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Pastor and People.

FESUS ONLY.

| The following lines, expressive uf deep devotional feeling
and humble trust in Jesus only, are from the pen of the late
Professor Elliott, D 1., of Lafayette College :—]

Jesus, enprave 1w on my heart

‘That Thuu alone must needful art;
I could feom all things parted be,
But never, never Lord from Thee.

Needful ant Thew Lo make me hise
Needful art Thow all geace to pive ,
Needful to guide me lest 1 stray ;
Needful to help me every day.

Needful is ‘I'hy most precious blo
Necedful is Thy correcting rod
Needlul is Thy indulgent care s
Necdful Thy ali-prevailing prayer.

Necdiul Thy presence, dearest Lotd,
True peace and confort to affurd 3
Needful Thy promise to impart

Fuil lite and vigour 1o my heart.

Needful art Thou to be my stay
Through all life’s dark and stormy way 3
Nort less in death Thou'lt neediu! be,
When I yield up my soul to Thee.

Needful art Thou to raise my dust,
In shinng gloty with the just 3
Needful when [ in heaven appear
Tu crown and to present me there,

CURRENT UNBELIEF.

RY REV FRINCIPAL MACVICAR, D.D, LL.D

This subject 1s embarrassingly vague and comprehensive.
Unbelief 1s not defined, and the area over which it spreads,
whether in Canada, Germany, France, or elsewhere, 15 not
indicated  Perhaps this s wise, since with modern facilities
for the distribution of knowledyze, the thoughts and opinions
gaodand bad, of any one country are speedily disseminated
over the civilized world. Nothing can now be done in a cor-
ner \What is told in the ear is soon preached on the house-
tups.  Thus faith and unbelief get the fullest publicity, and
are more widely diffased at the present day than ever before.
And yet Sir William Dawson asks, ' can such a thing exist as
current unbelief® Unbelief is a purely negaive quantity.
Howcan it be current? The answer is, negatives imply
positives. For example, according to an old and much
neglected manual of theology, the negative precept, * Thou
shalt not kill,” *“ requireth all lawful endeavours to preserve
our own life and the life of others.” Besides, 1 venture to
suggest that instead of unbelief being “a purely negative
quantity,” it is an evil cpiritual force in man which is quite
positive, and impels him to offer opposition to God and His
truth. In this sense it is certainly current everywhere, for
Jesus says, ** He that is not with Me, is against Me; and k2
that gathereth not with Me, scattereth abroad.”

But Sir William adds, * there may be a rapid current in a
stream, but scarcely in its dried up bed.” True, but this
stream of unbelief, sad to tell, has never been dried up. [t
started in Eden, when the lie of the devil was acted upon
instead of the truth of God, and its bed has been deepened
and widened ever s:nce tn ts progress through the ages and
with the growth of the human race. One of the most
obstrusive facts in the history of unbelief 15 its unbroken
continuity in spite of all that has been done to sweep 1t out
of the world.

It is obviously vital to this discussion to settle definitely
what 1s meant by faith and unbeliet because they are directly
amagomstic. 1t is confidently alieged by many that men
have boundless faith in science, banks, railways and such
like. This 15 undoubtedly correct, but is quite foreign to the
matter in hand. Such faith often co-exist: with the most
determined unbelief.  Such farth 1s natural to man, indigen-
ous to the human heart, and .n no sense the outcome of the
saving grace of God. It is yuite compatible with the utmost
contempt for the person and work of Jesus Chaust, and 1s use-
Jess to deliver men from the power, the polution and penalty
of sin and to fit them for eternal blessedness.

No scrniptural definition of saving faith can be framed
vshich ignores the Incarnation of the Son of God —the funda-
menta! miracle of Christianity -and His vicarious obedience
and sacrifice as the ground of a sinner's justification before
God. “ Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 15
come it the desh, is of Gad: and every spirit that confes-
seth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God ;
and this is that sprit of antichrist whereof ye have heard that
it should come ; and even now already is it in the world.”

Taith, in onc sence, is persuasion of the truth. In this
form it termunates .n proposiions, and usvally spoken of as
the assent of the understanding. This faith does not save.
We are not saved by propositions or creeds, but by a divine
Christ. The acceptance of biblical facts and of the facts of
science and secular enterprises ts not sufficient for salvation.
Men are constantly deceiving themselves in this respect.
Damons believe in this sense, but are lost notwithstanding.
They are not gnorant of Christ's redemptive work, The
devil and lus angels saw much of Jesus during His sojourn
among men ; and the Apostle James says (i, 19) that thewr
faith in the existence of God made them shudder, but it does
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not restriain them from the most malignant and persistent
opposition to Christ and His kingdom. The mere intel.
lectual acknowledgment of the possibility of miracles, or the
acceptance of the truth of the Gospel narratives comes far
short of real Christian faith.

The faith that saves and that is antagonized by current
unbelief, is distinctively trust in Christ, and this trust is not
natural to the carnal mind. It is begotten by the Spirit of
God in connection with the truth, and worketh by love and
purifieth the heart. This 1, the only kind of faith that over.
cometh the world, and the unbelief which is antithetical and
hostile to it is that with which we are concerned. In other
words, the unbelief which consisis 1n withholding contidence
from God as haviny undertaken and accomplished human
redemption, and which seeks to undermine and overthrow the
kingdom of grace in the hearts of men,

Now this unbelief 1s current in many forms, and 1t may
be difficult or impossible to say how much of it isin the
Church and in the world. These two communities suffer {rom
it, and they are so closely allied and so much intermingled
of late that the same modes of thought and courses of con-
duct are found in both. So much is tlus the case that per-
sons of pessimistic tendencies have abandoned the task of
drawing a line of demarcation between them. Church peo-
ple, they allege, are swallowed up of the world, they practi-
cally abjure their faith, and deserve to be classed with
unbelievers, and the only safe course is to abandon their com-
munion, to come out from among them and be separate,

This is unwise and unjust.  Sawts may come short of the
ideal standard, and of being in all respects * a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works,' We are all far from being what
we should be, and what we shall be * when that which s per-
fect is come.” Our theology, our preaching, our piety, our
practical activity, our views of suence, of government, of
Inspiration, and of many other subjects may be greatly at
fault, but stull it is quite within the himits of truth to say that
the Church umiversal 1n ill her Protestant branches is much
better than the world that * lieth in the evil one,

We do not deny that there 1s unbelief 1n the Church, often
showing wtsell w1 cunming unmanly ways that are paralyzing
her spintual vigour and efforts.  Bat unbelief 1n the world s
of a grosser type. It is noisy, boastful, and undignined. Its
agents are usually coarse lovers of notoriety. Like the
hypocrites of Christ’s day, when they have any speaial per-
formance to go through, they * sound a trumpet betore them,’
and their numbers and influence are often unwisely estimated
by the fuss they make. They claim to be leaders of advanced
thought, while they are unly reproducers of exploded errors,

1 cannot but regard current unbelief as chiefly,
while not exclusively, the uabehef of the pist 1
shightly altered forms. This 1s the case as it shows itself n
the departments of Apologeucs, Dogmatics, piatosophical
speculation, and practical conduct., Physicists have in some
measure opened fresh fields of controversy, bat for the rest a
dreary monotony s observable. The spurit of unbehef has
survived the wreck of the old forms it once animated, and
nence there is not very much that 1s out-and-out origmal, at
least in principal, in the scepticism of our day. Its advocates
have drawn upon all the centuries from the days of the
apostlesto the present moment. Celsus, PPorphyry, Luacian,
and later, Spinosa, Kant, Hegel, Hume, and others turnished
the data which they have wrought into new combinations.

Many imagine themselves clever inventors of startling
objections to sacred truth because they are ignorant of what
their predecessors of a similar spirit did centuries ago. They
forget or never learned that the ruler of the darkness of this
world frequently returns by crooked ways and under new
names, sometimes transformed 1nto an angc: of light, to do
his old work of deceiving men and persuading them to accept
his lies instead of the truth of God.

Deism, for example, as it flounished 1n England during
the last half of the seventeenth and the first half ot the
eighteenth century has passed away, but its spirit of antagon.
ism to the fundamental truths of Christianity 1s still potent,
We have latent or disguised Deism, not pronounced and out-
spoxken except as Sociniamsm  which also drops the old
name. The nomenclature and methoads of attack are changed,
but the enemy 1s the same.

That was pre-enunently the age of reason, when it was
thought that there was nothing higher or truer than the five
senses of man and lis intellect. The supreme effort then
was to elinmnate everything from religion that transcended
the compass of reason. What refused to yield to this test,
and to become luminous, simple, and satistactory to the car-
nal mind was rejected. Theologians and unbslievers were
largely at one 1n thns decision. The preaching of the day
was deeply permeated with rationaitssm. It dwelt upon mere
i.orality, cold abstraction, metaphysical subtieties, and doubt.
ful caswistry, and left out the saving messape of the Gospel.
This was true in a large degree of the writings and sermons
of Hooker, Chilhngworth, Taylor, Cadworth and others.

The ¢nemies of the truth then, as now, received no small
help and comfort from those who professed to be its triends
and defenders.

Lord Herbert's special miission was to displace Chris-
tianity, or render it unnecessary by emphasizing natural
religion which he condensed tc five points, namely, belief in
the existence of God, the obligation to worship Him, the
cultivation of piety or virtue, formiveness solely on the ground
of repentance, and. finally, rewards and punishments in the
future state. The doctrines of the Trinity, of the Divinity
and Incarnation of the Son of Gad, the atonement, the Holy
Spint and everything distinctively Chiistian were carefully
excluded from this creed.
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Oune cannot help fecling that this was very much i lipe
with the demands of the present day. Abbieviated cieeds 3,
now emphatically called for, as if truth were not waorth beigy
formulated and held at any great length. Liberty is cravg
to believe less than heretofore, and to hold cven the Iy
that is accepted with the utmost uncertainty. Practicaly
the “ Higher Criticism” aims at giving us an expurgae)
Bible with very many parts left out which we have bee
accustomed to believe. To be a doubter in the estimation of
many, is to be an honest man, and to hold truth, especially,
biblical doctrine, with unmistakable strength of conviction,
to be'a hyprocrite or an ignorant degmatist and obstruction
ist trying to stop the progress of knowledge. The deternun.
tion appears to be to enlarge the human and nunmuze the
Divine element in the Dible,  Lut what is the pracucat eney
of this view? The more it prevais the less tehabie ang
authoritative the book becomes. T'he Lord's Word wihy
its pagzes is diminished. God speaks hittle and man mueh,
and thus the probability if not the absolute certainty of ergr
n its contents 1s indefimtely increased. The Lord's vog
ceases altogether to be heard in many parts of it and thyy
contain nothing but the fallible utterances of maw.

According to Principal Grant it is a dangerously eron
eous view to make Inspiration * cover évery subjert refered

to in the Bible, such as gcography, geology, astronomy, hys.

tary, antiquities, as well as the revelation of the character of
God and the character and destiny of man.”  And, as il sy
prised that any shoull hesitate to accept this doctrine,te
adds, * One would suppose indeed that by this time the e
son might have b en learned that the divine element inthe
Bible does not extend to the knowledge of science, natuy
history or physical geography possessed by the writers, ba
that on all such maltters they occupy the same piatform g
other men of their class and time, and were subject grenenlly
to all ordinary human limitations.”
vember, 1891, pp 6,9

That is to say Inspiration gave the sacred writers noad
in certain matters. Other men blunder in these, and so dy
they. Teaching ofothers showed much ignorance and eror,
and so diu thewrs, They occupied the same platform, ang
were characterized by what 15 meanmt by this convenienyy
indefinite phrase—* all ordinary human limitations.” It fol.
lows that the geography, geology, astronomy, history and
antiquities of the Bible are more or less unreliable  The
learned principal does not tell us the precise extent to whrh
this is the case, but he dwells with stirring animation uponte
ternible conseyuences which he thinks have flown from e
non-recognition of the fact  This indeed i> the only Lausea
unbelief upon which he expatiates One would thak by
but for the conduct of the * priest, the pulpiter, the dogmatig
and the schoolman™ in propagating * views of Inspirane
similar to those entertained by orthodex Hindus with regarg
to the Vedas and Puranas, and by pwus Mahemeaans win
regard to the Koran ™ \p. 6, the would woud be deuwvereun
a great measure from unbehlief. [ have not met with the
advocates of the mdnstrous views complamed of, and bave o
wish to stand between them
deserve. It would be inteiesting, however, to sce the
ipsissima verba of thewr statements, and thus to ben a pag.
tion to judge intelligently un the matier. If there wie wuny

ters in Canala whose tearhings on this v ' questiin o e

better than the utterance< of Hindus and M.ihomedan. they
should certainly be disaplined ; and if the people are i thi
benighted state they shouid be at once enlightened.  No won.
der if unbelief should prevail among them 1t they are under
the care of such teachers,

VLo be continued. )

THE ALLIANCE OF t EFORMFED CHURCHFS

‘There was a large atte dance at the spring mecuag of the
Exzcutive Commission of the Alnance of the Keformed
Churches holding the Presbytenian Systemn, Western Secuon,
which was held on Thursday morning, April 14, 10 the
Scottish Church, Fourteenth Street, New York. The char
man, the Rev. Dr. T. W. Chambers, presided, and nearlyal
the several Churches connected with the Alliaace wn the
United States and Canada were represented.  From among
the founders of this Alliance it was pleasant and profitableto
note the presence of Drs. McCosh and Schafl, helping 10
arrange for the Fifth Qiadrennial Council to be held i
Toronto this fall, September 21 29  Much important bas
ness was transacted in preparation for the approachin

Council, chief of which was the adoption ol the progiammre-

on which the Comunittees of the Eisiern awd Western S
fions have been engaged for the year past. Both in wopis
and speakers it promises a meeting of great interast, It wa
thought the presence of an executive officer from the my
sionary societies would add to the interest and value of the
discussions on missionary topics, and 1t was resolved to
recommend that, without specially inviting them, f any suc
should be present at the Counuil 1n September, they shoui
be accorded seats as corresponding members. The Com
mittee on Work on the European Continent rabed atteanon,
through Dr. Cattell. its chairman. and Dr  Hale, hohel
whom have lately visited Bohemia. 1o the great value of sym

pathy and help to the struggling Reformed Churches among

the Czechts,

In the evening the Preshyterian Sucial Union of Nes
York gave a reception to the [xecative Commisstonin tke
assembly room of the Metropohtan QOpera House
admirably managed, and was an enjovable occasion,
ing representatives of the Presbytenian and Reformed
Churches well filled the spacions room, nearly one-huit being
ladies. Mr, John Paton, the Prestdent of the Social Uaion,
presided, and felicitously introduced the speakers These
were the Rev. Dr James I. Gand, of the Germain Refarmed

Church of Reading, Pa., who spoke on ¢ Presbyteriamsm oa.

the European Continent ” ; the Rev. Dr. E. T Corwin of the
Reformed Dutch Church ot New Brunswick, N. J., President
of the General Synod, who spoke on “ Presbyteniamsm. lis
Polity ¥ ; the Rev. D-.
Church South, of Savannah. Ga. rn * Preshyterianism It
Doctrine ”; and the Rev. Dr. . H. McVicar, of the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada, and Principal of the Presbyter
1an College, Montreal, who spoke on* Presbyterianism and
Education,” The addresses were interpersed with admirabls

‘singing by the Schumann Quartette, After thesc excrcists,

the doors were opened into the supper-room, and further
sociability was promoted by the usual collation,

and the chastisement ther

Collrge Journa!, No*

It was~
Leads

C. Voss, of the Presbytenas”



