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cannot speak Arabie. Our host ivas «very ]îospitable, and gave us a gobd
dinner, and on the 8tx vie left for TMkndili. Sucli torrents of rain and
suchix nud as -ie bad to go throughi to-day I nei-er wilneEsed Mefre, fm-ni 8
A..v. to O 3r The poor beasts cuf bur-den toiled on. TJhe whole count.ry

*pouring -witli rivers of waler. 1 'was quite surpx-ised that none broke down,
*and iii the evening %we found oux-selves inost minifortably entertaincdl by a
sricli Jelw named S"assoon, te whomn 31r. Waitman, wlien fie left with btue
IWally, liad given me a letter of introduction. Jiere again we wex-e de-
layed, and puzzled to know wliat to do. The struiglht road by ]3e]edx-uz to
B lagdad was reporteÙ to be impassable on acconnt of lihavy rains. A mule-

j eer arrived who lri lost four mules in bte water nearB]eledruz. The Turk--
ish side of the fronta-r is as sparsely populated as the Persian. Ei-erywhere
in the great plains of the ligris there are tbe r&rnains uf aucient irrication

*canais and iuins of o]d tow ns, telling of px-espeiity and plenty where novî all
*is desolation. We ivaitedl for bwo d-ays, grently eDjoying the kindness of the
Jews, and by our host>s advice st.arted on the lotîx fur an encampuient of the
M Çda Arabs, four houx-s distant, where, as lie said, wev could inquire the state
of the road to ]3eledruz, and, if it was stU] impassabie, go by the longer route

Sto Shahraban.
* Cllbh.-The Aabs assured us that thc -waber on bhe ]3eledruz road badi

gone dlown, that it bad been up te a inan's neek and iras now mot niuch above
the knees, and bliat it iris quize near lis, mot furtber titan Nve had corne Ses-
tex-day, viz :four houx-s. 'r'ok guides from theni in addition to aur g-u.trds,
and started long before sunrise. ]ie-und it tookus eight houx-sinstead tlof.our.

Aferwading for zbout thre houx-s thiroug,-h bbc înost adhsiv-e nid I ever
passe through, carne out on a nice piece of dry ground ivithi» a farsang of
J3eledruz,-irberewie found afew I-ahtents. Oh, t1he cornfox-t of feeling terra

firmunc uder the poor hox-ses'feetanid of cups cf coffe deit freiy to us ail witl
,.rab hospitaiity rcund a fire in the tent! Aud, stili more the assuraucewhicli

the Arabs gave us, that the road iras good, th e irriter osf bhc river (as 1 igno-
rantly supposed) -one down, and tbc sight of the date gx-oves of fleledru;

withn ilre miecf us!1
"A EARUL .i1&Ru. -But aies ! eux- comforts were scon dirs eateci. It is

no esaggex-ation bo say 1 shall hever forget the liorrors of those iiree milez.
I I tboug.ht notbing of a river up te tbe sadIle girtbs ; but it iras; nu rivex-it
I ias mrxe tIsu tire miles of the nuost féax-ful tuarzh i 1ever saw. _\-o mule on
Iearth couidclarry bis burden tli-ouigh it Wie iree nit.beforewe-neiwlirere

we were. Everywhere the :water was up otehorses' knec, and every two

its feet. D'ogs iwre feeding around uis on Ulic caircases of other mules which
hbad yieidcd up Uhc gbiost to the Deinoin of tbc Marajeh, as it is calcd, anid I
bhoughut ours weuld share tlieir fate. 1 get off nîy herse, and walked about
in Uhc ira ter, and had, thc ionds liespedl ùp, selfisbiy iakin- care tu put sonie
nuerchant> ivares which btcenuuleteex- bad on ether mules under cour bedding
anmud ciothes; ;and ther. having sent ene of eux- guards iii one direction, George
31Mmclrertich, and I went toe bion-n for belp ; and ill wrss bx-ezghit safeiy eut
but most of eux- things well dx-euched again. ThMsdrl God mny Pcrsian. trans-

l«int escape as by a iirac!c!1
'Ilree max-cies more brouglit uis tu J3agdacl, on tbe 141tb, haviugr been

I sxtytuc dyse» -~ue ror irabn.Yen must noV fncy that-travelhinngiu
P ersia is genex-ally hile this, and 1 hope 1 have not tired Sou urxsh detail. Tise
bcavy rains w!ich ga ve uis se inucli trouble rc the greatcst blessing te this
l and, sud aircady the robbers have becii put down.7

* At Bagdad a house bas bec» obtained for a depot, erg c1exts bas
becu instalied, aud a ivell-quailicd colporteur frorn Tiflis scut te join hM.
',Nlr. Bruce, n-ho had been applying hinseif urith bis companion to Uic study of


