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il %vile generaiiy spcaking, bu. mucli more
ecotiainîcal toa ppliy mantire iii the souid
thian iii the liquid state. MVen liquidi tnan-
tire can bu olitainied in ainy quantity, and
appiie(l exactiy as it is required , inethodi,
perîap-s, pt-iieucs more strikiîîg resuits. lts

.nV(roratiiig eliects are immediatel.- secit,
and by thein tve are apt ta he ledl 10 tirin an
esîlmale of liquid inanure higlier, perhaps,
titan that tvhicli it actuaiiy deserves, and
eveui ta coiuccive it to bu superior Ia, aîîd
iikeiy ta forni a substitutu for, the solid ft.irm-
yard uraure. i (Io not, howver, think tuat
titis ii consistent '%vitiî what we know of ils
chemicai composition, which siîouid inclitne
ils ta ciass it rallie r ds ait au.xi.iary, such as
guanto, suiphate of ammionta, and te like.
Viewed ini this way ils importance catnaI
bu over-estimated, but 1 cotifess 1 catîceivo
it doubtfui whether ils advantages are likeiy
ta be foit, excepting upani what rnay bu
caiied allogether exceptional farms, wheru
ils quantity lu isa great titat il becomnes de-
siratbie ta erect machinery for its ecoîtomic
distribution. Tliat such cases existe the ex-
Venience of severai distinguishied farinera
feems unequivacably ta, shtowN, but nothing
would be more rash ian ta, attempt thu ex-_
tension aftheir systemui to the genierai lius-
bandry of the country. Iii fact, we must
hiave solid -as %vell as liquid inanuire, and for
tie very important reason that the latter lu
deficient ln phosphates, witich are among
the most imnportanit and needful elumetîts of
our cereai crops ; and wherever the quautity
of iiquid matture dous flot exceed thiat 1?-
duced on ordinary farmns. 1 agree with M1r.
Finnie ini thinking that the best and most
ecoîtomicai plan is ta, convert il, by tneans of
absarbents, inoa solid forme rather titan ta at-
tempt the application of il partiy iii tliat and
partiy in the iiquid form. On the subject af
these absorbents we have heard zi good d<'ai
Iately, and peat, charcoal, and various cther
substances have buei recommended for the
purpose, especialiy of retaiug the anmao-
nia. Same experimnents and aitalyses, made
ini the laboratory of the Society on this sub-
ject, ,xill be found in te last number of the
Transactions, wvhich show that in this respect
peal itseif greatly surpasses charcoal or any
allier substance. In these experimPlits, il
ivas found that solution of ammania xvas
absorbed in the mosl effectuai maniner by
dried peut, and that even when the saturated
peat -%vas exposed ta, the air until it bucame
dry, il retained a very large quantity of amn-
monta. It wvas, however, always observed
that a larger quantity of ammonia ivas ah-
sorbed by the peal than was retained by it,
after il tvas aliowed ta, become dry; in same
instances as niuch as haif escaping in the
latter case; and I thinik the faut an impor-
tant ane, because it iridicates wyhat practice
confirms-narnely, the rîecessity of keeping
the dung-heaps in a stale of moderate mais-
titre, which is the condition best adapted

for pre.venting thu escapeoaf ils ammonin.
There cannot, on the alter liand, bu any-
Ihing mare itapoitant than the avoidance oý
100 large a quautity of moisîtute, as nthing
is more pr(judicial ta lte rîtanuru hcap titan
ils exposure la, ail the vicissitudes ai our cli-
mate-at one moment Faturated with tain,
or more titan saturated, aI anutiterdried Up
by the heat ai the sun, in bathi af whiclicases
a los o ai atmoeia mut bu occurfring wvith
much more titan lthe average rapîiity. Al
the gentlemen tvha Iaok part it te discus-
éion wvere fuiiy alive ta titis, and il afforded
me nch satisfaction la observe that one
aui ail af Ilium 6upportcd the intm-ductiaý.,
ai correct mtnannre depais, wvhich I anticipate
ivili bu te next great improvementinl the
arrangement of aur farrn stcadings, for il, isi
oniy uder caver that the perfuct, preserva-
tian, cf manure cati be efrected, or ail thase
precautions taken, wiîieh are requireci ta,
prateat il fromn lass. Sucit opinions, itow-
ever, tlîough thuy are consistent with theory,
ani are borrie out by lte observations made
on te superiar value af tue matiret praduced
by the systerat cf bax feediîîg, and other
similar plans, have flot as yet.been suffi-
c-ientiy substantiaîed by experlînent. Sa
far as 1 knaw, we have onIy one expetiment
on thec comparative value cf manuru, made
under caver ami withoul, ltai of Mr. Camp-
belle cf Ciaigieta o hicit 1 reierred at lte
nmeetinig; and I mentioit the nî.tter. agaiît
here, because it wauld be daing a, goad ser-
vice ta the pragress af agriculture if any of
aur members couid bu în1duced ta institute
an extended suries of experiments on titis
subject. The condition in wiuich f*arrn-yardl
manure shauid be applied is a question
witich has been fuily discussed by several
ci lte speakers, aîtd the genural opintion iu,
taI ln auiturnn il siîouid bu appiied pretîy

freslb, but titat in spring il should bu wel
anid îtaraugitiyrotted. Such,lI eed scaýrceiy
say, is the general opinion, and il is that also
to wvhichw~e shanid bu directiy led by titua-
retical cansiderations. The t'oting of mari-
tire is, in fae the conversion of ils nitrogen
miat amumonia, the state in which il is ab-
sorbed by te plant, and whun the maniure
is ta, lie long iin the graund beforu that pro-
cess is ta taku place, il is obviaus that the
lcss ai ils nitrogeut that is canverted int the
condition ai the volatile and soluble amina-
nia, the Iess likely Nvill lt bu ta lase by the
pratractud exposute ta tue vicissitudes ai the
wvinter. Exactiy the reverse ai titis siîould
bu the farmur's abject when hu applies bis
manure la spring. He must then endeavor
ta, have as much ai ils nitragen in the farm
af ammarhia as possible, as wve knaw weli
that the abundanit supply ai tîtat substance
is most valuable as giving a -start ta the
yaung plant, and bringing it rapidly through
the first stage ai ils tender existence. Such
shauld obviously bu te systemu, where farrn-
yard manure alane is to bu emnployed; but il,
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