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%0 the faet that ho iF, a nember of this body of earnest workers in the,
cause af science generally.

Concerning the work of the aumimer jitt past, I can or need say
but littie. The several excursions wcvre very successful, welI attended,
and enjoyable, and nuiy facts new ta members were obtained. Tho
Bgtudy of Nature in the field is, after ail, the onIy true mcithod in which.
we ean obtain a correct knowledgo of bier niysteries. Mauy a gcolo'gist
can, in his office and at bis Icistire, write learned dissertations on the
geological structure of a country about wvbichi but little la knoîvn, wvichi
may, iadecd, read vcry welI an(d ser perioctly plauisible, but wvbichi,
ntpon itetual test in the field, ini sanie, 'av <la net appear to nict ail the
requirernonts. lIt is, in ail scientifie 'vork, onily by 'I thoughit and dint
of ]îanimcring,» as aneco air nienmbers Sa lhappily pits it, thiat tho
fiindan<*nital trtta can at lengthi be reachced. Or-nitliolocgy, botaay,
entoinology, in f'act ail the branches of îîaùîîral science acquire a tenfold,
interest -whcin thecir st.ticy is taken up in direct cannection withi the
objncts studied, but wlien, by this study ini the field, we have obtained.
&Il the facts pa3sible becariag an the subjeet, then carnes the perfecting
process by their carefuil and minute study indoors. It is this feature
in the wvarking af this Club, as9 originally con tenaplated, wvbichi, thougli
possibly at tines lest siglit of, renders tlîia Society so valtiable, since it
eiu'ries on, ar at least endeavors ta carry on, ita -work exactly in this
way, and it is prcciscly for this purpose that the eveming soirees were at
:first inaugrated, thiat mcrnbcrs wvha have sy)ent tho niantls af sini mer
in collecting facts, may bave an opportunity af presenting these befare
the metmbcrship af the Cluib, and uîay receive nccded information or
light upon any p~oint that may appear ta theni puzzling or obscure.
The accouints aif the several excursions, and the results attained, wvill bo
fouind embodied iu the several nuîbers of thc Clubl pulications for the
paat suniner, and it is, thcrcf'orc, needlcas foir me ta further refer ta
thern lera, silice wve inier thant cvery meinb3r bias long cre titis carefully
rt-itl the contents af malînmber as it appeared.

It niay nat bc out of latce biere ta refer ta elle aspect af scientifie
work, the couaideration af wvhieli lias -a very important bearing an the
question generally. Many persans bave asked nme, as tlhey blave douibt-
lesa ask-edl every student af Nature in bier inany farms: What is the


