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‘ First Congregational church, a most com

. ‘modious and comfortable audience room
fith other rooms besides. Hereis a pros-
berous cburch under the pastorate of the
Rev. Dy, fackson, one of the most respected

3.

{ f\misters of the city.

t

THZE CALLING SYSTEM.—III.

BY REV. JOUN BURTON, H.D,

Though I fain would trust that there are
many of my brethren whose intense spinita-
Ality of heart would suppress the candidating
{ spirit such as I confessed to in my last,
[ yet, secing misery loves companionship, it
{’ has been a kind of consolation to me that
!

~

§omc, who, in the coutse of events, have been
+in a similar position, have experienced the
. 'like tendencies. May we hope that they
'} who voluntarily offer themselves as candi-
dates escape the humilation altogether !
Z *  But what is the effect of the candidating
¥ ﬂendcncy upon the people. Of this one
whose sphere is the pulpit can only judge
by the echoes of the voices that come from
the pew ; yet echoes are frequently very dis-
.tinct. I bave heard a few. Here is a large
Christian Endeavor Society. Of course, the
candidate must present himself there. He
ias made his bow and done his best. The
fembers are requested to remain for a few
tpoments after the meeting has closed.

} “Well, how does thisonedo? Oh! Idon't

like him ; nor I, why does he not shave
d‘ecmtly? I don't like the way he stands
when be speaks; it is not as nice as Mr. ——.
No, and there is a squeak in his voice.”
Yerdict: ‘e won't do”; and the after-
‘wieeting is over. There are thirty votes
\.lﬁere, and they count as many as thirty of
the most experienced and wise heads of that
congregation. Fact. geatle reader, all of it ;
¢ and much more of a similar kind. *I shall

ha glad,” says a thoughiful elder, *‘ when
* this business is over. Every form of criti-
_¢ism from a creeking boot 10 the parting of
. the hair.” ‘He tells a story well, 1 like
. tfat,” etc., etc., etc. 1 remember a story,
fieard in youth, of a good woman's opinion
of a candidate: “Oh ! it was grand! How
“'sweetly he pronounced that word Beelze-
bub.” Aund on such lines some majorities
, ate gained. Not always. “Did you see
VM. : he is not much as to character,
{ 3y 3
: Hut he made alot of money and has influ-
-ence,” and bg may be a good man with a

Hobby. Good men possessed with hobbies

4 -gr fads and money have influence, and their

jofluence may determine the balance of
' bopgost difference of opinion ; the candidate
E '{:nows this, so do the people, and judge ac-
~ gordingly. * We canoot afford to lose him,
" We are more than satisfied that you are

our man, but unless you win him over we
.<Cannot manage it.” Here again, 1 would
" gay, 1 am not making an universal charge—
far from it—but stating facts that indicate

! - iendencies, and these tendencies show how

. heedful it is at times that the old order
- should change, giving place to the new, lest
{. ‘one good custom should corrupt the world.
If candidating has a degenerating tendency
pon those who are supposed to speak as
. .Fhrist's ambassadors, 1t is equally pernici-

v " pus in its results upon those who hear, who
’? _professedly come together for worship, hear

J&s critics, and separate as judges, not of the
: iWord, but of the dress, fecatures, parts of
-+ -Ahe man whois supposed to lead them in
-devotion.  Ibave no desire to be father con-
’ iessor to any people, still I would like to

know how often in the selection of a minist-
i -er the standard given to Titus by Paul, is
. keptin mind : * Indoctrine, uncorruptaess,
#gxavily, sincerity, sound speech that cannot
_ bz condemned, that he that is of the con-

Irary part may be ashamed, haviog ao evil
. ‘xhing to say of you.”
B! To bring these notes to a close, the

::systcm of calling has followed the abuse of
_ presentation, and was nceded to preserve the
:spiritual liberties of the Church. It has
3 ‘;servcd a good purpose, and has ia it ele-
- ments of permanent value, but it has large-
1y degenerated into a system of **candidat-
*%
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ing,” which is strictly un-Prasbyterian, as it
is pre-eminently self-seeking, and seli-pleas:
ing. Could the spirit which all our forms of
callimg imply be generally realized, we
would say, leave things as they are, there
are spots on the sun, and all tkings human
will show defects; but in all honesty we
know that “calling ' exists largely but in
name, and ¢ candidating " is fast becoming
the rule, and of candidatiag my verdict em-
phatically is that it is evil only and that
continually. Dunog .he ecatire period 1n
which candidates are being heard, the
preacher is wirtually am actor playwsg as
best hie can his part, and the coagregation
“the g« 's " in the theatre gallery who are
prepating to applaud or otherwise as the
humor affects them. 1 koow that these
words to many may appear strong, I kaow,
toe, that over all humaon vagasnies the Lord
God omuipotent reigneth. le can make
man’s folly to praise Him, I also, mos
firmly, believe, to use the words of the As-
sembly, that “ modifications in the present
practice of the church” are imperatively
called for ; and if these utterance of auone
only tend to deepen the interest of the
Church at large in the question now in the
haads of an able committes, my humbie
task will have been accomplished meanwhile,
Some other day, as opportanity occurs,
further notes may be added.
Gravenhurst, Ont.

ANQTHER WEAK CONGREGATION.
BY REV. THOMAS NAITRE>S, B.A.

In the issue of December 12th, of THE
CANADA  PRrEssvirRiaN, the Rev. Dre
Dickson describes a congregation that is es-
sentially weak. Perhaps it would not be un-
interesting ot without profit te tell of another
that is weak in a different way, accidentally
weak. [t isto behoped there are not many
like it in the Church,but without a doubt
there are some besides this one, and a more
intimate knowledge of them would help to
explain why funds in greater amount are not
forthcoming from certain quarters for cer-
tain purposes always rightly kept before the
attedtion of congregations by Presbyteries
and Assemblys’ committees.

The congregation in question has session
records dating back to the twenties, and long
time before that it existed asa mission. It
has about one hundred and four dona fide
members, and has bitherto been reported as
having some eighty families. It is, therefore,
a small congregation. Let us analize it and
coosider the circumstances, which it is
affected.

To begin with, it bas sixteen remaants of
families, with only one person left in each ;
five parts of families with more than one
person, the other part of each family, with
one exception, being Roman Catholic ; and
sixty families,—four of them Church of Eog-
land and one Methodist. leaving ffiy-five
Presbyterian families, twenty-one of whom
are either hereditarily non-church-goers, o1,
as in some cases, non-church-goers of very
long standing oo their own account.

Then, the community in which this con.
gregation is found is one two-thirds of
which is madeup of French Roman Catholics,
who are the old settlers. The consequeace
has been mixed marriages without number,
with the resultiag divided familics, indiffer-
eance to one church or both, and loose ideas
about the keeping of the Sabbath Day, and
mistaken ideas about much besides.

A congregational element introduced in
days long gone by has never properly assimi-
lated with the coogregation. Numerous
families were alienated from the church many
years ago, also, by a church heresy, and the
most of thesc have never identified them-
selves actively with any other religious body
although lost tous. Hence the old bitter-
nesses rankle still, and only death and time
can efface their marks.

There are in this congregation twelve
young people (@ coasidergble proportion)
oot connected with families, withdrawn from
home influences ; twelve widows and three
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widowers, with some six or eight youung
people all told n their homes and no child-
ren ; and some forty families altogether who
have no children of Sunday School age.

The congregation is made up in part of
townspeople and partly of farmers living at
from threc to seven. miles from towo.
Seldom 1s a congregation so made up found
tobe a success. There is no discord,--
“ bot, but” A upion Sunday School (and
a good oue) in the country divides the
forces , whilst the cburch Sunday School
‘prope 1) has a large percentage of children
from the Church of Eogland and Methodist
Church who do not attend their awn church
schools, and are yet not sufficiently amen-
able to discipline in ours in the matter of
preparing their lessons, the parents not
being particulary interested. Up to five
years ago, the catechism was not taught Jin
the schools for many yeais. Even those
who are teachers now had not studied it.

There is no mauufacturing doae in the
town, so that young men are obliged to look
elsewhere for a livelihood. Quite a number
take to sailing. Several families—a represen-
tative part of the congregation—are absent
every winter ; whilst some twenty sailors
and lake men, whose church home uf they
would claim 1) 1s in this congregauon, are
here in winter only. And f there 15 any
mao who needs the help of the church mae
m onths of the twelve instead of the two or
three he isat home mn the course of the
year, it 1s the salors—such is his exposure
to temptations and spiritual dangers.

Oae ot the strong points of our noble
Presbyterian Church, one that, amongothers,
plazes her easily at the fore froat and at the
same ume tmediasres 1n relationship to the
other branches of the Christian Church, the
fact, viz., that the Baplist, the Churcbman,
the Methodist, and who not besides, flock to
her for shelter and remain for her sound
teaching when estranged from their own
church for any reason, or temporarily absent
from her, has for once proven a weakaess.
She has oot been firm enough in requiring
substantial suppert from Baptist, Church-
man and Methodist alike, who, having sought
temporary shelter, have remained with her
the se many days. Moreover, suchhas been
the notoriety of the cause for the temporary
and prolonged absence of some of these
from their own church home that they
have been largely a source of weakaess
rather than of strength to the churches
among whom they have been scattered;
including our own. In any such instances,
if these people are not given to understand
that they must bear their share of the
burdens of the church along with others, they
will prove a source of weakness.

It remains only to be mentioned that
this congregation has been a stranger to
discipline at times when there was flagrant
cause for discipline to be exercised in years
past.

For reasons that will be quite obvious
the writer of this sketch signs himself
simply.—~One who bas had the heart
fairtly crushed out of him sometimes by
the conditions determining his congregation,
but who has as ofien sought courage again
by an analysis of the case.

Ram's Horn: Every Christian ought to
determine that he is going to follow Christ
every day of his life, no matter what it will
cost.

Philadelphia Presbyterian: A remark
which was uot credited te any one, but
which deserves coasideration by the great
hostof people in this land, who gatherin
churches every Lord’s Day, is put pointedly
in the following sentence : * Doubtless we
nced better preaching, but our greatest need
at the present time is better hearing.”

Mr. A. P. Cockburn, cx-M.P., an estecraed
elder of the church at Graveahurst, was banqueted
the other evening by his friends in the districts of
Muskoka and Parry Sound. Liberals and Con-
scrvatives alike joined in doing honor to Mr.
Cockburn for his thirty years of labor in the in-

terests of tiae district.  No man in Ontario deser-
ves such an honor more.
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Christian Endecavor.
SOUL HIU'NGER AND SOUL F0O0D

REV. W. § MACTAVISH, B.D., ST. GEOKGE.
] an. 13-Pe 84 1102,

Wherever there 1s life we expect to see
growth. But there can be no growth un-
less food is provided for the hiving organism.
The living, growing plant draws nourish.
ment from the soil, the suoshine, the raio ;
the anin.al pactakes of that food which will
pourish it—the herbivorous partakes of
herbs, the carnivorous of flesh, When we
have been renewed by the Holy Spirit and
endowed with spiritual life, we naturally
hunger for spirttual food, and unless we

partake of it regularly there can be no
growth, no progress, no development. Itis
natural, and 1t 15 even desirable, that we
should long for this food, for the hungry
soul is filled with pgood things, * Blessed
arethey whichdo huoger and thurst after
righteousness ; for they shatl be tued.”
{Matt, v. 6.)

Whal food is provided for the soul that
hungers ?

The Bible. * This is the nutriment of
faith ; from it and it alone does faith draw
its streagth. Man shall live by every word
that cometh from the mouth of God.” In
the Bible there is ¢ sincere milk ;" and of
thisthe youngest and most inexperieaced
child of God may partake and be nourished.
Paul told the Corinthians that he fed them
with this because they were not able to bear
stronger food. (r. Cor. iil. 2. * Young
Christians are exhorted to desire the sincere
milk of the Word that they may grow there-
by ” (I Peter ii. 2).

But there are Christians who are far ad-
vanced in knowledge and experience,and for
them stronger food is necessary, hence
there is provided for them what the Bible
calls “meat.” Just asa full-grown man
who is engaged in active duty requires
nourishing food, so the Christian who woald
. «ert a powerful iofluence for good ..:ust
partake of such food as will strengthen him
for his work. How soon a man who set to
work without his breakfast would experience
a sense of weakness | And yet it is to be
feared that a great many undertake the
duties of the day without first feastiag upon
the sweet truths of Holy Writ. Isit aany
wonder that they soon feel weak and dis-
pirited ?

The oue who hungers for, and feeds upon
God’'s Word fiods 1t very satisfying. Itis
said that “* hunger is the best sauce.” David
found the Word of God sweeter than honey
in the honey-comb, but this was because he
longed so ardeatly for it {Ps. cxix, 103 ; Ps.
xix. 10 ; Ps. cxix. 20).

We should be on our gard lest we read
the Bible professionally—i.e, read it only
with a view of edifying and comforting
others. Let our first aim in the study of the
Word be, not to prepare something to say to
others, but to have our owa soul nourished
with sacred truth, When we have bzen
nourished and blessed by fezding upon the
Word, we are prepared to help aad edify
others. Moody tells us that he once read
the Bibleto help others, now he reads it for
his own spiritual profit. Doubtless oane
reason why hehandles the Word so effective-

ly is that his own heart is nourished by it.

Though every Christian may have this
food at home, there is a place wereit is
specially served. The Church is the
banquet-house. There each is given his
portion io due season. It may be
that scme do not find themselves much
strengthened by attending, but the fault s
much more likely to lie in themselves than
in the food which is sertved. They come so
full of self that they have no relish for what
is offered. It is the hungry who are filled
with good things ; the rich are sent empty
away. ‘‘The full soul loathes an honey-
comb but to the hungry soul every bitter
thing is sweet .’ This Psalm indicates how
earnestly the writer longed for the house of
God, and doubtless one reason why be was
so anxious 1o be there was that he expected
his soul to be abucdatly satisfied.

The Sacrament ofthe Lord's Supper
furnishes pleasant food to the hungry
Christian. He can say :(—

Hail sacced feast, where Je as makes
Rich banquet of Bus flesh and blood ;
Thrice bappy he who here partakes,

That sacred stream, that havenly food.



