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the States. The prospect is far from being --ssurinlg.
There are able muen in the Desuocratic ranks wlîo favor
sounid, bonest mnsey, wlbo are fuily alive ta tise ex-
treine urgency of confidence being sssaintained iii Amn-
erican sceurities. At such a crisisas tiis, when a wave
of currency foliy seeins to be passing over tIse country,
there sliouid be joint action taken by miets of bath
parties ta guird against tie threatcning danger of cou-
fideisce being --o far -withdrawn froni the Stites as ta
bring the whole fabrie of credit inta disorder aîîd ruin-

LIuE ASSURANCE I DOUBTPUL CASES.

A paper w-as recentiy read by -Dr. Dreschfeld before
the Insurance Association of Manchester upon IILife
Assurance in relation ta doubtfui cases," saine of -tise
salient points in wbich we present, its length forbidding
publication in fuli.

IL is a difficuit probieni ta decide how mmicli addi-
tional prenîium should be charged ta caver tise extra of
a doubtful life. I)r. Dreschfeld put these lives iinto
three groups: those whose health is good, but fauîily
bistory unfavorable; those wbose fasniiy isistary is
favorable, but the ap1piicant!s occupation, hiabits, or ex-
perience of ilness iowers the valne of their lives ; a
thîrd group is made up of a mixture of tse conditions
of the others. The author holds a judicial position in
regard to the-heredity of consumption, giving scientific
arguments and facts rallier tiîan personai opinions.
Consumption seus of uncertain origin, it is IIa disease
dué to a distinct and weli r*ecoguizcd inicro-organism,"
front wl±ich it is argued that it nîay bc acquircd,
and ibat as it is an infections disease, in the develop.
ment of wbich certain pre-disposing causes besides
beredity play an important part. 0f these tise buifd
of the cbest, the occupation, the habits asad age of the
individual, are points, to be considercd by rnedicai ex-
aininers. Af 1er the age Of 45 cOnsusuptiOn vcry rarcly
appears, indeed cases are weil known wlîcre the discase
,was present in eariier years, and entircly disappcwared
after the forty-fifth year, leaving no trace of its baving
once existed. The predisposition 10 constîniption can
be wboliy counteracted and -dissipated by bicaltby sur-
rouudings, s0 that persous ýa -,: kîown ta- bave rcaclicd
a ripened age of i .ý tr ho werc regarded as vcry

doubfullivs l ~ -~: .1.What is alife assur.
ance conîpanytla ? .- sucb cases? Cleanly they must
act on thc safesidewherevcr any conditions are ksiowni,
éither in the family history, or in the appiicant's occu-
pation, or habits, or build, or in any respect wbich
pointÀ ta the probability of consunîption deveioping.
it would, however, seesu only equitable ta have pre.
miunss re-adjustable after tise crisis period lias passcd.
The paper points out that consumption isay he deve-
loped by special conditions wbich injure tise iusîgs
after ail the chiidrcn are boru, in wbicb cases tise off-
spring cannot be classed as coming of a taintcd famuly.

In regard to lives made doubtful by a risk of cancer
front heredity, or more nsanifest causes, -there is mucli
unceulinty. The author says cancer "lcanna! be said

to, lx. conîtagions or iinfectiouis,' a judginciut whiclî is
isot lheld by sonie of the faculty. Cancer is aclnîittcd
ta be a liercditary discase. anci usuially rcprciduces it-
self in the aince organt as in the parent. It dîffers froms
consnnption inii iot developing tintil iiidile life or
Inter. IITise ris.k of hercditary cancer inicreases îvith
age," is said to bc tlie gencral mile. Wlîere the fatuily
history shows that one or both parents-Uic latter ex-
trenieiy a rare eveuit-hanve d*.cd of cancer, even if the
apphcntt lias reaclhed 3o or 4o years of age. there is an
elenient of extra xisk, cailing for speciai rates. But
there are cancers whicii are niot liercditary, such as
those arising froin local injuries, as a blow on the
breast, or n injury to a li:nb, or froin amputation care
iessiy perforined. Dr. Dresýchifelt groups gant,
Briglit's discase, and diabetes as of one fainily, and the
chiidren of a sufferer froin ny ane of theus iinay iii-
herit .iny of tise thrce. Gont, isowever. whcen inheritcd
shows itscif before Uic age of 25, aid is liarniless to tiiose
of regular and active habits. Iindeed it is a conimîon
jake in ]-'îsglind that gout is fond of life, as it sticks ta
a msan np ta a prolonged old age. It is certaiuiy vcry
rarely fonnld in yotng nien of delicate constitution.

Riseuinatisin is far more fatal ; it is fêit iii cariy life,
and if inhlerited, nakes a litre very donbtfi for assur-
aice, as it s0 coininonly invoives hicatt discase, and, by
preventing ont-door exercise, is a strain on tic generat,
lisalth.

As t0 Use offsprisig of intemiperate persans, there is
reaily îsothing liereditas'y to be feared. Sosie of tise
soberest and strangest persons living to-day were botu
of parents wlso inidniged freely, as was alinost the
universal, habit of the iast gencration.

The occupations yielditig doubtfnl lives are, stone-
maw .js, miliers, painterogbidrs, and cthers
brouglit into contact with a dusty, or vitiatcd atmios-
phiere, or withi lead. Tise callings of tisose wbo are
conistantly tensptcd Io iiidulge tao freely, as conier-
cial travellers, publicanis, brewery officiais, do iiot yieid
the best lives for assurance purposes. Tise <leprecia-
lion of vitalitv fron ian attack of rhecunatic fever is
unhappiiy w£l1 kilown Io fainilies iii which tbis friglit-
fnl discase lias liad a victins. whicls probably inflicts
tise acnîcest snffering known ta onr race. Still, al-
thouiî a weak hecart usually follows, there are sanie
wlso recover frons tisis féver and have sio sigu of its
evii cffect. The paper points ont he danger of un-
snspectud siervons diseases, ane of which breeds an cx-
trincly sanguine temperasient, which lias led to appli-
cations for insurance of very large ainsotnts, and the
disease bcinig undetected by tfli sedical examsiner.
brought vcry early clainîis upon the conîpanies wlîo ac-
ceptcd sncb applicants. The piper Meore us gives an
inîprcssivc picture of tise risks incident to life assurance
businecss, anci fronti il wc deducc this lesson, that lifé
assurance comspanies should engage the higiîest avail-
able miedical skiil to conduet tiîer cxansmiations, and,
iii ail cases of doubt, tisat speciai painis slsould be tazesi
ta avoid passing applicauts whose fainily history, occu-
pations or habits snggest danger. IlBetter be sure
than-sorny," is a good niotto for a niedicai examiner.


