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eration of the ihuman mind that we must blame for whatever consequences are
supposed io attach themnselvee to free thinking and unbolieving speculation.
Well, you don't need to be iold that there was enough to deplore since the
titne of the Reformation. The love of many waxed cold ; etrifes and divis-ý
ions came in ;'worldliness gained the botter of many who had the form of
godlines, but were ignorant of the power of it. And as I ehail mention in
a little tir,@u, in the last century there was inucli to 'be grieved and humiliated
for, even over the best parts of Chriatendom. But in the beginniug of this
century God wrought great changes. Sucieties sprang into existence; Christ-
ian mon and woinen were led to take up thé%wurk of God in a spirit of true
aggression; churches were cntrained to 'put their resources to the doing of
aggressive spiritual ivork, and it is not too inu.,h to say, that thore nover waa
since the beginning of the world such a gerai nmiaionary work being done
as le being dune in- the year in which Ood perraits, us to live. Lot me men-
tion this single circumetance. Those of you whc' have seepn the book by Dr.
Dorchester, &ipoui "lThe.Problem of the Tinie" will see statistice that, as far-
ue I know, in tho course of two or throe years that the book lia been before

-the public, have not been impugned. He gives us the alatement that at this-
moment tbdre -are, clerical and-lay, about forty thousand good men and wo-
mon engaged in purely missionary work tha* God bias givon tzj ie Church;
and how inany doors He hau opone4ý and how wide they are, nd how many
forces Ho has taken and utitizsd,-h mîmai ambitiorn, human pride, huîman
groed, scieutific eagerness,-theeNand a thouaand other agencies God lias tak-
eu hold of and used, soe that rogiôns liko the dark continent are now thrqwn

-open, and forty thoueanîdnen, and women missionaries are engzaged in taking
possession of these -open fields, and sowing upon them. th d 8eed of the
kmngdomn. For. this we pught to be deeply thankful to0 Go0 d ehtY. But
anme one says, 1'rVhe progrees i8 aftor ail comparativoly slow." O) paratively
slow! Comparatively in viOw of what consideratiomi-; what isithe comparison ?
Again I ask you tô look at figures which cannot be absolutely proved, but re-
garding ivhich we ha4> a good dog@'ee of moral cértainty. The eitimatâ le
that by the close of the eiglith century of thxe Christian era, there were about
thirty millions of professing Chiristiane lu the world. At the end of eight,
centuries about tjhirty millione. That *will seer to, yottA comparntively emal
number, but you will have to ailow for the limitod popWation one thousaud
years ago, andyou have to laok over the field in its ch&~acter, and when you S4
that, yon will probably ce to the conclusion that thirty millions of pro
fessing Christiane je not far freux the riglit estimate at that time. But since
the boginning of thià century, since the year 1800, in the UJnited States alonef
thirty-five mnillions profesaing Christians have been added te the Christians,
of th~e World. (Applause.) Comparatively, I eay thon, the progreas je not
slow ; 'it is rapid and encouraging without any procedeut in lustory. Now
why, should wejejoice over thie spîrit ? Because we love Him who hung up-
on the troo fg~ our redemption, whose handa were pierced, whose aide was
pierSd. that we might be forgiven and have eternal lite ; and*who, as Ho took
Hie departure from the earth, said to the little baud of Hie followers, "Go ye
and preaWh the gospel te, évery creature." So He eaid te Hl a apostles. We
wanit to be ppostolie ; we waut to be apostolic churches ; we want tofet thse
apostolie spirit ; we want te do the apostolie work -we waut te de îtin an
apoatolic way. Hew can we apoed on this gracions 'workbotter than by
apreading this trutb. of the living God ?

*There is yet another lineo f thought, which, as I draw te a olose-becaiise
it le. neither right or desixale that your patience should lie unduly taxed-
I ehail veuture to atiggest't-4ehe tondency of our, timtes te the independ-
once of mid, by wbich the age is oharaoterized. But there was a time when
the human mind was far freux free. There wae time for example, when ini


