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What is the promise? Why, that the very
best that the holy, mighty, faithful, loving God

can give shall be ours on the simple condition

that we turn away from sin, accept Jesus as our

Naviour, and open our hearts to he filled with
the Ioly Spirit, “If ye, then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto Your children, how
much more shall your heavenly Father give good
things to them that ask him.” I know that
many  persons, espec ially  young ]N'I\()IH are
afraid to be “filled with the Spirit.” They im-
agine it means something so unnatural as to
make them cely fit to live with ordinary
folk. They are afraid of being “queer.” Per-
haps they have been misled by what they have
seen and heard from some wheo speak unadvised-
Iv. The fullness of the Spirit is too rich a bless-
ing for us to lose through misunderstanding. The
Holy Spirit is God. (* an you think of anything
more blessed than to have the God who made
every beautiful thing, who knows all things,
who is infinitely holy, whose name is Love, take
possession of you so fully as to enlighten,
strengthen, guide, and use every faculty of
Your mind and soul and body? Ape you afraid
of God? Would he not make the most of you
in every beautiful, gracious, happy way, if you
would suffer him to do his own will in you and
through you? The angels in heaven do his com
mandments, hearkening to the voice of his word,
They are hllwl with his Spirit, W, ould it make
You “queer” or disagreeable to live with to be
like, the angels? Let us try to be rid of false
ideas about the bl sed Holy Spirit: ot us
study what the word s Vs of his work, and his
power in us, until we long above all things to
throw wide open every avenue of our being to
him,

“For every virtue we Doss
And every vietg ¥ won,

And every thought of holiness,
Are his alone.”

“Your sons and your daughters shall proph-
and your young men shall see visions,”
different, indeed, is the use of the tongue
when the soul is filled with the Spirit, Proph-
ecy is not frivolous or uncharitable conversa-
tion.  You will speak “with othep tongues
when the Spirit gives you utterance ; but that
will not nec: essarily exclude innocent mirth It
will take the sinful sting from the Jjest, and leaye
only its exhilarating cheer, The visions the
Spirit gives are not those of wealth or fame for
personal ambition : they are the broader, more
inspiring visions of what wealth and influence
can do to make the world hetter

and happier,

TOOL BANNER.

The fruit of the Spirit is love, Jjoy, peace, gen-
tleness, goodness, meekness, faith, temperance,
Are these to he feared? Let jt not be said of
us in reference to the Holy

Spirit, as was said
of Jesus, “He cdme unto his own, and his own
received him not,"

The Teachers’ Meeting,

The Lesson Homily in the Hlustrative Les-
son Notes suggestively elahorates the fulfill-
went of the promise: 1, When? 2, Why?
3. How? 4, What? 5. What the power
enabled them to do, 6. The proof of the power,
<o study of the Holy Ghost nm\ be pursued
textually on the mllm\mz plan: 1, His Names,
John 14, & Cor, 3, l] Eph. 1, $
Heb, 1. 2;
Psa. 1

0 . L 8
Baptism  Johy 20, 4; 4,
10 44; 19, ¢, 4, His Acts

1. 24; Rom, 5, 5. 1 Cor, 12, 810 (.nl
h R 23....Note the outlines given in the
First and se(oml Studies of the Hliustrative
\oles, and in the three lesson books—7")e
First, The Young People’s, and The Lesson
Handbook. ., . The symbols of thig lesson are
worthy of Ntuth—\\ln “tongues ;" why “cloy-
en;” why “ae of fire;” why the day of Pente
cost chosen for thm display of divine power ;
why the * ‘sound ;” why the * ‘mighty wind,”

Blackboard.
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The tongue of flame was a symbol of thap
holy anointing which each apostle received,
What it meant of utterance, power and cour-
age, love and zeal, their immediate success and
after lives hear ample evidence, The result
of the revelation given on that momentous day
was but the fulfillment of long-uttered proph-
ecy, and betokens the experience each of us
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