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Plastot anb peoplte*
7ESUS ON?. VY.

[Tht tolawing ines, expressive o! dtcp tievotianal feeling
anti husmble trust in Jesmîs only, are irrnm the pen of thteInte
lraiessor Eiiott, 1)1D., ni Lafayette College -

J estis, enîgrave îîiunasMy hmart
'rhst Thîju alune Mrost ticedliui art;
1 cuhl r'n ail îhings pateti lie,
litiît ucver, never Lord roint 'hhie

Nccsl,,ti TI1rýlhü .Li makît Mu Ite ,
Neclfuntart 'Thonm ut u.tacc to give
N eî'liiil tru guierme lest h stray
Needuui mu icl) lme eveiy ilAy.

Neeflil is *ihy Moast utcîofus 1l' )i
Ncciul s Thsy coîrectinig rouI
Needfui is Thy indrugent cae;
Neertini Thy ah-psvailing lrayer.

Neerhîil'h,>' tiesence, (derest ltd,
Tîmirs punce ant ionto iffurd
&Necqful ThI- promise Iomnimnari
1-ulil le amd isiour u nMY heait.

Neeffuhîit Thon ta lie my stal-
Throigh aIl liie's tank antt stutmm way,
Nor less in death i Thou'ht necIil itle,
W'icn t ielrlni)miry soul ta Titre.

Ncesîli art T1hiou to taise my dusît,
In himîng giamy wimh thee 115;
ïNc-dful when 1in heaven.aipeair
u ,clowni an%! u present nie tiiere.

CL'WRAEX'T LUNRE /ETI.

ut' tci:t' iiNCIVmAI. M \ CV C tR, t.!., ... i

Titis subject iemnbarrassingly vague anti commprehensîve.
Unbelief is nai definet, anti tht area aver whîch it spreads,
ssiîether in Canada, Gtrmany, France, or csewhtre, si nfot
inicateti Ptrhaps thi% s wist, since wth modern tacitîttts
far tht distribution oi knowletige, tIse ihonghts anti opinions
gtind ,ant bat, ai any ont country are speetiîly disserninateti
over the civilieti warld. Nothing cao now be tant in a cor-
ner \Vhat is oIti in tht ear is soon preacheti an tht bouse-
mpm. Thus fath anti nbelief get tht inlest publicity, andi
ire more widely diulTasd ai the present day than ever betare.

Anti yeî Sir William D)awsoo asks, " can such a thing exist as
f tirrent tinhelief' l.'nbeiti is a purelv negative quanticy.
H-omv can it be current ? Tht answer is, negatives îrnply
positives. For erampie, according ta an aid ant i nuch
neglcctm'd n-niii'l rf heoogy, tht negative precept, " Thon
shalaflotkU, " re 1 a'reth a111 laîvinl endeavours ta preserve
our uwn lufe andt tht life ai athers." Besides, 1 venture tai
sisggest that insteati o! unbeliei being " a purehy negative
qmsa-ýnity," it is an evii spiritual force in man vhich is quite
positive, ant iiîpts hiîimtao ofer apposition ta Goti anti Ris
trmsh. lu this senise it is cerainiy current everywhere, for
jesus says, ' Ht that is nat with Me, is against Me ; anti -4-
that gathertih not wiîh Me, scatterpttb abroad."

Blut Sir William atits, "there mîay bc a rapi currentin a
streaul brut scarctly in ils tirieti up beti." Truc, but this
strearnai unbeliei, sadt t tell, has neyer been drieti op. hi
starteti in Eden, .vhen tht lie ni tht devil was acteti upan
insteati ni tht trumî of Goti, anti its beti has been teepeneti
amnt wîâened ever since n its prortress ihrough tht ages anti
vih tht growmh ai tht human race. Ont ai the most
obstrusive facts in tht history ai unbelet is is unbroken
continutty mni spitc oni'ahi that bas been donetot sweep i oui
ai tise world.

It is obviously vital ta this discussion tai setteie initely
vhat is meant by ith anti unbtliet because they are dsrecthy

anagonnstic. i is confidently allegeti by many that men
have bountiless iaith in science, bantrs, raihways anti such
hie. This ss untioubmetly correct, but is quite ioreign ta tht
matter in bandt. Sncb iaith aten co-existZ with the masi
dteermîncti umbele. Smch taîth is natural ta mani, intigen.
aus ta tht humnas heari, and n no sense thet onirne of be
saving graice ai Goi. it is quite compatible with tht utrnosî
c-ontempi for the persan anti work afijesus Christ, ant ismiose-
less ta teliver men irina tht pnwter, the polution anti penalty
ni sin andt m fit themt for eternal blessetiness.

;No scriptural tieflnitiosa ai saving fith can be trarnet
which ignores tht I ncarnation ai tht Son of Goti -tht funtia-
mental niralCle ai Christianity -anti Ris vcarious obeditnce
anti sacrifice as tht grotidai a sinner's justifiication belore
God. il E very spirit that coofesseth that Jesus Christ tm
cornet ut the lesb, is ai Gndti andi ev-ry spirit that canies-
seth flot that Jcsmss Christ is came in tht lesh, is flot ai Godti
and thib is that sprit oftantichrist whereoi ye have heard that
it shommiticame; anti even now alreaty is it in thteivorîti,"

I"aitb, i ont senLe, is persuasion ai tht trnîh. In thîs
farti it terminales n prapositiails, anti usually spoken ai as
tht rissent ai tht untierstantiing. This taith dots nom save.
W'e are nat saveti by propositions or creets, but by a divine
Chrst. Tht acccpiance ai biblical facts anti ai the iacts ai
,science anti secular enterprîses is flot sufficient for salvatmon.
Men are canstantly ttceiviniz thernselves in ibis respect.
Detnons believe in this sense, but are lait nlotwithstantiing.
Tlsey are îîuî ignsorant of Christ's redemptive wark. The
devil ant i hs angels saw mîîch ai Jesus turing Ris soloumn
amotsg menj anti th Apostie James says (si. 19) that their
faith n tht existence a of tioniade theni slîîdtier, hut it dots
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not restrain them fromt the most malignant and persistent
opposition ta Christ and Ris kingdomi. The niere intel-
lectual ickcnowledgrnent of the possibilty af miracles, or the
acceptance af the truth of the Gospel narratives cones far
short ai real Christin î aith.

The faith that saves and that is antagonizcd by current
unbciief, is distinctively trust in Christ, and tiis trust is flot
natuiral ta the Caralmaind. It is begatten by the Spirit af
God in connection wvith the truth, antd worketh hy love andi
purifleth thet heart. This i.,flic oniy kind of faith that over-
cometh thtc world, andi the tinbeliel which is antitheticai and
hostile to it is that with which wve are concerrned. In ather
%wrds, tlic unbeli which coribss in %wthholding confidence
front Goti as having undertaken and iccomplislhed htinan
redemiption, andi %vhich seeks ito undermine ind ovcrthrow the
kîngdoin or grace in the hearts ai men.

Nomv tîis unbelîi is current innînany fornis, and t i. ay
he difficuit or impossible to say how înuch of it is in thtt
Chmrch and in tihe world. These two communities suffer fromn
it, and they are so closely allieti andi 50 nuchi intermingled
of late that tlic sane modes ai thouigli and courses of con-
ducit are found in hnmh. So rnucli is tfins the case that per.
sons of pessirinic tendencies have abandnned the tas], of
drawing a Une of demarcation betveen thenm. Church peo-
pie, they ailege, are swallowed up of the wotld, they practi-
cally abjure their faith, andi deserve to be classeti with
unhelievers, andi the only sale course is to abandon their coin-
munion, ta cone ont front anong thern andi be separate.

This is unwîise and unjust. Saints miay cone short ai the
ideal standard, and of being in ail respects "a. peculiar peo.
pIe, zeaious ai gond works. ' 1.Te are ail far [ram being what
wve shoult ihe, andi what wve shail bc " when that which is per-
fect is corne.' Our theoiogy, our preachmng, aur piety, aur
practical actisvîty, Our vîcî Of aienItce, ai goverrinlent, af
Inspiration, anti oi many other subjects rnay bc greatly at
fault, but sil it is quite svîîhiim the imits ai truth ta say that
the Church uinîversal n -.11l er Protestant branches is mutch
better than the world that " lieth n the cvii one.*

We do flot deny that there is unbeiieli n the Church, offtrn
showvmng itselti i .innng unmanly ways that are paralyzing
her spiritual vigoir andi eflorts. But nobeimef n thet vorid is
ai a grasser type. Ir s noîsy, bnastiul, anti undignitieti.lits
agents are usually caarse loyers ni notoriety. Like tht
hypocrites of Christ's day, when hey have any speciai per-
formance tn go throughi, they -suund a trumpet betore them,'
andi their nurnbers anti influence are offten unwiseiy estîrnateti
by the fss they make. Tley ciainta obe leaders or advanced
thought, whie they are runly repriducers of e'cpladeti errors.

1 cannot but regard current unbelief as chieflv,
whlîe fot exclusiveiy, the unbelief i the p sst in
shight1v aitered itrinb. This îs the case as it shows itseii in
the departrnents nf Apolugetiîcs, J)ogmatics, ptiosophicai
specuiation, andi practical condtiî. Physicists havwe in sarine
measure opeiieti fresh fields of controversy, but for the rest a
dreary înonotmmny s observable. The spirit A.îi nbelief bas
survîveti the wreck ai the nid fbris it once anirnateti, andi
hence there is flot very mutch that is out-and-oum original, at
least in principal, in tht scepticisni of aur day. lits ativocates
have drawn upon ail the centuries tram the days ai the
aposties ta the prescrnt moment. Ceisus, Ilorphyry, Llican,
and later, Spinosa, K-tnt, Hegel, Hume, andi others turnisheti
the data which they have wrought ino new combinations.

Many imagine thernselves clever inventors ai startlîng
objections ta sacreti truth becauise they are ignorant ai what
their predecessors ai a sîrnîiar spirit titi centuîres ago. They
forget or neyer learneti that flit ruler ci the darkness ni this
wartd irequently rtturns by cronketi ways and under new
narnes, sometîmes transiormed into an angu. ai lîght, ta do
his nid work ai deceiving men and persuading threinta accept
hîs lies insteati ai tht truth af God.

Deism, for example, as t flourished in Engianti during
tht last hall or tht scventeenth anti the first hait of the
eighteenth tentury hab passed .way, but its spirit af antagon.
isrn to tht fundamnental truths af Christar.îîy is still potent.
We have latent or disguiseti Deism, not pronounccd and out-
spoken except as Socinianîsin which also draps tht aid
riane. The nomnenclature andtichods ai attack are changeti,
but tht enemy is tht same.

That was pre-emmîently tht age of reasan, when îî was
îhought thai there was nothîng hgher or iruer than the flve
senses of man anti Jis intellect. Tht suprerne effort then
was ta elinamcetvtryting fron religion that transcendeti
tht campass of reason. What rttuseti tai ycld ta thîs test,
and ta becorne luminous, simple, and satisfactory tai the car.
nal mind was rejecteti. Theaologians andi unbelmcvers were
largeiy at aine n this decision. Tht preaching of the day
was deepiy permcated with rationatisrn. I dweit upon mre
t.orality, talti abstraction, metaphysîcal subtletîts, andi douht.
fui casuistry, anti Icit oui tht saving message ai the Gospel.
This was truc in a large degret ai the wriîings andi sermons
ni Hoolzer, Chilhîngworîh), Taylor, Catiwortn and athers.
Thte rnmies ai thetîruth then, as now, reccîveti no srnall
hcip antd camiort roni those wlia professed ta bc its friends
andi defenders.

Lord Herbert's iperial mission was ta dispiace Chris-
tianity, or rentier i unntc'essary 'ay ernphasi7ing naturai
religion which he condensedti t five points, narnely. belief in
the existence ai God, tht obligation ta worshîp Hîm, the
cultivation of picty or virtue, forgivemîess solely on the ground
ai repentance, and,. flnaliy, rcwvards andi punishmnents in tht
future state. Tht d,ctrines of tht Trinity, ai the Diviùity
andi Incarnation oi the Son ai Goti. tht atanement, the Holy
Spir't andi everything distinctively Chistian werc careiully
exciuded frram this creeti..

fMAv'4til, i92. '

Ont cannot help feeling that titis svas very mînuch n ligie
with the dernantis of the present dàmy. Abbî eviatet i îetis ate
now cmiphaticalty called for, as il irutîs wvere vnot torth btet
forînulaîtti ant iheiti-at any greu t ingtm. Liberty is Craitd
to believe less than lheretofore, anti ta ltidveil tht liiii
that is accepted wsith te utmonst tîncertainui'. l>ractically
tht Il Hightr Criticisni » aigus il giving tns ant exptrgatel
Bible with very many parts leit omt %hich we have bez
accustomnedta believe. Ta be a dloubter in tht estimation or
many, is ta be an hionesi inan, anti ta halti trulti, tsp)ectily
biblig;ai doctrine, %with mmoistakable strtngtl i fcon"icticinis
ta be a hypracrite or ant ignorant tingninatst anti obstruction
isi trying ta stop tht progress ai knowlcdgc. rhe deterirui.
tion appears ta be ta enlarge the iioman ant i iniii',the
Dévine eltnicnt n tht Bible. 1,it r% 1, ,m is the ,aiimelles
ni this view ? Tht more il prtvaiàý -,thé less, icliable 3ni
authoritativc the book beronits. ''TeLori's Wordi wirtrrî
its pages is dinîinislied. Gad speaks luttie and mîan tiltich.
and thuos the probabiîty if nat the absoimîte cerlRinly ai elle
n its contents îs mdefinitely increastd. 1 lie Lords corne

ceases altogetther ta bechîtard in rnany parts of it and t het
contain nnthing but the falibie utteranccs nif nau.

According ta Principal Grant il is a dangtraîisly erron.
tous view tn nake Inspiration "lcliver tevery subjert reieîred
ta in tht Bible, such as geography, gtology, astronumny, biu.
tory, antiquities. as weil as the révelation ni the chiar:cmer ri
Goti andi tht ciairac.ter anti destiny ti man,- And, as i ut
prîseti that any shoulli hesitate ta acccpt titis tiuctrine,ht
adds, IlOmet would smuppose indecdtiîat hy this tine the les.
son right have b en learneti tbat the divine élémîent n the
Bible dots nat extenti ta tht knawitedge ni science, natsmal
history or physical gcography possesseti hy tIhe writers, haj
thiat an ahl such matters îhey occupy the sanie piamintm as
ailier men ai t'ntir class ant iune, anti iere smiîect geiserIgiy
ta aIt ardinary hugnan limitîations." o/c/~un.,N.
veniber, 189 ipp 0.'()'

That is ta say Inspiration gave the sacreti mriter% no ad
in certain niatters. Other mer. bluntier in these, anti sodd
they. T.-aching alathers shawvedti mch ignorance andt error.
anti so diis theirs. They accîmlpiedti he sagne platiorni, anc
werc characterizeti by what îs meant b)y hià convenienmy-
indefinite phrase-" ail nrtinary humnan limitatians." I fi.
lows that the geagraphy, gtology, astraiionmy, history and
.lntiqmiities af tht Bible are more or less mnreliable The
learneti principal dots mont tell lis the precise extent ta svhirl
thîs is tht case, but lie dweils with stirring animation upon tte
terrible cne tncsvtiiý-b hie tîîmmk thave lia'smi tromw mî
non-recognition ai tht tact This înteed i> tht only.îtusc si
unbelief upon vhich hie e'ýp-ttiames Ont svnuld think ýhur
but for tht conduct ai tIseIl priesi, tht pulpiter, thtetitsgiiiaist
and tht schoolmnan" in prîpagating " views nfi lusptraioa
similar ta thase entertaîneti by orthodî. H induis with reRard
ta the Vedias anti Puranas, and by puis ibLh#emcri.&ns Wur4
regar.ý ta tht Koran " p. G6 tise ooîi vutî. ctie têvereru in
a grear measure tramn unbÈehîef. I have not met muili t
ativacates ai tht nîrinstrous viewvs complamneti ni, ant ih-ici' n,
wishi ta stand betwetn themi anti tht chasmiscoruent ther
tieserve. Itlmould be inteîesting, howt:'er, t, set- the
ipsîssîrna verba of their staenentb, anti thris tanc lie ma pas.
lion to jutige intelligently n the mnii. If shetce i u,
ters imo Cana la whoýe tearhing; ron tîb, % ' jeti.-r àe uu
better than tIse utterance,, ai H-intii:mant iaMîîonieda.they
shoulti cerîainly bectiiscip.iineil ; andi if tht people art:mti ti
benighteti stame tisey shrimld be at once enlighmeiited. No %von.
der if unhee shoii! pre.v.mî aninng thein mi hey are tindu
tht came af sncb teathsers.

l, To /'t £cotj;:uei/. j
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There was a large aite dance al tht spring- meeting oh the
Exécutive Conîrn;ssionn otthe Alliance ni the l<eforme4i
Churches holding tht Presbytertni. Svsmeiim, \We:tern jettion,
which was heiti an Thurstiay morning, April 1.1, n îhe
Scoitish Church, Faurteenth Streetî, Newv \'rk.Tht c(.iai
man, thteldev. Dr. T. W. Chanmbers, presigeti. andI ne&!-ly ail
tht severat Churches connectct wtth tlhe Alianice m ittt
U nitedi btates anti C.anada ivere represenieti. 'ront ausmsce
the founders ai thîs Alliance i %%as pleasant amnd profitable mc
note tht présence niflDrs. McCosh andi Sch.til, helping ici
arrange for tht Firth Q sadrenii Counicîl mu bt hicîtiin
Toronto this faîl, Septemnber "t 2?9 MNuch important baisi
ness was transactti in pr-paration toi the- approachise
Councîl, ch ici ai whmch was tht adoption ai the pragiammte,
an which the Corinittee!s of tht F. ibter n.a id Westerna à.c-
(ions have been engagti for thte'year past. Bath n inpics
anti speakers il promises a mmeetiný ai great inier2!st. It sas
thaught tht presence ni an exécutive offiertrin the nus.
sianary sacieties woulti atit ta mie interest anti value ni mie
discussions on nassianary topics, ant ilî was restîlved int
recommenti that, witlhouî spectailyiynvitng ihiemîs, i any ssch
shoulti bt present ai the Councîl n S-pteiber, thty tfu!a
bc accortieti seats as corresponding menibers. l'lt Cons
mittee an Wark on the Enropeais Cinne'smritod itc 1-n,
thraugh I)r. Cait:eil. its chaimuman. andi Dr Ha'le, hbobs!
vahont have lately visited lBoher-nia. ta tht greas vaiue cil syrs.
pathy anti heip ta tht struîgglmog Relarmîcà t.tmmrctses aitiron
the Czechts.

In tht evening tht Preshyterian Soj,.il Unuion ifu New
York gave a réception tai tht E\ecutive Commission in the
assembly room aif tht MNetropolitain Opera Flouse It wi*
admîirably manageti, and svas an erqoyabtc occasion. Ltad-

ng représentatives ai thteI'resbyterian anti Reinrmed
Churches weillfilleti tht spaciaîs rmoins neariy are-hitlu heirt
ladies. Mr. John Patons tht Presideot ai the Sacia: Unes.,
presideti, anti teliritnnsiy introdis'td the ýpeaktrs ie
were the Rev. Dr James 1. Gond, ai thlp Gernm %ci ReÇatnie-4
Cburch ai Readiing, Pa., who spoke on " l'rtshyVttrianisiin on
the European Continent " ; the Rev. Dr. E. 'r Corwin af tie-
Reformiet Dutchi Church ai Newv Brunswicls, N. J., Iresiderrt
ofithe Genéral Synoi, sWho spoke on " l'rtsbyterianibni . lis
Polity "; tht Rev. D,. L. C. X'nss, ti thé Presbytennal
Church South, ai Savannah. Ga , nn "Il reshytcrianisnr lis
Doctrine "; anti the Rev. Dr. 1). H.-I. McVicair, ai the Prcs-
byterian Church o! Canada, anti Principal ai tht Presbyter'
tan College, Montreal, svho spoke ami " Presbyteranimnds
Education." Tht attiresqes were 1interperseti wmîh admirab!,
singing by the Schumann Quartette. Aiter these exercises.
the doors were apeneti mia tht supper-ronhi, and ti trtier
sociability was prornoteti by tht usiat collation.


