waIl of division, it is left for us
freely ta love as bî'ethren, and ta make manifest
that oneness of life where ail seek not their own,
but the things that are Jesus Christ's. Neither
creed nor polity can lead us intelligently to sin"Z


