THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

7

Jlllhe £Sunday SSchool.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESEON XX.

Mact. xxii.

THE MARRIACE FEAST. -1s

May 8,
at} e
GoLDpRN TexT,—*" As many as ye shall find, bid to

the marriage,”~—Matt. xxil. 9.
HOMEK STUDIES,

M. Matt, xx, t-29....The Labourers.

T, Matt, xx, 70-34...The Ambitious Disciples,

W, Matt, xxi. 1-16...Christ’s Triutnphal Eutry,

Th, Matt. xxi. 17-32..Christ’s Authonty Questioned.
. Matt, xxi. 33-46. . Wicked Husbandmen,

8. Mati, xxi. 1-14. .. Marriage Feast.

Sab, Lube aiv. 16-24.. The Great Supper,
HELPS 10 STUDY.

i

Alter receiving litte children and replyiag to the rich (7 bad” that is as sinners ;. and no one is ** good ™ urtd he g

yonng mwan, as reconded in the ‘mgmgc which formed the
subject of our last tesson, Christ delivered the parable of the
Labousers in the Vweyard, answered the ambitious teguest
of James and Jokn, and deparied from Pesen, dinncting 1hs
steps towards Jerusalem t?e way af Jeticho.

in the neighbourhaod of Jericho He bealed two lhind men,
and haviag eatered that city He visited Zaccheus and deliv.
cresd the paradle of the Talents,

Six days before the passover ife reached Hethany,  These
e passed the ‘lcwish Sabhath ; and on the fint day of the
week occurted His triumphal entsy into Jesusalem,

The eprsodes of the barren lig tree and the cleanung of the
temple fullow, the Saviour spending each nyght at Bethany
and returning 1o teach inthe temple cach day,

In the course of this teaching in the temple during the
week preceding His death He 5elivcml the parable of the
Two Sons, that of the Wicked Husbacdmen, and that whch
furms the subject uf our present lesson,

‘The teachings of this parable may be arranged under the
following hWeads: (¢} Fuevitation Kejected, {3) RNetribution,
(3) Jortlation Accepled, () An Univorthy Guest.

1. InvITATIuN Regsctes, —Vers, 1:6. s parable,
jike the two preceding ones already wmentivned, eahibits
primarily the, wichedness and ingrautude of the Jews
their persistent rejection of God's offers of mercy notwith.
standing their high privileges, and their utter rejection as a
people on that account. 1t has also a direct application to
nations and to individuals, in all ages, who reject the Saviour
as the Juws did.

A certain King made amarringe for His Son. The
King represents God, and the marriage feast signifies the
abundant provision made in the wack of cedemption for
man’s salvation, support, and hapviness.

Sent forth His servants, This genceraus King would
exclude no one from the feast—the wayfaring man, come
whenze ke might, woukl be welcame, tat He sent special
invitations,  §8is servants, the prophets, had ealled the Jews
to repentance 5 and His servants, the priests, had shewa
them as in a glass, darkly, Christ cracified.

To call them that were bidden.  The ceremonial dis-
pensation had been a constant bidding, a repeated tavita.
tion, to the Jews, and all its matenial rites ami vhservances
painted to the salvation thatis in Christ,

They would not come. Instead of humbling them.
sefves tefore God and seeking the pardon of sin theough the
atonement prefigured in their animal sacrifices, they vainly
endeavoured to work out a righteousness for themselves by
strict attention teo ritual and by rendering a supeificiat ubede
ence to the moral law falsely interpretes and corsupted.

Again He sent forth other servants. This second
mission is supposed to sepresent John the Baptist, Christ
Himself and His tmmediate disciples, Stephen, Barpabas,
Paul, snd others, who calted upon the Jews to * behold the
Lamb of God," slain before their eyes.

All things are ready, said these Jast messengers, come
unto the marriage. A few believed and lived, but the
great bulk of the nation either gave no heed or manifested
the most bitter opposition.

They made hight of it. That was one class; one
thought move of his farm and another of his merchandise
than they thought of Christ or salvation. This class was
very large ; and this kind of Judaism is very popular in the
present day. .

Entreated them spitefully and slew them. 0O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets and stonest
them which are sent unto thee ™ (Mant, xxiii. 37).  See also
Actsiv, 33 v. 385 vill. 35 v, 40; xiv. £5-19; xvil. §; xxi.
30; xxiit. 2 ; vii. 58; i 2.

11. RevrisuTion.—Ver. 7. The King in the parable
sutely had reason to be angry. Those who ought to have
rendered obiedience 1o his commands had treated even his
kind invitations with contempt. God is lang-suffering and
nat casily provoked ; but He tellsus that He is ““angry wath
the wicked evecy dag.”  His anger is no tracsient ¢bullic
tion of passion, but an uncompromising opposition and an
unrelentiag hateed to that which s evil, accompanied by the
most tender pity and love to those who are its victims.
‘Those who chaose evil and cast in their lot with it can Jook
only for destrugtion.

Destroyed thgse murderers.  About seventy years after
these words were spoken Jerusalem was destrayed by Ro-
man armies, and the beausful temple given to the flames.
Nationat sin bringz national disaster 3 but for the individual
there is o still more serrible punishment beyond.

cof ways

}ipt nothing from aleohol of help that 1 to be rehed upon,

of mercy had stood open o all in all ages; but aew the
hudly, ey should be taught that atcohal imflames the

sprecial advantages and privideges fosmecdy poseessed by the
Jews abre, were o be transfecred to other navions, bases paspons, Blunts the wenibnhiies, andd debases the feels

They which were bidden were not worthy.  Jawlw  wors. Faurthly, they <hudd be taaght that an appetste tor
says : **‘The unworthiness consisted in their sejecting the  dunk is cetainly deveduped by thowe who use s, which 18
provision, as the worthiness of the guests fay in their accept- danperous 1o life, destzuctive of health of body and pece of
tng it.  Thie indicates the seutence passed wpon the de- ound, and i nullcons uf instances ruinous to fortune and to
spisers and neglecters of the Gospel, ahether Jews or Gene  all the high interests wathe soul.  Fafthly, shey should bhe
tides  ‘The Jews, ia rejecting the message, proved that they taught that the crime anmd paupenism of socicty fluw as
were not woithy of thels high privifeges.  * Sceing ye put naturally from aliohal as any effect whatever natmally Bows
i from you and judge yourschies unworthy of cverlasting * from its competent canse.  Sixthly, they should be taught
life, 1o, we tum to the Gentdes ' ™ {Acts am. g6 -inat driak i the osponsble canse of most of the poverty

Into the highways. ‘Tianslated Ly Wiehhif “shoands and want of the weebf. So fung as s hundred nuthon dot-
It means hterally the outlets of - ticets, whoe b are aroually spest for deok i this coantry, every ounce
several ways met 5 and the intention scems 10 be o shew  of which was made by the desteachon of bread, and nos vne
that the Goapel catt 1s withowt disticction. Lvare the dgnme | catice of which has ever estered sato the s of nationat
tes wete ~Jow to Inlieve thes, and 35 way unly by aspeaad wealth, having nothing to shiew fur sts cost bt dhseased
revelation that Peter was brought te andeestand ihat ¢ God - stumachs, degraded bumes, destroyed idustey, inczeased

alsy to the Geatides ™ had ¢ ianted repentance uato hife,”
Both good and bad. The Saviour hese speaks afses
the manner of men; for the Gospel is addeessod to att as

has seceved the Gospel and is sanciitied by the tHoly
Spisit,

l'X‘h\: wedding was furmshed with guests, It was
wuch easter for Gaod (o do without the Jews than it was fur
the Jews to dowothour Ged,  ** For I say unto you that Gl
is able of these stones to raice up children unto Abraham ™
Matr, . 9)

IV, e Usworsny Guisr.—Vers, 311.14. Not all
why yielt cutwacd allegiance to the Guspel really become
passakers uf it benefits.  There bave been hypocrites and
fatee professors i all apes.

To sec the guests. The wheat and the taces are per.
mitted e geow lugether und the barvest, but then on -
spection and a sifung will 1ake place,

Hed not on a wedding ganment.  Ie condd nat plead
poverty, for wedding garments had been provided ta an vuter
chnbes for all comess, as was eostumasy op snch great oc.
casions ; and fur the sinnce thete o0 alao pravided the nght-
eoustiess of Christ with which he vught to be clathed belore
he enters the guest-chamber oa earth, and with winch ke
st be clothed before he enters the guest-chamber atwove,

Friend, how camest thouin? These must have been
same remissiess on the part of the servants atteadiag at the
duor of the guest chamber ; but this duvs put Jessen the
man's own responsibility.

He was speechless.  Literally suc2lof uor pagyal. No
man can offer any excuse at the judgment.  ** Lvery mouth
shall be stopped 7 {Rom. ui. 19).

Cast him into outer darkness, The hypocrite keeps
on hopaing that he will not Le detected | It the *“kypocrite's
tope shall peish @ {Job wiii. 133, Will not the sense of
self-destruction, and the memory of the gracious uffers of
merey cejected, be of themselves sufficient cause fur weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

TEMPERANCE LDUCATION,

‘The subject of temperance education is, we rejowce, en-
gaging public atteatton both in Lagland and i the Cmited
States. Ata recent meeting in London of the executive of the
Natianal Union of Elemientary Teachers, # was muved :—
“Fhat it is desirable that the exccutive devote attention to
the question of temperance teaching in elementaey schools,
and l;'}kc the imtiatsive in banging the subpct before confer-
ence,

Ahthough no definite action was tahen, the motion bung
defeated Ly a casting vote, and much difference of opumon
was elicited, the discussion ttseif s a sigmbicant tohen of
the vast change in public opnwn whieh has iaken place,
ite Board of Iducation of the city of New York has
adopted as 2 text-book the well known ** Pemperance tes-
sun Book," by Dr. Richatdson ; the same work whick the
English texchers proposed to use.

L. Holland, 1w avle discussion of the subject, asserts
that the matter ts ane of vital nnpartance, and that parents
ang teachers who fai} to instruct their children in regard to
the real natuce, uses and dangets of alcoholic stimulants are
guilty of culpable negligence and cruehy.

It is a cruel thing,” hesays, “10 send a boy vut o the
world untaught that alcohol i any fuim is hire aad will cese
tainly Lurn ham if he puts it into his stumach.  Jt s a cruel
thing to educate & boy in such a way that he has so ade-
quate idea of the dangers that beset bis path, It is a mean
thing o send a boy out e take his place in socisty, without
understanding the rclations of temperance to his own safety
and prosperity, and to the safely and prosperity of sooiety, ™

Dr. Holland, however, accepts the present plan of a
special temperance lesson book as a make-shift.  Temper-
ance must be taught in the scoools, and it is better that &t
should be done in (his way than not at all. But he Jooks for-
ward to the day when there wilf be no need of a special book;
when no test-book on physiology or on politica’ cconomy
shall be deemed up to the mark which does not give this
all-impostant topic its proper place.

The hallucination that there is some vistue inherent
in alcohol, or some goud to be done by it, can only
be dispelled by an intelligent undesstanding of the subject.

De. {oliand thus tersely sums up what children should
be taught as to the effects of alcohol uypon the processes of
animaf life: ¢ Firstly they should be taught that it canadd
nothing whatever to the vital forces or 1o the vital tissues,—
that it never enters into the elements of strusture, and that,
in the healthy organism, it is always 2 burden or 2 distuchiing
force.  Secondly, they should be taught ihat it invariably

L ENVITATION ACCEYTER.~Yers, 5.10. The door

pauperism, ad aggavated crime, these boys should umder.
cstand the facts and He able 10 act npon them i therr st
respoastbie canduct.

** $he nabonal wealth goes into the ground,  If we could
only nanage W buey it withuut having 11 pass thatherwaed
m the form of a porsanons thued theough the mitamed Bodses
(wlour nuighbouss and fiemds, happy shoukd we e, Ha
thes great, abonunable curce dumupates the world,  The
tamps sennmis us i 3t as he begs for 3 mpht's lodging. Fhe
widaw and the fathetless tell ws of 18 as they ask for bread.
1t scowts upon as fsam the hovels and havnts of the pooc
severywhere,  Even the clean, hatd-working man of pros.
| ety canimt enjoy his earmings because the world s full of
mesery fiom doh, The more thuroughly we ean mstraet
the young concerming this dominatmg evil of our tuue, the
tettee will 16 be for them and for the wold, Lt us usethe
temperance lesson buok ' wherevee we may,  letpe 08
demand e o Bl be wsed, and pasticoasly fet all wnters
vpun physiclugy and political econamy for schaols take up
the subject of abuliol, and Beat 1 o candully, fully, and
ably that thews boohs skatl no toager be gommensanes on
thetr own ncompetency to fill the places whose functions
they have assumed,”

And now what can be done in our Canadian schools ?
Hue the fiends of tempesance w the Dommon given the
subjeet the connderabion u deserves?  The ntroduction
wte the schaols of propes instiuction on this question,
wouhi do more tu promute the guod work than any other
agency they can employ. ~ £z ciical Churchman.

LITERATURE FOR GIRLS.

¥f there were 1o be any difference between a gitl's education
aad a bay's, I should say that of the two a gl should be
carlier Jed, as her wiellect ¥ s faster, wto deep and seri-
ous subjects ; and that her runge of Dierature stould e, not
more, but less frivolous, caleulated to add the quahtes of
paticnce and seriousness to her natural poignancy of thaught
and quickeess of wit; and also to keep her wa fofiy and
puse clement of thought.  § enter not new 1nta any question
of choice of bauks 3 only be sure that her books are not
heaped up i her lap as they fall out of the package of the crecu-
laung Wbrary, wet with the last and hghtestspray of the foun.
tam of folly, or zven of the fuuntamof wit; for wuh sespeet
tuthat sure tempiation of novel-seading, t 1s rot the badness
ufa nuvel that weshould dread, but sts over-wronght mterest.
The weakest romance is nol so stupefying as the lower farms
of religruus eacitsng Titesature, and the worst romance 1s not
so corrupting as flse histery, false philosophy, or false
political exsays,  Bat the best comance becomes dargerous,
if, by its exustement, it renders the onbinary course of fife
uninteresting, and tacreases the mulnd thest for useless ac-
suaintance with scenes i which we shall never be cafied
upon to act.

I speak, therefare of good novels only 3 and our modem
liwerature Js particslarly nch a types of such, Wl read,
indeed, these baoks have setrous use, beng nothing less
than treatises on moral anatomy and chemistey ; studies of
human nature in the clementsof at. Bat I attach httle weght
tu this function ; they are hardly ever tead with easrnestness
enough to pernnt them to fulfl n.

The sease, to a healthy wind, of being strengthened or
enervated by reading, is just as defimie and unaustakable as
the sense, 20 2 kealihy body, of being m fresh or foul air;
and o more arrogance is involved in forbidding the reading
uf an unwhulesome baok than in & physician's ordening the
windows to be opened ina sick room. ~ There isno question
whatever concerming these matters, with any person who
honestly desires 1o be wnformed about them ; the real arvog-
ance is only in expressing jugdments, euther of books or any-
thing clse, respecting which we have taken no trouble to be
infarmed.

CUOICE OF ROOKS,

Life being very short, and the quict hours of it fow, we
ought to waste none of them in readiag valueless books : and
valuable books should, 1 a civihized country, be within the
reach of every one, pnnted in excellent form, for 3 just
price; hut not in any vile, vulgar, or, by reason of smaliness
of type, physically injunious form, ata wile price.  For we
aone of us need many books, and, those which we need
onght 10 be clearly printed, on the best paper, and strongly
bound, ’

1 would urge gpon every young woman to obiain as soonr
as she can, by the severest economy, a resteteted, servis cabsie,
aad steadily~however slowly—increasing, series of hooly
for use throvgh hie ; making her hutle hbrary, of alt the
fuenituce in hee roosm, the most studsed and decorative picce 3
every volume having its assigned place, Jike a hitle statue in

disturbs the operation of the brain, and that the mind can

ity nicke,



