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Christ kexpreqreÇ Mi ,-eoIt URignts Pnl)lbiinm , ftuda
mentaIIy. it iç lniinZ shoirt of -a -h-irtefr I-l is uew
kitngdomn. Anl If gqni thsq rc,,otutional imuportance
sirnpiv front the fart t1vit ut elevairg halo premineuce,
and si(eguirdç ai, ni prim-try value, the spiritual
rights of the individuai

Ta sce the significinre or tdais rliange, let it bc a-e
rnembered on whit a dlierent conception mea bail
baen accustnmed te organire theruselves into religiaus
cnriimunitics lu %11 antiqulty, the %tate ivas tht te,
ligious unit Ta ht itiachetl the çarred-lcss whicli we
uewv attach ani the ('hurrh The gnris werc goa oitbe
liai Their cuit wvns a scrire p .iA by public afi.ials
at the expense ai goverrument Tht chi ai tht
State wias theo,,ntifer Inp~'r l face of a system
se ia-ml? mrganired, the rilliginus rifflts ai the p.;vate
individual uvere nowhere l iberty oi cotnscience tvas
undrearnt-of Privat %vas mergeld in public îvorship.
Access te God %vas possible only tha-ough a State
priesthood Eadai m-n's faith wias faxed fer him by
funactionaries empowered ta inte-pa-el the w;ll ai
htaven Dissent wias diçinyalty In short, the indi
v'adual was siinpiy swalinwed up, 'vith ail bis personal
responsibilitits and rights, in the vis- social whole oi
which hie iarmed a part

Tht systeain is one niwhich we have ta day ne cotas.
pitte survh'alin ha ny grea! cotnmian»ty, Dit beicre
Christ there wias ne religieus community in existence
ai whicb social authoa-ity wias net the formnative prin-
ciple rather titan in<.vvidu.il ronv*,ction. Evert thet ae
ligion ai [saa wias'not, aid cemld nat be, any atai
exception Fer although, under Old Testament
tearhing, religion berame m-e and mûre an ;nward,
spiritual, and therefore persanJ relatioush:p btuawv.,t
tht seul and Gnd, Ver st neyer di seutangltd itsliaise-
gether f-rn the mould of a State Theec-a.cy. Se
long ns the kiragdoim stoil, everythna; in tht dumnain
efifaithi and marais, fno less thaïs 'n that of é;ovea-n
ment. wvas prescr;bed by publil: authoruîy -an author
ity which was ai ance national, and a: tht saine lime
divine Tha-ougla ene aut'aoritative orde- ai publâ.
functionaries -tht priesîs menu approaý.hed God'5
mtrcv-stat te wvnrshp . tlirough anoîhez orale: cf
tht pa-phets-the oracles cf heaven uvere autiierita.
tively declared. At jerusaiern, alauast as lattît as ai
Memiphis or l3ahylon, %vaà there a-aom leit foi the frce
p!.ayoaiprivatejudgrnent, or the la;ms zf tht con-~
science ta determrine individ.aal duly.

Tht ina-m in which oua- Lard caa.unstea-d ibis tor-
parafe aurlaority domin;ttn,; the religious &lei ai a
people wias Rabbtn*cm W'i!e the Jeavish pilesthood
surmived as tht fr a l tme."ait iu ever> act of %ver-
ship, the oid function ofaithor:tat;ve tea..hing had
de.generated it interprerat«&en only ai tht davint
will ; and tbks ini tht bands ofithe Rabbis wias stifftu.-
ing mbt a rigid systemi ai tradit:onal uuwa-iatten Iaw.
Tht baud whcb litus routinaeal ta ;rite pose iseli bc-
*ween Alrnighty Cid and tht seul and cons-.îenc.e ai
His rhild hai nnt becroîne !tss autbaritative lubecoru-
ing cnid and dtad Ri bbinism wias the Jega-adation
ai elernents which had altvays ex;sted iu Jadai5m,
but as a mannpoly ai religion la the intea-ests of a
ciass, it preved utsel siugula-ly fatal 'ta rel.gious tli.
For tht dominant order claimcd ta absorb iruto alseli
tht threeieîd authority agamnst 'thich ou- Lord pro-
testa in my text authority tû tach Gud's trusts,
autharity te bless %vth the heaýeuly lfatber's faveur,1
authority ta bini3 tbe rons.lten.e tvhth tht ..ommands
ai tht Mast H-1gb A!ikt *n fa*th, in avua-h.p, and in
Marais, " ';-r;bes a-id Pharisees " ruItal supreme--tht
teachers, fathers, mna5 ea-s of the peapie.

Now, in express conta-ast ta aL~ thas, lesuas avows
thar Ht is about to erect His spiritual commonweaith
on tht prinr;pie ai individaai ireedom. Let the
novclty and tht bolduess aithis asdeparture" bc uoted.
They ohtained a presumipt.on that teiigtou communa-
fies ceu!d be frIuuded ou!y apun authoraîy, corporate
or persor ai That presucnpt*on mas m;ghty, bela.asc

tiras unha-aken Ta venture the e.mperimeut oi
basing a wvoa-i %vwide ae!'gious a.ommunatty upon 5sei
individuaismi up-in 'hae unfetterecd Lent a..taun, L.ho.e,
sud rcspansibility ai single soulà amas a pa-oceedaug
as bazardeus as it was untrical. Nevea-theless, this as
what- Ht 19 doing in tht text Ht stwetps tht board
citar *bat He miy build on irtsii Unes. Ht beglus
by abolishing auy huntan or visible authoa-ity iu
religion, and se haviug tach nian alet belore Ced a3
a snlitary, respousible, spiritual unit, iudependeut, as
to the decpest and aurst sarre'! elenuf a bis being,
of ail bis fiows. Tt seems at fia-st sight a strange
way ta found a cominunity or kingdom,.ta cemmance

by iso&% in£l cach human being an loncly frecdom
that ba May gwow aivare of Itaose unseen tics whach
bind hlm -him foi himself-to God alerne. la: ets as
certainly à soritty, a çommnouiveaith, whach U.nit
airais ai. Only tifs kingdom as ta bo a kangdlom of
God lu ibis thoraugh-going sense, tlîat of ail atm parts
alike God is te be the sole central1 ond, holding its
members in a unlîy by holding cach of thcmu in
separata attachrnent-thlat la, nlot an corper..te, but an
ind;vidual, attac.bment ta Hîmscîf. The kîngdom
wbich hae proclaims, therciore, as not lirat a corpora-
tion, botand by internat huîmais or carthly bonds, bc-
twcen wbkch anid Gad some sort ai tiak ts then
forgeai - as the link of a law, or of a priesthood, or of
a theocratic king. Noa. but at grows sal by selection
and accretion afiIndividuals, bc.weneac.h of whoisaand
God thetinuact iink of relagaous faith and lie bas farat
been forane. In short, it as a faaternity of the cqaln
and the farce. Eaclî man of at alike awes has place
there ta bis private and pem-cnat relattonship wîth
God, whose kingdom it à. Each man ai at alikc sas
entitlcd ta learu saving trusta for hianseli at tait
baud fa-rn Cod , ta torne ta God for hamseil at first
baud for iatherly grace and blessang ita take lt
arders at fia-st band for himseif as ana who as respen-
sibie te no otites. Whatever union rnay ultimatety
taindi the subjects of ihis kingdoan ta one auothermust
evîdently graw out af thesa piot relationshaps ai each
ta God, and ba rnoulded by thern. For the prarnary
thing is that the sparituaila-ghts af the seul get thear
due, aud the imrediaLy oi a mau s persoual depen.
denca upon God. 1 saad the words belore us cantaîn
the charter af Christian liberty. Are they flot the
cbarter whhch recognazes for tht tirst tame, and in t-e-
cogni:ing guarantets, the analacuable raghts ai the
hurnan spiriat?

I venture ta tbmnk that our Lord could flot bave
undertaken to reorganare mankaud autoe a rclagaous sa.
ciety au these huecs, by fia-st flinging each member af
it nakcdly upon God as Unseen Teacher, Father, and
Lord, untess His a-elig.on land been ane îvhach sccured
a vaiid reconç.'t*atton or reunion betwaxt God and
man. Manifstiy at ivas a tremendous rask ta began
by disintegratiug rnankind auto spiritual mtorns alter
this fashion , ta daspense at the outset wath what ail
ancicus wisdomn trusted ta as the anly bond for socaety;
the sanctIans, ta wat, oi a common religion, cnfoa-ced
by the authenty ai a social systcrn, and by the aver-
wheirng force ai corporate sentimeut. Such a
proposai a-cquaa-cd a amoral courage whacb, an anv
mca-e human reformera would deserv't ta be styled
au.iacity. But at as plan that aur Lord reckoned
upon bringing each human beang, thus bet fret an the
awful ioneliness and grandeur oi bis spiritual persans.
aixy, irite direct and commauding relations with the
Eternal Author ai htas beang. Men can safely stand
cîcar ai cita-ual authority speakang an Gads nanie
then, but oniy then, when they art set in aimedaate
..outact iwath the invisible supa-ere authoraty-wath
Cod HimselL Ail anterposed authorty-oi pa-ophets
ta-uc or lse, ai praests and rabbas, afi nterpreters and
Iatherz, iu God-ail inîcrposed authoa-uy (I say> as
only useful so long as as, as necessa-y i that as, sa long
as tht way is flot yet laid apen for tht human spirit
ta draw near for isei, and tient tht voice, and itarn
the will, and share the lait, of tht Eterual Father and
Lord ai ail. but let ihas boldest of Teachers and ai
Founders bc Hamscif tht divine Reconctier and
Miediator, through whoru tht rneantst soul af man rnay
Iind the vcry Gad, ruay receave straigbt fa-rn its
source tht divine light that allumints. tht divine iaw
that regentrates, and tht davéia law that guides-
then lis i sale then auiy wise, ta proclaarn the aboi-
tion of hurnan authority ta religion, and eniranclaise.
ment cf souls:.

This immct.Jaateness ai attachmeut ta God breaks
ap Iaf çwe iollow tht fines of aur textj arato tha-ce parti-
Lulars , sa whicba 1 cannot thiuk at fancafual ta set
somte allusion %not obta-usive, yct inevitable, frottn tht
nature ai the case) ta the economic .rrauity ai
R.rdcmption. Notice the tbreefold iink which bands
tu Cod tht sau[ emancipated fa-an sparatuai authort-
tics on earth.

To begin ivith, " Ont as yaur Teacher.» Each
soul that needs and caaves tht laght bas in <..ha-st a
scpaa-atc and au equail daims au that divine pta-SOn,
wbost office it is ta Tend us iute trulli. Given those
moral requisites, which are a monepoly af nont-can-
dour and a pure beart, humality and and walliingness
ta do Godsb will- then thet ace eye watt bc enligis-
teued ta icnow tht Father aud the Sou through the

indwelling ai H-insi who is Iltht Spirit ai Truth" Il V
the aid promise oi a time when aIl God's rhildr,
sh'ruld bc taught ai H-im. lias louaid lis fllm~,
that spiritual socaety un which the ninting n
and ai which St. John wrîîcs - *1Ye know ail thingi.
ye nced net that anyout teach yau."1

Nexi, Il nt is your Father.Y Through Chrit t4,
way lacs open for every mnan's a-alurn ta the rom aýFather's love, and thant reslored faveur cf Mis wlt
as lile. Na tian awes ta bis fellow mottai th;, iil
ta rcturn ; nor May any sacerdotal chuss bar ar'rý
any langer, or dispense ait pleasure the davoted gràd
wtil i a ur Heaventy Parent. Blut evea-y regerittj
chîld ct Gradl, accepted thraugh fillih in theI1laielda
holds naw a place ai equal nearness and ai equal 4t2
ntss This as that irecdomn irom a ceremonial ycit
and fa-rn ail externat nud arbitrary methods oi %jà
nang the k' athers faveur, fa-rn wbich St. lPaul u
taught that Christ makea His people fret

Lastly, IlOnt as you- Masca- "-that is. yaur goib
incjinduct xcaUtrpy>nî-" aven the Christ.» Frcednrnq'
conscience si nly then sccua-cd wheu one has lea i'
ta iay anies wilint tht band ai Christ. who «t 1
Lord ai duty, because Ht is tht perfect utternice cl
carth an word and exanuple ai tht Fatha-'s peufea
will. And ibis absolute rsponsibility -to tht 1 nr& ýy
whom alet we msust ail bc judged, 19 the equai prt.
ragatave aI cu'try diâcipte. laWho art tIpi, this
judgest tht servant ai anather? Ta bis own Inrd t
standeth or ialletb.» Tht pledge and saieguard fý
liberty ai conscience is pea-sonal responsibiliv a
Christ.

Thus, along these threcliues-distinct, yet i-inse,
related-does jesus strahe the deaîh-uotes ofait I a.
ritual tyranny-oi ail human autharity in reUgict
Ht dotes at bv eaabling each ai us alike. and -,Id
ai us fer hamnseli, te know tht trusta, and find tý
lave, and follow tht guidance, of Cod, the Supreca
thrtce haiy and tha-ice bltsstd.

Ys/t, the death-note wias struck when Jesus -pat~
But tht principle ai spiritual authoa-ity as the hnndd
any passable kingdora a! Ced amnong mten is nte ýj
dies bard.

I have ne time ta unfold the stages ni the stnry b
wilI be sufficiant ta a-emind my fathers and hrethtn
how uuprepa-ed tht wea-ld ai tht fia-st centu-ies prmif
iself ta be ta realize lu its purity the Lard's iduý
He desia-ed His people ta cenatitute a spiritual ix*
therbood, bult tâp through tht regenieration of sûc4
heid together auly by fratea-nal sympathy, but adts
tîng ai tht fret exercise ai those spiritual rigI3
wbîch Ht Hîimsel hast pua-chased fer every mas a
brotherhoed whea-e each mau sbould be taught frc
abave. enjoy fa-et access irise tht famlly ai C,A j
yieid ta Christ aioe au unqualified abedience ti
yau know what happeued. Yfou knew how snnn t4
rights ai the individual Christian carne ta be sa.
rendered ta a mistaken thenry ai Cburch unuan -4
catholicaty; bauv tht original depasit ai Chr4srbc
trulli was vested fia-st in the consentiug tr-adition d
Apostalîc Churches, then in tht great patriîarrazý
then in generai counacils, lait lu tht see ai Rom!;
hew tht access ai tht seul ta divine grace was e
sta-icted, partlv ta sacramental channels in the i,
ai a priesthood, paa-tly ta the services ai the ortboLs
and Caîholic Church ; how, uliirateiy, tlie clergyiu
sumed absolute central, even airer maraIs, by tý
binding decisious oi canon iaw, and by the d;rectý
ai consciences tbrough tht confessional. ln sby,
yau kuomiv hew, lattle by hitl, a visible evtei
authorîwt grew up in Christendom, lilte anothrr %Tb
ca-acy upon eartb, ta suppiant the fa-te frasernitite
equal sous ai God as Christ band founded it bir c
athe- systet ai spiritual aite, net tess minutti
vexatiaus than Rabbiuismn, and a great deaa tw
subite and far-reacbiug. Uaiderneatb that buge m
perate systern ai the Mfediarval Chua-b-arrngaù
te pronounce in the naine ai Ced, and wielffing a
authoa-îty aver tht seul altegether ira-espousible -Ws
vadual religion was once mare submergea.

AIl this is wtil knawn. ?NTôw, agaiust this re-
pesed despotism, tht Rciarrnatiau was a revoit A,
aut of that revoit, with its cianter assertion oif
rîghts af tht individual, spaag those Christian -=
muuuities whach are herz pa-eseut l'y their repr=s
tataves asstrnbîcd in couricil. WVe canne: help lod
ing back to-day te the birthday of the evange
churches ci modern Cha-îsteudom. Net anly is itt
date ta whicb we niay ail ai us trace back, wbetl
directly or rcinotely, aur awn, origin as Prebyeai
communions ; but 1 think lue have same righl tai


