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C.botcc Lterature.
A KING 0F T YRE.

A T \1 P (I'r 'rHrTi IMFq n.v-F .RA JA'D
-L[ÏIENUMAI.

Tht ;,sland city ai Tyre lay close ta the Syian coast. it
seemed t- 'l"it am'rg the %vives ibat fretted t1lemselves ino
foamn as they m'ted in heîween tht jagged rocks, and spread
aver the flats, retiring again ta rest in the deep basom aftIe
Mediterranean. Thtetvall tInt cocircled tht istanu' rase in
p!aces a hundmed ritbits, ,tnrl sttmtd tram a distanre te be
an enommous monolith. II was theetere callsur, or Tyme,
avhich means The Bock At the lime i aur narrative, about
tht .nidd!e ai the fîh centujry. P C , the sea k-rt . ity con
îaintd a dense mass o! inhabtanç, vhn Vved in ta'! nooden
bouses et many stôreys; for tht gmcund space vthb:n tht
%val!s rould net lodge tht multitude vihe pursued tht vaieus
amts and crmmerce for which the Tyians were, et aIl tht
avaid. thet mail rîated Tht streetis wemtnarotv, oten ta
ireiy r1osed tm the sky by prrjertng ba'conies and arcades

mere veiris and arteries for the cirulation of the city's
tbmnbhirag lite.

For recreatian tram their dyieg vals, laamps anrd fot.ndries
the atsan people cimbed to the bmaad spaces on thetoîp of
tht wa!Is, tvhere they could breathe tht siteet sea air, except
when theteaster!y wind %vas bot and gilly with dust frorm tht
mainlanr, a (evi boy shots ditant, The men nf commerce
thranged the quay of tht Sdonian barbeur at tht north end
et the island, or that et tht Egyptian bambour on the south
side tita artifirial basins which were a: ail limes c owdtd
with ships ; fo the Tyrian memcantmea scoured ait tht
coant of tht Grent Sen, even vetumncg thmaugh the straits of
GsLdes, and nothward ta the ceasts af Brirnin and scuthward
along tht Afrran shore ;gvng in bater for the crude coma
midîties they found net en!y the producti cf their ewn work-
shops, but tht teight of their caravans that climbed tht Le
banos and iveril> :actcatd acress the deserts te Aabia and
D3bylon. Tht people ci fashian pnaded their prîde on tht
GretISrjuame, in tht heamî af tht ritV called by the Greeks
the Eurychnruc %vieme îhey displayed their rch garn.ents in
competiien wtb thet fiowers that grev, a&mast as artifi:iaIl>,
in gay parterres amid tIre mambe btcks ufç tht pavement.

But one lay a sngle tapic abserbed tht conversation et
ail classes aflke, i0 tht Great Squame, on tht walls, and
along tht ouays. Councillors et state and moneyed mer-
chants debated t i iuh bowed beads and winkled brcws.
Moulders talked cffil as tbey coed'them selves a: the dean
ways of their faurdr"ies. Wtaverî, ;n tht e'cement oftther
wranglinig over it, (argot te throw tht shuttît. Seamen,

liht tht>y could strike from oaths in tht names et ail tht
gdseal the lands they had ever sailed ta. Evera tht nvo-

men, as they stood in the open duamways, piltîng their
words betviten tht cries cf tht childrarr wbo bestrode their
shou' 'm or curg ýn ther feet, prenmlncti their judgment
upan .ail absorbinrg topc.

A bui,etin had appenred an tht great squame proclaiimig,
in tht name oft11e H;gh C,)uncil of Tyre, a stupendous reli-
gious calebrabiora. ast sums of moet had been apprapri-
ated tram tht city treasumy, anrd more vins demanded tram
tht people. A multitude of animais vins ta be sacraflcad,
an ý éein tht blaod cf human virtims shrnuid enrich tht altar,
that thus migbt b, purchased tFt faveur of Almighty Baal.

Te andemstand this proclamation ave must knoo tht ir
cumstnnces that led te it.

Tht Ph. xr ician prestige among the nations had for many
years been s endily wnning. Tht priitical dominance et
Persia, with ber capital far ovar the deserbs at Susa, vias
less humiliatîng ta titis prend people than vias the grewing
commercial importance of tht Greeks acrass tbe sea. For
not only bad tht Greeks whipped tht Phoenicans in naval
baittîs, as ai Salamis and Eurymedon. but tht> vieme dis-
plncing Phoenicîaa viaras in tereign markets, and eacbing the
Geek language, customs and religion ta ail tht werld. 'Yet
tht Grecks vitre thought by tht Tyrians te bc but an upshamî
Reopla. Tht> had net se man> gentrations, as tht Phoeni-
cians hndl ages, ot gloieus history.

Havi could Phoe-nicia regain the snpremacy' This vias
tht ail absombing question whicb appealed te tht pa:-iotism.
and still mare te tht panses, efthtIe Tyrnans, and -f their
neighbours %long tht coasb.

Man> vitra the viistacmts vbo raadily solved tbis problam
tai their ovin satisfaction. Thus, for example, tht priests et
Mikari-the naine the> gave ta BaaI in bis spacial office

as guardiau cf tht ciy-bnd a theary of their ovin. It was
ta tht effect that tht gods vitre affanded at tht grawing lax-
ity af worshîp, and especiali> ai tht fallicg-off ai thre temple
ravenues, wbic-hvitre in great rmiasure tht samptuaus pet-
qaiiites of the priats themselvas. They vitra especiaily
disaffacted toviards their voung king, Hiramn. vhorn they e-
garded as an obstacle ta an> retorms on this lina. Hiram
had spent bis eatly training ycars with tht fleet, and was con-
waftant with tht taith and customs ai many countrias. Thus
ha vias edncated ta a cosmopolitan, nat te say sceptical,
habit of mind, and vias led ta doabt vibethar an> movenient
that onîgimattd ia the ambition ai a harde ui unscrupulcus
and saperstîtiaus praests Would vian tht faveur ai the gods,
even admitting that such supernat btimigs tetîsîed, of ih the
king vias raported ta bave exprtssed a doubt.

King Hiram bad been but a tan montbs on thethirone, ta
wiach Ire had .5utetdtd on tht death ai bas fathen, viben ha
opencd tht meeting ai tht- Grcat Councî vbi hrssued the
proclamation mgardîng fthc sacrifice.

Hîs Majesty sat utalin tht bronza tIrent. Abov. lita
shoot a canopV oi beaten geld. At hts bacir. hung a c.uta.n
af rich est Tyian pample, ina the centre oifvihiel gleamied a sil-
ver dove with outspread wags, ilht symbibalof lyre frona
those ancient days viben iLs o.nmerce and ranevin began te
fl> abmoad ovci thevvild.

H tramrs face was typi.aiîy lrcenician, anrd betokancd the
clecat tîde ut iiis taqoaaa touiu. lias forcbead vias broad, and
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promnitent at the brnws His e>es were g!eaing bla.-k IL j
ne started as if witb the purpose .11 be :à,s jea: tu 1t te ini;
nied in the e'cpanded twstril that suigte5ted the Egyptian.
His hnir was black, with the slightest toticb of red, which,
however, only strong light wvould reveal. He wore the coni-
il1 rap nf the sailor, for bis pride of naval comimand had never

beroire secondary ta even bis sense of royal dignity , and
miny a lime had he declared that a true PhL nician king was

rhiefly kngaofthe sea, The royal cap %vas distinguished fromt
thet nf cnnmmua sailars by the ara us, or îinged serpent's
.rrest whirb was %vroulit in golden needlework upon the front.
The king's tbroat anà chest ivere bar; cexccpt for a purpie
mantle whch hung from bis lefi shoulder, and crcssed bis body
diagnnally, and for a broad callar of silk embroidered with
silver threads, whicb sbone in contras! ivtb bis weather
bronzed skin. His amis were clasped above the elbows iith
lieavy sprats of gold Ile wvare a lause Whtehitan, oz uni
od egaore nt, which terminated Pbo.e the knees, and revealed
as knoy a pair of legs as ever balanced sa graceful a figure.
But one thing marred his appearance -a deep scar on bis
rb'n, the memoria! of a band ta band figlat with Egvipt;an
pirates off the mouth of the Nile.

The kng leaned upan one of the l;un beads that made
the arrns ofibhs throne. One font rested ipon a fotstoal cf
brenye ,thte ther i h pte u faload peduo
the dais i h pte o !aload peduo

Sitting thus, lie spake cf the subject belote the Cûuntcul.
At 6rst he scarcely changcd his easy attitudle, He ttaced the
ruse of the 4Greek powver vth voluble acýuaay, fùi he had
çttjed the problemns it presented -in anothers..,hoùl than that
of Pb'vnician prejudizes. As hie procecded he watmed ivth
tbe kindUing cf bis own thaugbts, and, straightening bimself
on the throne, gesticulated forcbly, making thetigue atm aof
the cbar tremble undet the stroke tif bis first, as if the
moulded brorze were the cbdurate beads cf bis listeners. At
length, fully heated with the excitement of lh;s speech, and
by the antagonism tfou planly revealed ;a the faces uf some
of bis courtiers, hie rose from hs throne, and staod .pun the
leopard skin as hie contluded w4h these wiirdb

" Let me speak plainlv, O leaders of Phu £niLa, as a kting
of mnen should speak ta kýngly men Whjyduets the Greek
nli]str'p us ? Because hie Ji stronger, Why ;s he stronger '
Perause he is wiser Vvhy ;s he wiser '«I ecause lie learas
frorn al the world , and we, thûuugh ie trade îwth ail the
trîbes oi men, learn (mcm nolle. O,11gu;ie matks are aur
own footprints, whch we fo'ow taerudlesb Lircle5, We hoabL,
() Phoenicians, that vîe bave tatight the îvorld its alphabet,
but we curselves have no books bey.nd the tablets on whiLh
we keep the arcounts cf eut shipb, uur <.aravans and our
shambles. It is aur sbdme, O meni uf Tyre 'We bave in
strurted the sailors cf the Great Sed L. gu;de their shis by
the stars, but inaU ail o t uftowetoiàtierit and rejùn
we darenont leave the caasl :"tc f i ar,ýent notions. WC
go up and dawn the chaane!ý f et uietedes , ay, we gruurid
ourselves in cur ignorance.

t'And hear, 0 ye prie.sts* Our re'àigiùn as praLtsed 4 ùaur
disgrare If Baal be ' *,le that shoes in the son,
be despises us for oir &. Nay, s.uiil f ye w*11
But look at the statues of out gods * A Greek boy could
carve as finely witb the dough lhe eatà. Loûk atar tem-
ples ' The Great Hiram bulilta firier une than WC possess
five centuries ago, there iJerusalem, for the mserable Jews
te wcrship their Jehovah in. Yc. say that Baal is ang.-Y with
us. And weli he may be For wc open nl out mands to
the brgbtness of bis beams , we hide in the shadovws ut things
tbat are aid and decayed, even as the 14ards crawl in the
sbadow cf the ruins that everywhere mark oui plains.

fiYe say, O priests, that ve muýt sa.r,Îfice more te Baal.
Truly 1 But it is îlot the sacrifie of Jeath, rather the real
offering af ile, cf out w ser thuughts, eut braver enterprise,
that Baal would bave.

tThis, ihis is the end of ail rr.y speakig, O meni cf
Tyre ' Heap up ycur treasures, and buta tbemn if ye wil
Slaughter your beasts' Toss youî babes inta the lire of Me
loch 1 But know ye that your king gives you no such com
mandmen -; nom %vil] bc haîe mure of suth counsel."

sr) say!ng, Kng H;rat-i strode doivn (rom the dais, arnd
left the ccunicii chamber. As be passed out, the members
rose and made deep oteisance ; but their bowed forins did
ne: conceal fram hlm their scowling faces.

Thre counicillors, lefî alane, gatbered close together, evi
dently oct for debate, but ta confirmn one another in some
predetermined purpase. *rheir words were bitter. Old Eg-
balus, the bigla priest cf Baal-Melkarth for the year, tbanked
bis god that the tbrone ef Tyre bad lcst its power, since one
sa utterly blasphemous, se traitorous, had corne ta occupy it.

"i Thar travelling Greek, Herodotus, who is even nOW bis
guest, bas bewitched the king with bis talk," sneered oue.

"Or with bis Greek gold," timidiy ventured anather.
The last speaker was a ycung man, la princcly attire, witb

mamked resemblance ta King Hiramv; but sucb resemblance
as is oten natictd between an ugly and a beautiful face; cer-
tain léatures attasting kinsbip, while, at the same ltimt, they
proclaimi the utmost différence oficharactar. This persen was
Prince Rubaal, cousin te Hiïam, and, in the event af the
deatb of the latter without issu, the beir ta the crawn. His
natarally selflsb disposition had brewed nothing but gaîl since
Hiram's accession. Fromt polite drsparagement hc lapsed
iio tbe habit cf open contempt for the persan, and bitter
antagoni&m a the nterests ai bis royal relative. That the
king wasb ostile ta tbe pretensians af tbe priestly gaiid was
sufficient ta make Rubaal th-tr slavish adherenr.

The sncer witb whicbh li attributed a metrcenary motive
te the king brought bita a look af blandest encouragemaent
from the bîgh priest, Egbalus.

This latter dignity, however, instantly cast a less compta-
cent and more inquisttive giance rata the face ot anotber coa-
cilloi, Ahiînelek Howm ma(b was mrant by triât look can
bc understced only by recalling the chàarter and carter ai
this man.

Ahimeick was smail in stature, ai iow, broad braw, hin
lips, restlasa grey ayes, whch steed ta foc-us upon nattt-
ing, as if afraid af revealing the thought back of them ;
as a partridge, when disturbed, fins la ail directions axcapt
oves ats own nest. He was tâttaricrte rchant in lyre,
the largest slip awned in ail Pboenicia. His fleets were
pass.ng, lîke ihutties on the Ioom of .bis prosperity, between
Tyreanad Cyprus, Cartbage and Gades. His caravans, tee,
were vieil knoovn on evcr route (ram Damascus to Mcmphis.
He inherited the wealtb of severai genarations of merchants,
and aise their ancestral shrewdness. lias waking drear was
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te surpass them alal by allying hs 1n.tn.Xîl pûwer wihh he
pol'itical prestige oi the royal hùue*uf ryte. Ta th4s tnd lie
had spamed neither money trot sytophany ta uidtt ta gain thc
faveur af thét mît kig.

It was therefore with genuine elation that the merchant
bad neticed the groing int;i-ay betiveen lUram anU lh."
daughter, the fait Zillab.

Fmom childhood Prince TLrm and Ia : a ad een ru,
together, the olà king having been, ;n dt I .tun*., dcpletiuii
of bis treasury, a-; littie averàe tu à fariî;'y all:dne ît.th the
mcney bagý ut Ah;îmtlek ab that ai-,tu,.tt Id3Lu uatatidh
bis bags with t royal seat. Indeed, on more til.at one
occasion the kig had d;ctýeied an authurity ;n Ahimelek'à
datics that lias la..k;ng i bis oîvn mandates. It %,mà
rumcured that tht recugnition ofut.titàîaJasuvetgnty by the
court at Susa had been deferred ountil the îppointment ut
Ahimelek as bis chambrlain gayac pi uii"-f b !sbs.tt el,
afit ta the pulitsèianb %uho :tsuruned the Great Kim6,
Artaxet.ses.

It is truc, however, that the persorial attrattions o! Zillah,
withaut su.-h redsons ot Stdte, halli.apt«tv,%ted yuurîg Iri.e
Hiram. She was the goddess who înspired bis dreams dur.
;ng bas voyages, and int ber car, un hi,,, ituro, be narratedl
bis Adventures, and l:ûmfebbed hibu, rnjt sti..t pru.jet. and
amliiîus bopes. On the vei> day ut lits _uionaàtîuû, a yedi
before oui story begins, he left tht great hall a! cremoriy,
trot ta rtturir ta hb palace, but tu và.Sât the mnanbiun ot Ahitlie
lek, and then and there platd bis ic utionp the haad uJ

That very rrgbt, too, tht delightad inesthairit hall git arr the haad

oi bis daugbrer itu that aI ber royal suitor, aiî.capîing frontbinaà
a splendid gift as the marige purv.haàe, and presenang tu
h im in teturn the duavîy cntiat, -lit dtîs %.ase *'a*
tht bondircg o! bis astate ru pi>"'yrin.1i>h a thoub.ind mias ut
gold and hdit tht revenues uf listradle in perpetuit>.

But lattr évents bail J;sturbead thaee -oîîa f Ahitme
lek. Tht growîràg dassatisiactaiur Of the priastày gui1 3 tu
watds King Hiam was tuo uminuus ta be di:regarded. Their
power tuvtt tht peoplebd naet ibeen ca wigd vth -ilt
punity. Could the kirg maintain himself against them ?'

Ont ait oai Zillah herseclf had scerned tu erîdanger bel
royal pruvpects. It WaS a ba"Cd %.ututrî for thtetvfe of a
Ph,.r.aician king te becama ailso a p[ic3tebssut the gaddass
Astar te, thue -cuosuUÀidatâng ttaerLduLi ian u £>IULIÀ~UI,
lits, loto ibis sa.red ufi-ce L4"I.ah h4d rttiisr tu enter , 'là

vh'Rcb determination she %vas dùuble nlt riieù,ed b> the pie
judices o! ber royal lover.

Tu Ah"melek*i fears, therefure, tht ..rowns ut Tyre
beemed su.spended by a sitrîder thraal uvetr n abyss fitruar
tvhi,h hact.uuld net iere-siaif .& shuXl l. IHttherefure
hall, arn various pretexts, poàtpurred the marr-agt. But h".
si-hemir>g mind dibcerned i refuge fut là«sb 1.bt &ur n tht
tact that 1Rubaal nas ajealuus raval fui tht li.earrt uia
Indee,4nuv.h o! that yuung mari'& hustà1ti.y tu bas -uub.uI
was due ta bis wounded affections. It themeture seemed clear
tu Abmelk,that, in the avent af tht uvertbruîv ul Kirî>
Hirain, there would be an equal apporttnîty fur bis unt
aggrandisement ta tran5fertrhi& bis daughters b arid tu that ut
the nevi ktng. Sucb vitre tht thaughtb that dîsturbcd
Ahimelek as be sat at the -ouni."èl table.

'la.;. high priesr, Egbalus, havi alread'y fathoied tht pet
plexiby o! the mertbant's mind when bc gave hiim that queb
tioning glance.

Ahimelcks tyts fluttered more than ever as tht> met the
inquisitorial gaze of tht priest. Wbat wouuidlhe nul gava Lu
know tht future ? On vhiLh sida shùuld hc cast bis vote.

Egbalus was boa subtle a politician to press the query tu
a definite answer in tht council hall. He. krew bis mari, and
knew that if Ahîmeltk dtd net dame tn go with tht priests,
netther would he dame ta oppose them.

Other members o! tht couricil were more readi'y subser
vient. ladeed, the predominatingiaflue.c ioEgballus irn public-
affairs had already made itsel elt lu ir he selet-i u., of the fpet
sous viho wcre nom inally the king'.sadvibers$. Ha kneîv, in
deed he ownad, theta al.

Tht decet rdaintiq4 the splendid sa,!Ii5cc nus there-
fort issued. Tht proclamati'on las 4uic-kly pjbktd un tht
temple gate, the door ofthée counicil chamber, and in tht
Great Square.

Would tht king oppose it ? If so, it îvould bring on tht
conflict tht priests desired, and had long been preparing for.

CHAI'TER Il.
When King Hiram lait tht council hall, pages swung

aside the heavy curtains which screened the doorwaysi
lackeys bore belte him, se fat as tht exil, tht ancitot scep-
tre af Tyre, laid upon a gemmed cushian , palanquin bearers
toul, their places around tht royal vehicle; white tht outrun-
ners, with tIm legs and short, flited wvhite skîmts. balanced
in their bands tht long rods eft ieir office, and rami to clear
the way. The chiai attendant vias distinguished tram tht
others by bis crîtason skrt, vzhich hung from a silvar hait
tightening bis loins, and by the long ribbons cf purple that,
encimcling bis bravi, bung as streamers almosîta thé ground.
With that superb grace which only accomplished athletes e-
quira, lhe uovied ta the carth as the kirng dascendcd the marbie
stcps teading from the hall.

Whathem, O king ?V
T heur ? anouired Hiram.

"It begîns the seventh, by tt grace of baal! replird tht
attendant.

ITo tha Sîdanian Harbour, then'
Tht runners f1kw. Tie crewds ain tht narrait streets

backed close against tht bouses on eittier side.
ILong liye King Hiramt! murmumeti frot undreds

af lips, but tht king aoted thar iL vas shoutati by none. If
threa vire layait> siL vas wibhout enthusîasm. Tht priests
scowied, or, pretending ta bc pmtoccupmed with pious mcdi-
ration, aliowed tht rayai palanquin te vass without sainte.

Keactuîg the quay, ttht king ste.ppec. q'uckty ftont Lis
carnage, and, returning witb aqual courbesy the low salam
ai an aidert> man, embraced bita comdiatty. Evert il tbis
persan s garb hadlflot evealet btis natîotraisty, lis straight
nase on a lina with his forehead would bave poclamcd hlm
a Greek. His face vias vitather-beaten anci bronzed b> ex-
posure te maav chinxes. Hîs (rmi lips andi strong chiu
woold have tukggsted ta an observer tbat hée vas a man cf
reselutcness, pemhaps ane engaRed in daring adventures;
viet si not that a crtain quiet deptth an bis ecs, a passive in-


