
SKETCHI 0F A WESLEYAN MINISTER.

REv. ENOCIL WOOD.

N o. 2.

In the year 1826, there befel the Wesleyan Missionary Society the most
painf'ul calamity that has hitîjerto befallen tliat, or any odier Missionary
Society of modern times. We allude to the wreck of a vessel callcd the
Maria, employei as a mail packet in the West Indics ; on board of whichi
five Missionaries andl some of their wives and children Lad cmharkcd on
their retura from. their annnal District meeting, to, theïr respective
stations on those lslands.

To supply the vacancies thus so, su.ddcnly rendercd, volunteers for Mis-
sionary service were soughlt and ohtaincd in Erigland, arnong whiom was
the IRev. Enoch Wood, thon a youthful acceptcd candidate for the Mis-
sionary wor,--a transieut member of the family of the 11ev. George
Morley, senior Secretary,-wvhose first designation was Ceylon, but
upon this sad visitation, wlien it was difficuit, so biastily, to fill up the re-
quired number to suppl this melancholy defieicny,--promptly offcred bis
services, and the Islands of Antigua and Montserrat became the first field
of bis Missionary labour. tAftcr a stay of more than thrc years in the West
Indics, fromi failing bcalth, he was removed to the Province of New Buns-
wick,- where lie tilled some of its inost important stations, sucli as Fredrie-
ton, the capital of that Province, and St. Jobhns, its principal maritime
éty. In the former lie remaincd four years, and in the latter, with a
short interval of two years, the protraeted terni of twelve years. Wc
have it on the authority of those wbo were in a position of knowing, that
bis popularity as a Preacher was unprecedented, and Lis usefulness not
often equalled. In the year 1847, le acconipanied the 11ev. IR IeD.D.,
by earnest request of the latter, to this; Province, and was present at the
consuinmation of the Union between the English n aain(ofr
ences. In this country Lie bas continucd to reside, to the present, filling
the biglhcst and most responsible offices, in our connexion. Hoe bas been.
Superintendent of Missions thirteen years, and President of (Jonference
seven years, being a longer period t1iu any one mn ever licld ini this
exalted position, in any Wesleya-n Conference, save Dr. Coke, in the Irish
(Jonfereuuce; and as Superintondent o? issmions, bis tenure of office bas
bee» witbout precedent, if we make the saine exception.

INWLen we sec a Min-.,ter, for so maniy years oecupying sucli exalted and
responsible places in the Wesleyan Churcli, whcre changes forni so promui-
'nent a part in its usages, and anxong those ýwlxo arc perfctly indepeudlent


