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First Congreeational cburcb, a mast corn
* modious and comtortable audience room

ýith other moins besides. 14.ere is a pros-
~eoscburch under the pastorate of the

* ev. t>t. Jackson, one af the Most rcspected

tinist ers ofthe City.

1 PEC CALMYG SYSTJA.-III.

11Y REV. JOUN IBURTON, 11.).

Though 1 tain would trust that there are
innuy of my brethren whose intense spiritu-
àity of heart would suppress the candidating
spirit such as 1 confessed ta in my last,

cylet, secing misery laves catnpanionship, it
bas been a kiud ai consolation ta me that
iome, who, i the coui se af events, have been
in a similar position, have cxperienced the
like tendencies. May we hope that they
yîho voluntarily affer thernselves as candi-
dates escape the humilatian altogether 1

But what is the effect of the candidating
ýéndency upon the people. Of this onc
viwhase sphere is the pulpit can only judge
$y the echues af the voices that corne tram
the ew ; yei cboes are treguentiy very dis-
tinct. 1 bave heard a [ewv. Here is a large
Christian EndeavorSociety. 0f course, the
candidate must present himself there. He

ijas made is bow and donc bis best. The
m~embers arc requested ta reniain for a few
r oments after the meeting bas closed.

SWeli, bow does th is one do ? Oh 1 1 don't
like him ; nor 1, why does hbcfnot shave
cecntiy? 1 don't like the way lie stands

' 'vyen lie speaks; it is nlt as nice as MNr. -
Jýo, and there is a squeak in bis voice."
Ye~rdict: He won't do" and the atter-
tùeeting is laver. There are tbirty votes
t6ere, and they count as many as thirty of
ihe most experienced and wse heads of ibat
conrgregation. Fact, gentie reader, al afiti
,and mucb mare ot a similar kînd. I shall

-bý glad," says a iboughttul eider, Ilwben
tbis business is over. Every form ot criti-
cudm tram a creeking boot ta the parting of
gIte h air." IlHe tells a stary well, 1 tike
lÉat," etc., etc., etc. 1 remember a sîory,
ýiard in youth, af a good woman's opinion
ci a candidate: Oh 1 it was grand 1 How
tiyeetly lie pronounced that word Betize-
b'ub." And on such Uines some majarities
aÙe gained. Not always. IlDad you sec
]Çr. -; lbe is not mucli as ta character,
odutihe made a lot of monty and bas influ-
once," and hm, rnay be a gond mnan with a
hobby. Gaod men possessed wih hobbies
or fads and maney have influence, and tbeir
influence may determine the balance of
-boncst difference of opinion ; tht candidate
lrnows this, so do the people, andi judgt ac-
*ordingly. IlWt cannai afford ta lst him,
tve arce more than satisfied that you are

ur mon, but unless you win hîm aver we
.'zannot manage it.>' Here again, 1 would
i ay, 1 am net rnaking an universal charge-

far trm it-but stating facts ibat indicate
« iendencies, and these tendencies show bow
p eedful it is at times that the aid order
ibould change, giving place ta the new, lest
lnt gond custom should corrupt the world.
Yf candidating bas a Aegenerating tendency
iupon tbOse wbn art supposed ta spcak as
.Cbrist's ambassadors, i is equaliy pernici.
Dus in its results upoùi those who bear, wbo
>Professedly carne together for viorship, hecar
àS critics, and separate as j udges, flt a f the
-Word, but of the dress, Icatures, parts of
ihe man wbo is supposed ta lead thern in
Idevotion. 1 have na desire taelbe father con-

[essor ta any people, siil 1 woud ike ta
iznow how often in the selection af a minisi-
er the standard given ta Titus by Paul, is

*kept in nind : " In doctrine, uncorruptness,
egxavity, incerity, souna speech ibat cannai

bc condemned, ibat lbe that is af tht COU-
trary part may bie ashamed, having no evii
thing ta say of you."1

1,To bring these notes ta a close, the
system of calling bas followed the abuse of

*presentattan, and was needed ta preserve tht
*.spiritual libertics of the Cburcb. It has

5erved a gond purpose, and bas in it cie-
- taets of pernmanent value, but it bas large-
ly dcgcneratcd ia a sYstem ai " candidat-
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ing," which is sîrictly un-Presbyteriat as il
is pre-eminentiy seit-seeking, and seli-Pleas-
ing. Couud the spirit whicb al aur forfis Of
calling imply bc generally reaiized, we
wouid say, [cave tbings as lhey are, there
are spots an tht sun, and ail tbings human
will show defecs ; but in ail tanesty we
knaw that "caihing ' exists largely but in
naine, and "candidatiug " is fast becoming
the rule, and af candidattng my verdict ecn-
pbaticaily is thati h is cvii oniy and thai
conîinually. During .bcenture period in
îvhich candidates are being heard, the
preacher iS vrtually anu.ttor playiog as
besi le can bis pirt, and thte.-ongregatton
"ltht gr :s in tht theatre gaiiery wlio are
prtpaing ta applaud or athertvise as tht
liumor affects thein. 1 know that these
words ta many may appear strong, 1 know,
tue, that over al buman vagaries tht Lord
God onmnipotent reigneili. Ht can mxakt
man 's folly ta prýàse Hin , I aiso, mos
firmiy, believe, ta use tht words ai the As-
sensbly, that "mtodifkçations in the prescrit
practace ai tht church " art imperatively
calied for ; and if ihese tterance of miane
only tend ta deeptn tht anteresi ai tht
Church at large in tht question now an the
hands of an able conmittee, my humble
task wilt have heen accarnplashed mtanwhilt.
Some ther day, ab oppartuuuly oct.urs,
furîher notes may be added.

Gravenhurst, Ont.
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liV REV. iMMAb NAI rKits, iB.A.

In the issue of December i2th, ni TîiE
CANADA PiF.sBvîftRIAýN, tht Rev. Dr.
Dicksan describes a congregation that is es-
sentially weak. Perhaps it would flot bc un-
interesting or wibout profit te tell ai another
that is weak ia a different way, accidentally
weak. It is ta bcehoped thtre ara netl many
like it in the Church,hut iitheut a doubt
there are sont besides ibis ana, and a more
intimat knowledge of then would belp ta
explaira why funds an greater amount are flot
farthcoming tram certain quarters for cer-
tain purpases aiways rigbîly kepi before tht
attediion of cangregatians hy Presbyteries
and Assemblys' cammittees.

Tht congregatian in question bas session
records dating back ta thtetwenties, and long
lime litiore that it existed as a mission. It
bas about ont hundred and four bona fld
members, and bas itherto been reparîed as
having sonteîghty families. It is, therefore,
a snail congregat ion. Let us analizet h and
consider tht circumstances, wicb il is
affecttd.

To begin îiîh, i t bas sixteen remnants ai
fanilies, with oniy ont persan leftin eacad;
five parts ai families wiîli mare than ana
persan, tht other part af each iamily, îib
ont exception, being Roman Caholic ; and
sixty famiies,-tour ai thern Churcli ai Eng-
land and ont Methodîsi. leaving fifty-flve
Presbyterian fanalies, twenty-onc ai whom
are etîer hereditarily non-church-gaers, a1,
as in suint cases, non-cburch-goers of very
long standing on thear own account.

Mien, the cnmmunity in wbicb ibis con.
gregation is found is ane two-thirds of
wiich is made up of French Roman Catbolics,
wbo are tht aId setîlers. Tht cansequence
bas been mixed rnarriages witbout nunlier,
witb the resuliing dîvided fanilies, indafler-
ence ta one churcb or bath, and baose ideas
about the keeping of the Sabbath Day, and
mistaken ideas about much blesides.

A congregational lement introduced in
days long gant by bas never praperly assimi-
laîcd with tht conigregation. Nunstraus
fanilies were alienated frorn the churcli many
years aga, aiso, by a churcli bercsy, and tht
masi af lhesc have neyer identified iben-
selves activehy wiîh any othcr religious body
althougli losita us. Rence the aId bitter-
nesses rankle still, and oly deati and liime
can efface their marks.

Titre are in this congregation twelve
young people (a considerable proportion)
nol connecîed witb (amies, withdrawn tram
homo influences ; iweivo widows and ibrce

widowers, wihi some six or eiglit yaung
people ail told in their homes and no child-
ren ; and some forty families aitagether who
have nu chiidren of Sunday Schooi age.

Tht cangregatian is made up in part ai
totwnspeople and partiy ai tarmers living ai
fronm thrcecto seven miles from tawn.
Seldom i s a cangregation sa made up faund
ta lie a success. There is no discord,--
1but, but" A union Stinday School (and

a god ane) i the cauntry divides the
forces , %whilsî the church Sunday Scbooi
ipope r,ý bas a large percentage af cidren
tram the Church of England and Miethodist
Church who do not attend their own church
scha ais, and are yet nat suffîi.iently amen-
a bIe ta discipline in ours in tht matter af
preparing their essons, tht parents not
bcing particuiary inierested. Up ta five
years ago, the catechism was nul îaught :in j
tht school s for many Veais. Even those
w ho are teachers naw bad nat studied it.

There is no mauufacturing dont in tht
tawn, sa that young men are obliged ta look
elsewhere for a lvelhaod. Quite anumnber
take ta sailing. Several familes-a represefi-
t ive part af the congregation-are absent

every wpîer ; wbtist saint twenty sailors
and lake meu, whose cburch home tif they
w anld cdaim a)i> s in thîs congregatton, are
here in winter aniy. And if there as any
man who needs the beip of the church i nn
mi onths of thet wetvt înstead of the two or
three he is at home an tht course of the
year, it s tht salors-such is bis expasure
ta temptatians and spiritual dangers.

Ont ai the strong points af aur noble
Prtsbyterian Church,one that, amoiigathers,
pia:es ber easihy ait tetare froût and ai the
same time înediasre.ç an relationsbip ta tbt
niber branches af tht Christian Churcb, tht
fact, vîz., that thteI3aptist, tht Churcliman,
the Metbodist, and who not besides, flock ta
ber for sheiter and remain for ber sound
teac bang when esîranged from their awna
church for any reasan, or temporariiy absent
tram ber, bas for once proven a weakness.
She bas not been firm enough in requiring
substantial suppcrt tram Bapiist, Cliurch-
man and Mlebodist Palike,who, baving sougbt
tempo rary shelter, have remained iib ber
the se many days. Moreover, sucli bas beeni
the naotorîeîy af the cause for thetîemparary
and prolonged absence of somne of these
froni their own churcli bDme that thty
have been largely a source of wcakness
rather than of strength ta tht churches
among wbom they have been scattered ;
including aur own. Ia any such instances,
if thest people are not given ta understand
that they must bear ibeir share oi tht
burdens af tht churcli along with others, they
will prove a source of weakness.

It remains only ta lie nentioned that
this cangregatian bas been a stranger ta
discipline at times wben there was flagrant
cause for discplint ta lie exerctsed in years
past.

For reasans tbat will lie qirite abviaus
the wriîer of this sketch signs himseif
simpiy.-One who bas badl the beari
fairly crushed oui of bim sometimes by
tht conditions deîermiaîng bis congregation,
but wlio bas as often saugbt courage again
by an analysis of tht case.

Ram's Hr : Every Lhristian ougbî ta
determane that hc is going ta falaow Christ
every day of bis fle, na malter wbat it will
cost.

Philadeiphia Presbyîerîan : A remark
which was not crediled ta any one, but
which deserves consideration bv tht great
host of people in this ]and, wba gather in
churches every Lard's Day, is put poiniedly
in the followîng sentence:-." Doubtltss we
nced better preaching, but aur greatesi need
ai tht prosent time is better hearing."

Mr. A. P. Cockbumn, cx.M.P., an csteccncd
elder af the church at Gravcnhuirst, %vas hanquetefi
Mhe-oka acvniPg by bis friends in the disticts af
Muskok d ary Sound. Liberais :nd Con.

servatives aikn joincd in doing honor ta Mr.
Cockburn for his thirîy ycars ai labor in the in-
terests of tht district. No nman in Ontario dcscr-
vcs sucli an honor more.

Chriettali Zibeivor4.
,ÇOUL HUNGER AYD SOUL FOOD

84.n 11-P . î,..

WVherever ihere is lit e eexpecita to ,c
grawth. But there can bce fi grawti un-
less food is providcd for tie living organasm.
Tht living, growing plant draws nourish-
ment tram tht soit, tht sunshane, tht rain
tht antn.al partakes ai thai food wbîch wil
naurish it-the herbavorous partakes ai
berlis, the Larnivorous of flesh. V/len wt
bava been renewed by tht Hoaly bpirit and
endowed wîth spiritual lite, we naturally
bunger for spiritual food, and untess we
partake of it regularlv there cani be no
grawtb, fia pragrebs, fia devehopnient. Ilias
natural, and il as aven desîrable, that we
should long for this food, for the bunpry
soul as filled with gaud things. *" Btessed
are îhey which do huager and tirst after
righteousnessi for they shai be htted:'
(M1ati. v. 6.)

WbaL food is provided for tht soul that
hungers?,

Tht Bèble. Il This is the nutrament of
iaith ; frail and il alone dots faitb drav
its strength. Man shahlî ve by every word
that cometh framn tht moutli of God." In
tht Bible there ls"I sincere milk ; ' and ai
thisîbhe yaungest and masi inexperienced
child af God may partake and lie nourished.
Paul told the Corinîhians thai lbe led thein
wiîb this liecause ihey were fiat able ta bear
sîronger food. (il. Cor. iii. 21. " Yaung
Christians are txborted ta desire the sincere
nilk of the îWord tbat îhey may grow there-
hy " (1 Peter ii. 2).

But there are Christians wio are far ad-
vanced in knawledge and txperience,and fur
tbeni sîranger food is necessary, hence
there is provided for ibem, wbat tht Bible
calis "meat." Just as a full-growa man
wbo is engaged in active duîy requires
naurishing food, so tht Christian who %iauld
. tri a powerfai influence for good . :ust

partake of such food as will strengtben hin
for bis work. How soon a mani who set ta
wark wiîbouî bis breakfast would experience
a sense of weakness 1 A.nd yeî ht is ta lit
feared that a great many undertake tht
duties of tht day wiîbout firsit easîing upon
the sweei îruths ai Holy Wrii. Is it any
wonder that tbey soon (tel weak and dis-
piriîed ?

Tht ont who bungers for, and feeds upan
God's Word finds ti very satisfying. i is
said that Il hunger is tht hast sauce." Davd
found tht Word of God sweeter than honey
in the boney-comb, but ibis was because be
longed Sa ardently for it (Ps. cyax. 103 ; Ps.
xix. Io ; Ps. cxix. :!o).

WVe should bie on aur gard leý.t we read
tht Bible profassionally-i.e., read it only
wiîb a view of edifyînig and corntorting
others. Let our firsi aîmn in the study of tht
Word be, flot ta prepare something ta say Io
ailiers, but ta have aur own soul nourislied
wiîli sacred truth. When we have been
nourished and blessed liv feeding upon tht
Word, we are prepare-d ta belp and edify
others. Moody tells us thai lie once read
tht Bible ta help others, now ht rtads it for
bis own spiritual profit. Doubtless ont
reasan why bcehandles the Word so effective-
ly is thai bis awn betaut is nourished by it.

Thougli every Cliristian may bave ibis
food ai home, tliere is a place were it is
specially served. Tht Churcli is the
banquet-bouse. There ecdias given bis
portion in due seaszon. It may bce
thai same do flot find thenistIves rawict
strengtbcned by attendirag, but tht faul i s
anuch mort likely ta lie in tbemselves than
in the fond îvhich is sctved. Thr±y came so
full ofself liai they have no relasb for wbaî
is offered. It is tht bungry wbo are filled
witb gond things; thet ich, are sent empty
away. "«Tht fulsoul loathes an honey-
conlibut tatht hungrv soul every bitter
thing is sweet II This Psalm indicates how
earnestly the writer longed for tht bouse of
God, and doubîless one reason why be was
so anxious in blite re was ihai hc expected
bis sounta obt abuadnitlv saîasfled.

The Sacrament ofîthe Lord's Supper
furnishes pleasant fond ta the hungry
Christian. Ht can say :

Hait sacted fcast, where je as makes
Rich banquet of Ris flesh andJ blood
Thrice happy bce isbaherc partikcs,
That sacrcd streain, that bavcnly fond.


