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books the gnovernor shahl issute a procl-amation to that elfect,
-ind thoen it shall be the duty of school boards to adopt a
series of books for live years. If the state board is vaiable
to procure books beiow or. at the prices stated, it shahtl
advertise for maiuscripts of the *books needed and select
such as are saitisfactory and have them published at the
expense of the state, and then sell the books to the local
boa-,rds at cost. Publishers desiringn to seli books in Kansas
shahl file proposais iii the office of the state superintendent,
and the board of editcation shall consider them and accept
such as are satislfactory. Each bidder shahl make affidavit
that he belongrs to no trust or combine.

Literature, Historical Notes,, &c.

COMPOSITION.-1EPRODUCTIONS.

]3Y CA.D. NNS0N.

At the period of life when imitation is a powerful factor
iu the education of a child, one of the very -first princîples
of teaching composition is the setting of good exarnple,
For this, it is necessary that the child hear nothing but
good Enghish spoken, and a gnood Engilish style, aind that
lie road only the best of the grood Enigish writers. In this
%vay, if there ho, the gerins of a fair wvriter in the child, they
are brougýht ont ant1d deveioped.

TUlconsý-ciouisly, or course, mucli of the good -from the
readiing cornes, but it is nlecessary to study the writers ca-re-
füily, if their re:ateEt secre-ts are to be learned. This it is
difficuit, to do, as vve unwittingly slip over many important
points, withouat at ail aippreciating that they are important.
This cornes front the welI-known Cfact that the higrhest art
conceals art. It is nlecessary, then, to study the master-
pieces of English. Out of a desire to make scholarship
dloser and to bring to notice the fine points of a writer's
style, reproductions of good pieces of Enghlish composition
have heeîi tried. These consist of stuadyîng or reading the
points to be. re.produced and then writing out the extracts
as nearly ini the style of the author as possible. In the
lower grades this method shows pretty clcarly the pupil's
powTer or cxtracting knowledgre from the printed page. For

the studonts of the high sehool, or even of the coilege, this

serves as a good exercise iii the rnethod. of mnakincg literatiire,


