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8 ie venomous serpents are divided into two groups, inamely,
0lenl9Ypka, including the rattiesuakes, vipeis, &c., and Pro-021!îlpha, embracing the cobras, coral or bead snqkes (Elaps),

%rid V9etormous water snakes of the East (Hydrophide). Fortu-
ntlpharmiesa serpent are, throughout the world, by ith

Ilot n :uines In the States nortli of Maryland, there are
cf sleeies ofpoison-fanged serpents (the rattiesnake and

btleiiwhile the non-veiinous number eightcen species.
the e *faligs of serpents vary in num4tr, shape and size. In

'flper, Pelias ber'us, the only venoinous one of the threcI*c)êieîs of'serpents found in Great Britain, the fangs are two in
lilOer ath are situated. in the superior inaxillary bones. Therelietî no oer teethl il, the xnaxillie, but there is a row of smasll

latl ilthen p alatine bone on each aide. The bite of the viper
ii of' etrenie]y painful, but rareiy if ever fatal. The viper'ltfud in the United States. 1 rernember on one occasion
44 .arYiandi a gentleman coneucted me to a wood to show nie

'lPer 'hle hlad a short time before killed, and gravely intormpd

at ,an "extremely poisonons spleties." It, however,
i. bea hariess hognose snake, Ilderodon plot yrkinus.

inP*1ow the bead of a viper, with fangs thrown forward
Ipoiintostrike.

Tefangs of the rattiesuake (6'rolaas) are aiso two in number,atuated a
gare l the viper. They are curvedl backward, an.d hoilow

fo e he tipq, where tbey are solid, and turned slightlyejeced. The minute opening throughi whi<-h the venom is
lik 18 ln front, about one tweifth of an inchi froni the needie.

e t'oint The glands in which the venoin is secreted are oval
.Gf t l -nsala d, two in number, situated one on either aide

brefbn uer jaw, behind the eye. Each gland has a duct con-
C ththe hase of its fang. These poison duets are kept0 hY au arrngemenIt oft nuscular fibers when the fangs ai e

due "ss ut a the oment when the snake strikes these
ýp1are forced open by certain muscles of the head, and the

th5804 shoots through the ducts and ont of the openings iiear
th point& of the fangs into the wound. Wben not in use

S£ r Ph~ Ile upon the gums in the roof of the mouth, buried
e lids of mucous membrane.
3 represents baif of the akuil of a rattlesnake, viewed

ý7e Sie with the fang thrown outward and forward,

Ai5 f deadly machuca, of Nicaragua (Bo1hropa atroxr, Wagler),
012greaât fan oain the upper jaw, two on each side. Fig.

~ theheadof t'h mnachuca, two-thirds naturai size, drawn
I*hiîa, % e " ci in the Academy of Natural Sciences,

a.Fig. 2 i8 a front view of the head, showing

the mucoua folda covering the basai portions of the fangs. On
the right aide of the jaw of the specimen examined, one fang i.s
drawn back against the roof of the mouth, while the other is
thrown forward. Th is seems to show that the fangs are capable
of independent motion, but we have no proof of this fact. It
may be they were thus forced apart when the serpent waaâ
killed.

A SURF, CURE F0O1 Poui,,rRv LWEF.-Liec are the great pest of
the poultry bouse. Hens left to range about the farmi or gar-
den will keel, clean by swallowirîg in the dry dust. But for a
good part of tbe year villagers have to keep their bens in con-
fnement, and very soon, without conistanit watchfulnesa, lice
appear, and if the ponltry bouse is niear the barn, or within it,
the vermin spread to the cow and horse-stables, and make trou-
hie there. White.washing, if it were attended tu every month,
would be effectuaI, F~ the wash penetrated ail the cracks. But.
this involves a great deal of labour, and it is diflicuit to reach
all the crevices. There is the sanie objection to sulphur and to-
bacco smoke. A few of the lice are generally left tor seed. after
every smoking. The best remedy .Ne have ever applied is crude
petroleum, or, if nmore convenient, the coninion kerosene oul
used for lamps. This is always at hand, and a few minutes'
labour at tbe il-can will rout the enemuy. Generally one appli-
cation is enougli to destroy themn. We apply it directly to the
perches, pouring a conitintuons streain from the spolît. The hens
get this oil upon their feet and legs, aud it is rubbied ahl over
the feathers. 1It ha penetrating, and the odor seems to be exceed-
ingly offensive, to ail inlecta. We have no lousy liens since the
application of this remedy.-Scicntific Ainerican.

To BRIORTEN lRoN.-The following niethod of brightening
iron, wbich appears suitable for soine of the less important

ý arts of largedcocks, is recomînended by Boden. The articles to
e brighteîed are, whien taken froîn the forge or roI's, in the

case of such articles as planes, wire, etc., piaced in diiuted sut-
p huric acid (1 to 20), where they reniain for about an hour. This

h s the efiect of clesnsing theni and they are wamhed dlean with
water and dried with sawdust. Tbey are then dipped for about
a second in commercial nitrons acid, wasbed carefnhly, dried in
sawdust, and rubbed dlean. It is said that iront goods thus treated
acquire, without nndergoing any of the tissual polisbing oper-
ations, a brîghit surface havinig a whîite glance. ('are should be
takeni by ajiy une timing tise nitrons acid not to inhale its fumes.

THE DEST'RUTCTION 0F MIcE.-The Prague authorities invite
earnest attention to the very serions proportions the plague of
inice throughiout Bohemia bas assume d, and recommend the
adoption of a numnber of messures whereby they hiop to stay its
progress. Amtong these are the protection of anim ais destructive
to mice, sncb as fitchiets, owls, hawks, jackdaws, and crows ;
suffocation bv the introduction of smoke, or sul phur fumes, or
water ini the iloles ; deep ptowing in autumn; the distribution
of pIla of iron ilings and yeast made up with fat, or of wheat,
barley, or other grain that bas been soaked for 24 hours in a
solution of oak ashea,- or of tittle lialls of meat and powdered
glass, or, lastly, of amaîl bits of aponge broited in bacon-fat.
They furtber gave warning that ail this formidable arsenal will
be of lîttie service unless it be broughit tu bear before the mice
have gained any coniiderable ascendency, for their natural fecun-
dity is so uncomfortably great that under favorable circumatances,
a single pair may reckon on some 25,090 direct lineal descend-
ants in the course of a twelve inonth.

AROMA 0F BUTTER.-A Silesian farier suspends in bis empty
churn a ralico bag, fitled with fragrant herba, keeping the cburn
carefully closed. At churning tinie he substitutes four smaller
bags, attaching one tu each of the beaters of the churn. He
thits coînîunheates to the butter an aroma as delicate as if the
cuws lîad pastured iii meadows most bighly favored by nature.

PAINTINU, VENETIAN BLIND.-SiX pounds of white lead, twa
pounds of zinc wlhite, one pound of minerai green, ground in
turpeutine. Add resin varnish titi it is pretty stiff, and thi
with turpentine tilt it works easy. These are the ingredienta
used in many of the best shops.

TiiE Eamles process at the steel works of Anderson & Passavant,
Pittsburgh, is giving gratifying results. An S-foot furnace is
novw in operation, and a 24-foot furnace is to be buiît. Stroni
iron ba b een puddled with 38 gallons of benzine, and "1frozenl'
pots metted in a coke hole in 2ïours and 10 minutes with 17
gallons. The process is to be tried at some of the iron milla.

ToBÂcco smoking has doubted in Great Britain during the
last 30 years.
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