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TNE PRESENT STATE OF THE UNION
QUESTION.

W wish to present to our readers,in a
few words, the present state of the Union
question. Every ore—no matter what his
individual feelings may be—ouyht to know
the facts on this all-important matter, that
he may be able to guide his conduct aright.
In all things, light is good and darkness bad.

Last year, the Synod, having repestedly
voted Union without a dissenting voice,
and having also ascertained the mind of
Kirk Sessions, sent a remit on the subject
down to congregations. What was the
resalt? Swmoming up the case in the
Upper Provin~es, 11 of our congrega-
sions voted ““ nay,” and 114 voted * yea.”
In the Maritime Provinces, 11 also
voted ‘“ nay,” and 31 voted “vea.” That
is, taking the Kirk throughoat the
Dominiou, 22 were opposed to and 145 in
€avour of the proposed Re-uvion. In the
Synod that met in Ottawa, when the retorns
had been declared, a motiomwas carried by
88 to 10 in favour of going on to consum-
mate the Union; and to secure, if possible,
unanimous consent to it, certain changes
were made in the proposed disposal of the
Temporalities Fand. From the ultimate
tinding of the Synod, 6 ministers and 4
elders Gissented.

In the Synod of the Maritime Provitces
there has never been a division on the ques-
tion. But last Synod we had a new fact
before us, namely —that the people in seve-
ral important congregations were opposed
to the Union being consummated. That
the opposition was not very strong in some
of these was cvident from the fact that one
of the 11 was the very congregation that,
five years ago, had petitioned the Synod to
take steps to bring about an anion. Bat
still there was the fact. Previous to this,
the Synod had every reason to suppose that
the people of Picton would accept the
Union as willingly as the peuple every-
where else.  Negotiations had gone on fer
years. The reports of Committees and
delegates had been unanimously approved
of in Synod. No petition hac ever been
presented agaiast Unior. No man had
ever raised his voice against it. We had pre-
sented in this a beautifal contrast to all the
other negotiating bodies. Inall the others,
minorities large or small protested against
the Union ; but we fiad been unanimoas.

What was the Synod to do now?! To
go back was impossible. To break faith
with the negotiating Sister Churches woald
have been sinful. To disregard a five-sixih
vote of the Presb yteries, and a three-fourths
vote of the people, would have been uncom-



