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NICKEL DEPOSITS OF ONTARIO.

For some tune past the Government of
Outario bave had under consideration thej
question of withdrawing from sale or lease
all or part of the kuown unsold nickel
lands in the Province, and offering them
to the Imperial QGovernment to provide
war material for the manufacture of armor
plate and British guns, The Order-in-
Couucil of November 11, withdrawing o
belt of laud ten miles wide on each side
of the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario 1
Railway, so as to reserve the minerals, |
especinlly the nickel ores, is the first stop |
towards making possible British owner-
ship of the nickel of Ontario which is
now absolutely controlled by the Inter-
national Nickel 'L'rust, a corporation hav-{
ing its members and headquarters in the;
United States., The time bas clearly
arrived when the nickel of Ountario must
no longer find its way 1nto the iron \valls,
of British battleships and guns through
the medium of a foreign trust, who sell it
at their own price without competition. |
It is conceivable that at a critical timej
when the Empire most required 1it, sup-
plies of this necessary material might not
be available.

The nickel supply of the world is at
the present time derived from two sources. !
The most important is the Sudbury dis-!
trict of this Provivce ; the other in New !
Caledonia, & Frenc - penal settlement or!
colony situated in the Southern Pacific!
Ocean, about four days’ sail from Syduey,
New South Wales. Consequently, amongst !
the great pov-ers, France and Great Brit-
ain areat present the only ones possessing

nickel to any appreciable extent for use!

in their respective armaments, aud in
modern armaments nickel is now indis-
pensable, and increasingly so. There is
reason to believe that if the British Im-
perial authorities full in with Canada’s
desiro to conserve the nickel of Ontario
for Imperial uses, France will at once
take similar steps in regard to the nickel
supply from New Culedonia.

If France aud Great Britain act on
similar lines in regard to the nickel sup-
ply in their territories respectively, it
would have the cffect of putting the
United States International Nickel Trust
out of business except on less fuvored
terms than the British or French pro-
ducer. Tor Great Britain it would be
quite unnecessary for its Government to
go into the mining and manufacture of‘
nickel in Ontario, All that will be neces-
sary would be for the British Admiralty
and War Office, in making any contracts,
tostipulate in the specifications that nickel
u-ed under the contracts must be of '
British origin and entirely of British pro-,
duction, provided it could be obtained at
certain specified rates. One of the manag-
jng directorg of Krupps, the celebrated
German gum manufacturers, is credited
with the statement that ¢‘ there was no
Jimit to the extent to which nickel could'
be used, if the consumer could get it at
about half the present price,’’ the whole-
sale price then being probably about !
An Amnerican

ments, and also a practical smelter,
laughed on having repeated to him the
foregoing remark. With a thorough

i referring to various tests and to the in-

'kuowledge of the Sudbury nickel belt he:

guve it ag his positive opinion that nickel
could be mined, smelted, refined and put
on the market for twenty ceits a pound,
out of which there would be about ten
cents a pound profit to tho producer, pro-
vided the volume of trade were large
euough.

This offer of Ontario nickel to the Im-
perial Government for naval and military
uses, as tho Toronto News observes, is
not a new thing, as such an offer was
made in 1891, when Lord Kautsford was
Secretary of State for the Colonies., ‘I'hat
was before the ern of Imperinlism that
set in at the Colonial Oflice with the ad-
vent of Mr. Chamberlain. ‘The offer
wmade then was civilly declined, probably
with but scant consideration. A renewal
of the offer to-day will reccive far different
consideration from the leaders of an Ad-!
ministration that, especially at the present
time, is most anxious to cultivate Cava-
dian sympathy and support. Of course, |
Onturio, as a Province, canuot mako an
offer to the Imperial Government gdirect,

of tho nickel ore required for this purpose
has been supplied by the Ontario mines,
and the result of experiments already
mwade would appear to justify tho expec-
tation that the demand will increase and
countinue,

In view, therefore, of the important
national uses to which nickel is being ap-
plied by foreign governments, and of the
consequent demand for mining locations
here, it has occurred to the undersigned
that an arrangement might be made un-
der which the government of the United
Kingdom should acquire a substantial,
possibly a controlling interest, in the
nickel deposits of this province.

After stating that the area over which
the nickel ore bad been found up to 1891
was seveuty miles in length and fifty in
breadth, and within this limit, known as
the * Sudbury district,”” the Proviuce
had sold about 135,000 acres, Mr. Hardy
snyS :

Should the Imperinl Government be
inclined to eutertain a proposition for
negotiations, evidence may be furnished

but must transmit it through the Secretary ; of the existence of nickel-bearing ore in
of State of the Dominion Government. | economic quantities throughout the dis-
That was done in the case of the 1891 Ltrict referred to, from scientific surveys
ofter, but as the matter was one of great|and the reports of explorers, with a view
urgency, the then Attorney-General ofto entering into arrangements (with the

the Province, the late Sir Oliver Mowat,
addressed a letter to the Coloninl Secre-,
tary, Lord Knutsford, direct, telling-him |
of the despatch that would reach him |
through the Dominion Government nnd'
the Governor-General, and asking that a
confideutial cable reply be sent giving
Yome indication as to the views of the
Imperial Government on the proposition
suggested. The Order-in-Council of April
7, 1891, adopted a lengthy report
from the Commissioner of Crown Lauds,
Hon. Arthur 8. Hardy, to the Licutenant-
@overnor-in-Council, and ordered its
transmission to the Imperial Government.
There have been many changes in the
nickel situation since Mr. Hardy’s report
was made in 1891, but some of it may be
usefully re-printed at the present time.
3Ir. Hardy begins his report by calling
attention to the fact that *talready nu-
merous locations have been acquired from
the Province by mining corporations and
private individuals, and some progress
has been made in dovelopment.’’ Inci-
dentally, Mr. Hardy gives the credit for
first publicly calling attention to.the value
of nickel when alloyed with iron and
steel, to Mr. James Riley, manager of the
Glasgow Steel Works, who read o paper
on tho subject at a meeting of the Iron
and Steel Institute in May, 1889. After

terest taken by Germany, France and the
TUhnited States in the new alloy asmaterial
for the military engineer, the report
states :

The superiority of nickel steel ar-
mor plate over the Cornwall armor plate
was so clearly demonstrated at the tests
nmade under the direction of the United
States Secretary of the Navy six months
ago, that Congress has unhesitatingly
transferred nickel to the free list, besides
placing $1,000,000.at the disposal of the
Navy Department to purchase a supply of
tho metal to be used in the manufacture
of armor plates for the new battleships
now in course of construction. The whole)

assent of the Legislature) for granting to
the Imperial Government conjointly with
the Province, or in such other manuer as
may be agreed upon, control over part or
all of the nickel ore in the Crown Lauds
of the district, subject to such arrange-
nients for the establishment in Ontario of
nickel-stee] works or manufactures, the
development of the mines, and considera-
tions of royalty on the ore, as may be
mutually agreed upon, and as shall be
approved by the Legislature.

It is part of the scheme of the gov-
ernment that the iron ores of the
Province, of which there are large de-
posits within easy reach of railway trans-
port, should be utilized with the nickel
ore in the production of nickel-steel ; and
for this purpese a sufficieat quantity of
iron lands belonging to the Province
could be set apart and held by the two
Governments, subject to the same ar-
rangements as might be agreed to
respecting the nickel lands, and with a
like provision for payment to the Pro-
vince of royalty upon the ores.

As a colony of Great Britain and a por-
tion of the British Empire, our Province
is concerned in all things which contri-
bute to the greatness and stability of the
parent State ; and recoguizing especially
bow much depends on the maintenance
of her historic position as a naval power,
it would be agreeable to our people that
the legislature should further in any way
consistent with its obligations to the
Province, and the people of the Province,
the means whereby that position may be
most eflectually safeguarded and pre-
served,

The British Government ‘took some
considerable time to consider the matter
and then came a despatch from Lord
Kuoutsford to Lord Stanley of Preston,
then Governor-Genernl. The despatch
enclosed a letter from the Admiralty,
which, omitting the formal parts, was as
follows :

I am to acquaint you for the informa-
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