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posing of the prisoners through the ordinary channels of the
slave mart. Slavery was the portion of war captives for century
after century. Thcy were spoils of war. Gradually life and
frecdorn became a definite matter of purchase; the captive was,
aetually, merchandise; lie represented patential wcalth to his
captor. By slow degrees the system of ransom was cstablished
niot as an occasional favour on the part of a good-natured or .-

broad-minded eonqueror, but Ls a customa ot war. Even as late
as !,ýe Thirtv Years' War exchange, was looked upon as "rob-
beîy '' and if a prisoner wvas of sueifecntly high rank'he might
lîe 1 îurchased--as a speculation, or for purpose of reprisai, or
oiber wei.ghty niatter of state-from the iîidividual eaptor by
thie latter's supleriors; for example. the Emperor paid £4,000 ta
Verdugo. -thc party seizing .. ini arder ta get the voung

1>îiiiwc af Anhalt ijuta his own bauds.'' But bv the middlc of
tiie set-cnteenth entury mare liberal. views werc permeating the
uatimus. Bv arra'ingeinents madle at Dunkirk, in~ 1646, the pri-

soniers on bath sides were ta lie returned. Nor' was thi., the oni1.

inîpravement. HJenry V. ' exemption of womiein priests, and

(bildren, grew ta inielude the medical staff anid other îîoii-eonm-

1batanits. The eartA' of 1673, betwveeni Francee aind the Nether- L.

lands, spevifieally niotes theY shall bu freed -araçoni. T;vo

vears Inter the qanie cointries agreedl that the prisoiteî's wvere ta

eICV ertaini miieys outre le pain. dI mioit ion: and it wvas

forinîjdde' to dep)riNve theni of their clothes. The' saine year-at

Stvi~ngFac aiid Ceîmmi- settled tliat îîcitber siek,
moivi>lid, ii' tinedir.il staff Nvere Ilx tdpuibs More dtiled
m'iles for the treatment of prisoiners were laid tlowil il, the earti,

of 1690 aind 1702. This hast. the "New Carte! e we the' liii-
pPrialisl4. IEhglish, I)uteh. etc., af the ance part: and the Span-

lards and Fr-etili, on the Other part,'' iot offl. giN-es Lie c'a
boaaie tabules of exehanige Ponminîî ta ail cartels al Ille period-

tbe prices varicd fromi 50,000 livres for mi Eniglish, C'ommander-

iai-( 'bief ta forts' for un.i qent illîoî ne (li canon0. alid 11111e, foi, a
sablier o:' poniton nier-h-ut inielifles exphieîl it'eetions as ta W~ho
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