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Articles. Prico.
Soap (yollow) ........................... per bar 12c.
Soups .................................. per tin 32c.
Starch ............... ...... ,...... per potund 10c.
Tinrned fruits............................per tira 42c.
Tiiimied tongues ................. ..... per pouid 18c.
Tinnrred ham.............................per tin 48c,
Tiinmred chicken......................... : 32c.
Tinned tongues.................... per pounrd 2ec.
Tomnatoes ...... p....... . . . .per tin (3 pounrds) 3 0c.

The imports of wheat ard wheat flour into ail ports of
South Africa during the year 1897, with the exception of
Lourenco Marquez, were as folows:

Description. Total imports. Fromn United States.
Wlieat ........... .. 192,703,757 Iba 183,240,201 Ibs.
Flour .............. 51,474,873 " 33,575,058 "

Thte United States ias, as cai be seen, the great bili of
the trade. Flour is received in bags weighing 200 pounds, or
in barreis weighing 196 pounds-the former preferred. Thte
quantity of leur consumied by the white population is the
saie per capita as in any ordinary comnunity in America.
Tihe natives consumrte but little fleur, corn being tieir principal
food of cereal nature.

Most of the flour is made fron wireat inported fron the
United States. There are about fifty mills in South Africa,
with an average capacity of flifty barreis per day wien in
operation. Tire shipmrents from the United States have chiefly
been via New York and Sa Francisco. Fleur is wortir to
the consumer five cents per pound ; corn mreal, three cents per
pound ; bread, per loaf of four pounds, twenty.four cents.
Witht wheat at a less prkce, the demand would be larger and
imports greater.

Preference is given by the iillers to nuimrbers one and two
liard wheat. Thaey do nsot mix wieat as do our miller.

Enaglatnd buys our wieat and converts it into fleur for tiis
market. Vih- should we niot send this fleur direct ? F our
with glucose (flourine) will not sel].

Tiers is no stock of wieat li the open market, all g<.ng
to the nilîs, and the supplies of A merican wheat to arrive are
at a very higla price. Quotations for California, vhaeat, in
quantity are 87 per sack of 200 pounds.

Tire duty on wheat is twenty-four cents pur 100 pounids,
and on flour, S1.25 per 100 pounds. Imports of wheat and
corn into South Africa decreased in 1897 ; flour increased
$283,459.50.

Thae imrports of eggs for 897 througi al tie ports of Souti
Africa, with the exception of Lourenco Marquez, amounted
to 2,650,273, of which the United States furnished 252,468.
Eggs sel] in Cape Town at eigity.four cents per dozen, and at
higiaer rates in oter parLs of South Africa.

Tire rinderpest, se fatal te the cattle of that country, was
supplemented during the past year by diseases aimong doenustic
fowls; hence, the scarcity and higi price of eggs. Tire fait
mail steamers fromn England bring eggs from Maderia on each
trip souti. Packed in baskets filled with salt, they arrive
fresh. It mnust be understood thait net until steame:rs with
cooling ciaimbers are eamployed, can this trade be captured.
If Australia cari send eggs te Soutir Africa, a voyage of thirty.
one days, Canada cai .4urely do tLie saine. Eggs nust be
what is known as " candie 'ested " and packed in clean boxes,
with cardboard fillers that have net comre into contact with
bad eggs or sawdu.st. A layer of tiean straw between each
filler would bu desirable. Varnishing the eggs has proved threi
best preservative, but the varnish is at tines affected by the
darnp of the vessel. If requested by huyers, ai samraple case
should he subnitted, forwarded by way of fast steamers to
Eanglanid, and then by fast steamer to Cape Town, in thre cool-
irng chaibers.

Owing te the excessive cost to the consumer, tho con-
suuption ins smrall. At half the price, or forty cents pur
dozen, the sales would bu more than trcbled. Tire duty on
egge i ton per cent. Quite a numnber of crystallized eggs
are imported froi the United Suites for pastry, worth S1.08

per pound in United States ; this pound- being equal to fifty
fresi eggs.

Tire imiports of butter into South Africa for the year 1897,
with the exception of the port of Lourenco Marquez, were
4,146,320 pounds, of which about 9,000 poundscaimse fromi the
United States.

Butter frot Amrerica ias been colored a too deep yellow,
ias net been sutlicienitly worked te extract the mailk arnd
warter, and ias arot been packed properly. BEoth Daish arnd
Amrerican butter cross the Equator, but the former, iamported
principally in tiai Loxes, will arrive sweeter and retain its
flavor longer.

Recentiy Australian butter ias found a ready market,
owing to its color and purity, and large quantities are irm-
ported. Steamiers on their way fromt Australia to Enrglit-ad,
wiere they aise deliver butter, cat parlaps afford to lessen
freiglt rates. A choice article, fer very long distances, is put
up in a square glass box holding one or two pounds ; around
this box is a layer of asbestos, possibly maixed with phaster,
whici mrraîkes the package impervious to ieat or dampnies.

This butter sells at fifty te sixty cents per pound; while
the butter in fifty.six pound boxes sells, affter paying the duty
of six cents per poutnd and the ireigit of two cents per pound,
at thirty ta forty cents per pound wiolesaie,-tiis for the
choicest quality. Tire wooden box is first !inied with ceicese
cloth, then with oiled paper, and the butter is packed tigit.
Tire box is fastened closely, with wire arourrd caci end.

There is no reason why Canada should net have r. share of
this large trade, if the butter is properly prepared, colored ni
paie yellow (if at all), and shipped in steamers fitted wiiti
cooling chamabers. Australia ls thirty one days by steanmer
and New York is about the sane, and yet steamers fromr
Australia bring butter, beef, and mtutton to South Africa,
and continue ta England, a distance of 7,000 railes from Cape
Town, with the route crossing the Equator.

In connection with the importation of buttor, eggs, meat,
and other perishable products, the local cold-storage facilities
should be mrentioned. Up to the pruseait, suci facilities have
been controlled by one company, whichr ownas al) the cold.
storage plants and refrigerator cars in South Africa, and con-
sequently hras been able te control the sale of these products.
If Canadian producers ean deliver such products as cheaply
as otlier counrtries, this company would be their best custoner.
A company is beiing organized for the erection of a large cold-
storage plant in Cape Town, and the Goveriinent of the South
African Republie lias signed a similar contract. Manufac-
turers of refrigerator and cold-sturage plants siould take
notice.

Tire imports of lard into Cape Colony and Natal for 1896
and 1897 were:

Year. Total Inports, Fromrr United Sttes.
1896.............. ..... 53,950.64 $45,295.20
1897...................... 92,636.46 72,436.98

Tire United Kingdon sent the bulk of the renai-nder, and it
is presumued tiat somte portion of those shipmrent cane origin-
ally fron thG United Suates.

Tire bulk of the lard front the United States usually comes
in tini boxes of fron two te twernty pouids in weigit, and is
worth te the consumter twenty cents per pound. Tire substi-
tute known as cottolene, would find a ready miarket., provided
it could seil at a price slightly lower tiran that of lard. Tire
duty on lard is four cents per pound.

Aie and beer were iuported into ports of Cape Colony and
Natal in 1897 te the aimount of 1,312,486 gallons, valued at
$767.967.48. Througi the saimie ports, in transit te othrer
countries in the interior, there were sent 54,141 gallons,
valued at $44,716.86. Of the imports consumired in Cape
Colony and Natal, the United States furnnished 64,844 gallons.
Of the imiports in transit, the 'United States supplied 28,796
galions. Tire Englisi stand first, the Germans second, and
United States exporters third. A large anoutnt of beer is
made in South Africa, there being about twelva breweries;
but it is principally sold te the native trade.
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