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CHAPTER XX. -Continued.

But what do we know of the agony af those who sce the
imýpending blow coniing, flot from tbe beneficent and ail-
wise Fatber, whose right ta the creature he has made we
do flot dispute, but from man, the petty instrument of a
fallible judgment, stepping in between the Creator and the
created ?-who see the beloved one nsoving before them,
in fuinesa of bealth, in unimpaired vigour of body and mimd,
and in undoubted love and faith, and yet know that before
another Sun shall set tbat precious lite shall be crushed out
by brute violence?

"lHeaven in its mercy hides the book af fate "-but man,
unpitying mani, sets the inevitable hour full before hisvictim's eye, and the terrible moments melt away, each one
bearinR off a visible portion of the ife stili palpitating in
the beart.

Ah 1 we. say such agony is toa great to be borne. But it
bas been borne hy hearts as tender and as loving as our own.

And how can human nature endure it? We know not-
we only know that it bas been borne. IlLoi1 ail tbings
can be borne.>' And it was this bitterest portion that poor
Alice was called upon to sufer.

The last terrible moment had come. The Sun had climbed
ta the mid-heaven, as if to look down upon the sacrifice,
wben the door of the prison was opened, and the unhappy
prisuner came forth-not led forth, for the brave and daunt-
less old woman came out unsupported, and walked with a
firm and unfaltering step.

Tbere was a marked and striking difference between
Goody Nurse and Mistress Elsie Campbell. Bath went to
their death unfinchingly ; but one had the meck reignation
of a humble Christian, the other the ierce beroism af a
Stoic ; the first was saintly, the lait was majestic.

Canscious of bier own integrity, and of the falsity of the
malicious charges against bier, and full, as wc bave seen, of
unmitigated costempt for the tribunal before wbîch she bad
been sa unjustly condemned, the spirit of the aId Scottisb
Covenanters was roused within ber. Her face, though per.
fectly colourless, was set as a flint : and, like the Indian
warrior at the stake, she was fixed in her purpose that noa
trembling nerve, fia faltering step, should gratify tbe malice
of ber enemies by a token of ber sufféring.

So sthe came out, disdaining bupport, and would bave
mounted the fatal cart unaided, had not ber manacled lin.bs
fortddden it.

Wilen she was phaced in the vebîcle, anotber vain at-
tempt was made by Alice's fri.-nds to witbdraw ber from the
awfui scene ; but tbe faithfui. child wauld flot be remaved.
With widd yca and piteous bands she waved themn back.
Twice skie essayed to speak, but the unuttered words died
on ber fevtrish lips. Again-and tbey who stood nearest ta
ber caught only the words, IlHaving loved His own, He
loved i hem ta the end; and a wed and siuent, thcy desisted,
anid made way for ber

Clinging tightly withbobth ber clencbed bauds ta tbe back
Of the cari, ta support ber tattering and uncertain steps, witb
ber uncovered head bent down upan ber hands, and ber
brigbt, dishevelled bair Ialling as a veil about ber, Alice
followed as the melancholy procetsiàn moved onward-up
the length of Prison Lane (now St. Peter Street) inta Essex
Street.

As the glaamy train waund along itu way through the
crowd, and just as it turned the corner int Essex Street, an
Indian, clusely wrapped in bis blanket, dropped, as if by
the merest chance, a bit of pine-bough into the slow-moving
cart.

Apparently by accident the little missile fel; but it bad
been tbrawn by a dexterous band, and witb a calculated and
certain aim. Lightly it binshed Alice's fair, bended head,
touched ber clencbed bands, and feil inta the cart before
her. But Alice, maving on in a trance ai giddy borror,
witb ber heart " à0 full that feeling almoat seemed unfelt,"
did flot notice it. If sbe had, she migbt have recognized in
it a token af the hope it was meant ta canvey ta ber.

Pashemet bad rectived tbe ittle wampum chain-be was
truc ta bis pledge. Even then be waà int twn with a party
of bis braveat warriors, alhougb ta make bimself known
even ta Alice would passibly bave defeated bis abject.

Gradualhy and unobserved, half a dozen Indians, closely
wrapped ini their blankets, had mingled in the crowd-their
stolid, inscrutable faces expressing neitber interest nor
aympathy in the sad scene passing belote îhem. But under
thoée blankets tbey were fully armed ; under those dark, in-
expressive faces there was keenest observation and intent
purpose ; and in a little wooded bollow, near the fatal
IlGallows Hill," a dozen or more fleet little sbaggy Indian

ponies wese quietly picketed, waiting for their fierce, tame-
lets riders.

The plan was perîected in its mast minute details. The

In a amanl community, sucb as Salem then V
vabe bistory, bhc affairs and personalities of each(
bants are cansidered as tbc joint pruperty ai ail tbi
sequently Aice's desolate orphan girihuod-
dependence upan tbc coudcmned prisoner, wbo v
known relative in the %P.ide world, might bave we
pity under any circumstanccs ; but, beyond
rare bcauty ai the poar girl, ber sweet innocen
fcarless devotion ta ber graudmother, bad cali
interest and admiration ai mauy who badi neyer
knawn ber ; and now, instead ai the coarseJ
and bitber invectives, with wbicb bbe bowling
followcd tbc first sufférers, there was, as tbey pi
an awed and respectful sileuce-broken oniy fia
by sobs and sigbs, aud balf.utcred exclamation
help bhcm."

As tbc sad procession wound ils slow way 1:
scorcbing naonday sun, tailing up tbc ittie crooi
street, au interruption accured. In anc ai the v,
est partions ai bbc street a gay cavalcade was seei
iug-tbeir gay military barness riuging out sud g
tbc sunbeams.

lb wss the new goveruor, Sir William Pbip
only arrived in thbcocuntry au the previaus May
was naw riding inta îown, accampanied by a p
cers, mail ai îhem composiug bis suite, sud
personal friends.

Laugbiug sud jesting in truc miiitary style,
near ; but tbc street was toa uarraw toalalowc
pageants at onc lime, and for once grim Deaîb
Jastled out ai the way by busy, joyful Lite.

The miserable, creaking, jolting deabb-cart
anc side ai bbc narrow street, and baltcd, IC
gavernar sud bis suite ta pass by.

At the sudden Stoppage ai tbc cart, poar AI
from ber ghastly drawse-passibly she îbougbt
goal was reacbed. As she lîfted ber bead snd lac
around witb ber sad, frigbteued, bewildered eyes,
which were passing from lip ta hip around ber fel
car : Ib is bis Exceihency, Sir William Pbipj
governor. "

Iu onc insbant, straighî sud clear as a flash ai
beaven, broke in upon her.cioudcd mind an inti
hope ; in, anc moment she bad quitted tbc cart tc
bad convulsively ciung, sud with one wild bouu
deabh-ieap ai somne maddened creabure, she sprui
in Sir William's paîb, and flinging up ber wil
arrest bim, she raised ber sad, beseeching eyes t
faltered ont ber impassioned appeal : " Mercy
yaur Exctflency ; pardn-pardan-for tbc swc
heaven-she is innocent i Oh i as yau hope
in your own sorest need bereater, have mercy
mercy i mcrcy 1 "

As the lrantic creature paLused for breatb, sbt
baustcd upan the ground jlust in front of bbc
borse ; and starthed by the. sudden apparition c
spirit ike Ibing, Sir William sat in silent bey
reining in bis plunging, sua, ing horse wîîb a pow
bihl the spiritcd animal sank upon bis baunches t
strong contrai.

But Sir William's wetc not the anly eyes ta
fait, frantic lace appealed ; one af bbc afficers il
pany, who bad came out ftom England with bbc
galoped ta bbc scene, and forcing bis borse up1
of the deatb-cart, peered witb quick, inquiring ey
face ai bbc prisaner, wbo had sat with closed
tightly cçmptessed lips, flot turnir g ber bead
baud or foot since she cntered tbat car ai deathi
dcnly, as if bis gaze bad assured bit» ai ber identi
forward and sbouted cluse ta ber car, " EIie Ca
loak at me 1i"

Witb a migbty effort, bbc fast-qeaicd eyes uncl,
bbc tboughts wbicb bad, it wouid st-cm, airead3
ber ta bbc unkuown sud eteruai world she wssà
enter, turned back once more ta cari b; she didi
but ber iuvoluntary sbart, and the sudden rush ai
flushcd ber pallid face, betrayed ber recognitionc

Grasping ber firmly by the atm, be asked in
entreaty : I"Telnie-who is that girl I I adjur,
the memory ai Alice-answer me."

For aneU9t»ent Elsie Campbell wavered-bei
betrayer ai ber auly child-and for anc mamei
seemed sweet ta ber stilli; but then she tbought
ber darliug, leit ahane in the wicle, cruel worid-
no praîccbor ; Ibis man was ber father-aud love
pride ; tbc rigid lips painfulîy euclosed, sud wi
dent effort she murmurcd baarsely: "Yaour cbild
my Alice's daugbîer."

Anotber moment. sud the officer had sprung
saddle sud stoad by Sir William'. side, bis teager
the gavernar's atm.

"lSic Wiliam-bear me; you kuow my lifc's ai
and my unsuccessfli earcb ; I believe tbat Riri
long saught cbild ; that woman is bbc mother afi
wife-$he is the sole passessar ai the coveted secr
answer for ber innocen-e ai tbc absurd charge. I a
aur life-long friendship, ta use in ber behahf the
clemency wbicb yau hoid."

The bauds ai tbc brother officers met i a wriuî
and then, wbile bbc lather pressed forward sud
unconsciaus form ai Alice from the grouud, there,
den &tir sud cauferd-ee mon bb afic-sta-b-
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vas, the pri. as she too bent aver ber daring-" oh, tellI me thfÇof its inhabi. blessed words again-tehl me that tljis ls indeed tbe cbfld i
c rest; con% my beloved Alicc-my preciaus wife"-ber entire "An' wa' she your wife-in varry deed ?" asked the si'was ber auly doubting istener, with ber keen, pcnetrating eyes fixed
il awakeued upon bis face

d this, the "l'Was she my wile ? Yes- ten thonsaud times yes ! Whoce, and her dates ta question it ? Yes ! my sainted Alice was my ef1
ed forth the and bonoured wiie; did you-did any anc ever doubt i?'rpersoually "Yes," said Elsie Campbell, meekly, "I1 did doot i-Yjeers, curses wa' tld it wa' a sham marriage, an' I believed il ; I tboughg mob bad you bad done me an' my dead a mighty wrong, an' I coulassed along, na' forgi'e il. But 1 sec now that I bac doue ye a mighY)w and then wrong, an' I dare na' ask ye ta forgi'e me."as ai 1'God SiI can forgive any thiug to-day," said the father, tremb-

lingly, " if only tbis preciaus one, sa long sud so vaifil)'beneatb the sougbt, is spared ta me; but we bave each af us much taked, narrow explain."'
rery uarrow- And Alice was sparcd ta tbem-but flot tilI a longanýn approacb- dangerous illness bad resulted from the unnatural strain 0i9hIittering in mind and body which the poor girl bad undergane did tbee--I

dare ta hope ; and wbile bovering in united care and anxictps, wbo bad over their mutual treasure. the two watchers learned ecCD îy; and wbo otber's mutual worb-and if tbey could neyer forget theàýarty ai offi- beart sorrow tbey had echc suffered and occasioued, at lesSVane or two they learued ta forgive and respect.

bbey drew ___

f two sucb

stood back, CHAPTER XXI. -CONVALESCENCE.

D allaw bbe Some gift ai sucb rare blesseduess, some jay sa strangtcl!
sweet,

lice started That my lips can only tremble witb the tbanks that I repeat-.the terrible
oked wildly But Alice'was yaung and strong, and oalan ubroken co8*l
4the wards stitution ; and youth, when aided by lave and hope al
1l upon her bappiness, recuperates rapidly. And the time soan c5lhi6%
s, the new when Alice, sitting supported by ber father's arms, witb be]

trembliug baud fuudly clasped in that ai ber beloved graud<,ligbî [rom mother, who seemed ta ber as anc resbored from the dead,
itive ray ai could listen attentivcly ta ber fatber wbile be recounte
awhicb she ta themn the events ai those past ycars, wbicb she bad 50
nd, like tbe longed ta know and se vainly conjectured.
ing directly Hie described ber mather ta ber as she was wben tbClf.

Idarms ta first met-ber beauty, ber puiy, ber laveliness ; af bis deeP,.
.o bis. and admiration ai ber; ai the love she iuspired in bim fram the"
i mercy1 first, and wbich be flattered bimseli she soon learned tO,,,

cet lave ai recipracate ; and ai bis full and fixed determination ta Wi01f
for mercy ber for bis wiie.
rupon us- Then be told ber ai the obstacles whicb bis fsbber's mO

mcrccnary views for the greater aggraudizement af him, 8
ýe sank ex- bis ouly son, bad tbrown in bis way ; aud that the marri5-A.
goveruar'a whicb bis lather bad ta set bis, heart upon would bavena
of the fair, bis lufe wretched.
,ilderment, lHe explaiued to ber that bis fatber's disease, wbicb h
'erful baud, softening ai the brain, bad been pronaunced incurable, 13
beneath the that wbile be might ive for years, any opposition would b

sure ta aggravate it ; and tbat bis medical attendants hg,
wbich tbat plainly sbated bo bim that ta cross bis wisbes upon any pai:94
, the com- upon which tbey were strongly fixed wauld increase tW

goveruor, difficutly under wbicb be Iaboured-would certainly 1
ta the side dangerous, and migbt prove fatal.
'es into the Wbat, then, couldbe do? There was nabopeoaifavoll.f

eyes and able changç- in the future, and the postponement aifI
or moviug marriage migbt be prolouged for years. Un'Ier thes i

then sud- cumstances he had persuaded Alice ta consen tet a privat'
.îy, he bent marriage; but this, thaugb necessarily kept tram the knoa#,
mpbell 1- ledge ai bis fatber, bad been duly salemuized by bis oW0

clergymen, in the presence ai bis twa unches (wbQ fully ap-'
losed ; and praved of it), and two or bbree other material wituesses.
y preceded He told ber ai bis distress wben bis fatber concluded t0
so soan ta go abroad for change ai climabe, and strenuously demanded",
neot speak, be should accampany bim, whicb be could not evade witb*ý.
colour tbat out declaring thbfc ofa bis marriage, whicb be dared Rt
of bim. venture ta do.
breatbless He told ber ai bis deep grief and despair wheu ini a fore'

e you-by land be received tbc terrible tidings ai bis young wiie's sud'
den dcatb ; ai bis beart-feit craviug ta know mare ; ai t

-re was the rnany letters wbicb be bsd addressed ta Mrs. Campbcl
ut revenge imploring ber ta give bim bbc- most minute details o ai al thS
t ai Aice, rclated ta bis wiie's sickncss and death, but wbich had bec'
-fia iriend, ail unanswered.
couquered That when, by reason ai bis fabher's deatb, he bad at lI90eitb an evi- been free to reburn, be bad bastened at once ta Scotiand t
1, my lord!1 sec ber, but only ta fin&dall bis' letters still lyiug uncal~

for at the past affice, and ta learu that Mrs. Campbell, gft02
gfrom bis tbc deatb af iber daugbtcr, bad sold out ail ber possessi
hand upon and departed, and fia anc could tell bim where sie hadr

jmoved ta. And be bad auly the melancboly satisfaction
;ad bistory, having tbc beloved remains af bis wife removed fram

I abem umblcst rcsting-place ta bbc burial place ai bis family,-7
my sainted a suibable monument erected ta ber memory as bis wiic.
et ; I wiîî That ater tbc performance ai this sacred duty be
sk you, by prasecuted bis searcb for Mrs. Campbell in every dircbiO~
executive hoping only ta learn from ber sometbing ai bis wifc's

hus;btin vainunutil in a remote ragion aithe- 14


