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RATTLESNAKES AND SCORPIONS.

Duning a .ecnt trip in tihe nterior off British Columbia I (ill
in with an old acquaintance. MAr. E. Bulo.-k-Webser, from Kere.
uneeo., on th. Similkameen River. near te southero boundarv off
the. province, on the. mainland. This part of the. country seems to
be a continuation off tiie desert regions wiiicii extend through the.
adjomning States and California down to Mexico; the tiieory being
borne out by the existence off sonie off the. plants and reptiles
peculiar to tiioso regions, for instance, ParMiaà tinYe»Wa as w.l
as varions members off the. Areuisia family, burrowiog owls,
hornud tonds, rateesoakes, scorpions, &c.

Seing aware off the. exitence off scorpions in the. bot rocky
huIs in the vicinity of his ranch. iiaving sem one fron, therie
in captiy sorne years ago et New Wei.eminster which had b...
hopt in a glass jar wieii only some graveL, and witiiout food or
waterfor sev.rsi rnontiis, 1Iasked rny ffriend ifh could obtain a

seienfor me. H. promised he would do so wiien og'portuniey
fed;but te season. b. said, was Pasu for obtaining te.. to

te bene advma&nt. H. thon explaîned Chat durisag the. dormant
eason the. scorpions shared the. dens off rattlemnakes, Creialw
htielfr ("ard and Girard) and in te spring tinie wii.n the. sun
began to attain some power, the. snaloes corne out to te mouths
off Choir dens, in horrid coiling masses. the. scorpions running over
tb.m on apparently quit. friendlv tern s. Mr. Webster described
meveral off those dons in te rocky douies off te. mountsios off
Similkarneen v.ry graphically.

One, wiiich (rom accotants receiv.d froua Indiens, seous to b.
te hesdquar er oT ail the rattlesoakos, is situsted in an ideal in-
ferno, a weird defi. chat would have apposled to te imagination off
Dor&. It appears chat te Indiens (rom superstitions motives do
ucot kl suake. an0 from the. srne motives do not go near Choir
dons. Mr. W'bster, how.vor, induced an old Indian to conduct
hi. to te spot, which h. did, but would not go nearer titan about
two hnndred yards. Mr. Webster .neered te horrid place alotte.
He ays it is indeucribaiily weird, the. entrance off the don proper
beiog partly stopped Up witii btanch-grass, apparontly carried
tbor by tihe sakes, presurnably for protectin against cold le
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