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MR. JAMES THOMSON.

Mr. James Thomson, a prominent member of
the Zion Congregational church, said, in answer to
a query as to the distinctive features "of Congrega-
tionalism :

“ The main characteristic of Congregationalism
—its distinctive feature—is that all questions of
whatever sort are referred to, and arc decided by
the entire membership.”

* Does that apply to matters of doctrine?”

“There are no matters of doctrine,” explained
Mr. Thomson, “that arc authoritatively binding
upon the Congregationalists as a body. Commit.
tees have been appointed to draw up confessions
of faith, which have received the general approval
and consent of the Con"regat.onal body, but they
are not of any binding effect, and there is no
Church court outside of the individual church it-
self to which such questions may be referred. This
is, of course, unlike the Methodist and Presbyter-
i=n bodies, which have higher Church courts that
make and administer law.”

“ How would you proceed to eject any person

teaching heresy 17

! of protes

pzehenstve name than the othe) ; our motto is,
‘One is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are
brethren.” Thus we have no orders as bishops,
deacons, ete., but the pastor is simply the first
ameng brethren. The Congregational body is op-
posed on principle to all State establishment or
support, to all church exemptions- -many Congre-
gational ministers pay their taxesasa mere matter

the Common schools. However, | do not under
stand this last as an objection to the Scriptural
reading in the schools ; that is not teaching in any
sense of the term, but simply religious service.”

FIDELITY OF GOD TO HIS PROMISES.

I have had all sorts of experiences in all sorts of
circumstances, and when 1 have come to God and
pleaded His own promises in His own Word, I
have never been diseppointed. 1 have been incir-
cumstances of great difficulty, and have heen led
to ask Him for remarkable help. 1 was nearly
wrecked when I was going out to China the first
time. Our vessel was becalmed, and gradually

“QOar Congregational Union, which is an annual | drifting upon the coast of New Guinea. We could
asseinbly of pastors and representatives of the !see the savages on the shore. They had kindled a

churches that have united in the membership 011

the Union—the pastor may be a member and his ;
congregation not, and rice rersa—that body is only ;
vzluable for its consulting powers, and has no au-
thority whatsoever. Sappose any minister became ;
ansound in doctrine, the only discipline that

can be inflicted by the Congregational Union is|

fire, and were evidently expecting a good supper
that night. When I was a medical stndevzt, some
iof the other students used to jeer at me because 1
was "omg among the hea.then, and they would talk
aboul “~old missionary.” Well, it did look that
night as if somebody was going to have a piece of
hot missionary. The captain said to me: =~ We

dismembership, and the same with thechurch. Asjcan’c do anything else but et down the long-boat.™

a matter of policy, the system of Councils has met |

with general favor from our body. This has refer-
ence meiniy to the indaction of a new minister in
x charch ; then the pastors and members of the
neighboring charches meet together, listen to the
views of the new minisier. and if approved of by
theam, they uaite with the congregation of which
he is about to broeme the pastor. in inducting him
nto that office. I the Council should not thus
agree with the candidate pastor's views the con-
sregation may still indoct him as thedr pastor, bat
they will probably lose the friendship of the neagh-
humgehamba& “For gencral misionary purpases,
charch-boilding oigu::s and for assisang cach
wcher, the Congregationz! "nion s 2 vaivable body,
Wt in 3 mRteT oF Iaw ther bave on right to inter-
fore with any single charch.”

=~ Wit redation: do Tom teas to the Independents
of Eaglead?”

“We are a conlinuation: of timt tedy in this
countrs. though, of onarse. we have n% the same
mame bere. Tt s n doocssasyt, xs there is oo Es-
taMished Charch hese of which we pradcss to be
indeendent.”  Chagrematamadicn, oo 2 wnee cosa-

They had tried to turn the head of the vessel
around from the shore, but in vain.  We had been

. becalmed for several weeks, with never a breeze,

or any sign of one. In a few minutes we would
be among the coral reeis. We would be at the
metcy of those savages, and they dida't lonk as if
they had much merey. ¢ Welll" I said, - thereis
anc thing we haven't done vei.  Let the Christians
on board pray aboat .7 There w2 binck man
on board. a steward, who was a very sweed Chyis
tan man, and the captain was a Christise and
myseli. 1 proposed that we should retire in our
aabins, and in the name of our Lond Jecus Chinss,
ask oar Father and His Fazther. for a tivese imine
dmtely.  They agreed. T went o v aabin, avd
told the Lord that 1 was just an iy way tn China .

that He had sent me: and that 1 ~uldn't wet
there i 1 was shipwrecked ana kalled : and then
1 wxs zoing on to ask Him far a breeoe, Tont T delt
so confident aboat it that 1 ovcldn’t ask Hine So
1 went ap on deck.  There was the ancand ofeer,
the chied mate a very godless man. [ wet op
to him and snd 15 T were v ] wauid s down
the munsail Sai? he o - What d- ¥aT wAnt e



