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pulpit esqpcci.tlly to the yoturig. A %vise in-i
ister xvili cive a corner ta the chljdren ilu lus
sérmolis. lic will sualt low iiiordcr to strike

ail îk harer lie ivili tint bc satiqtied unlcss
lie lias spokcn sume word thant wiiI strike
>'oumgcarm. Suiclu istlie tendmucy of ur timies.

Put %vith ail tluis a childreins day commnuuds
itîelf tnoaur jtdgiicntt. It is aday on wluîch
it pastorvillbc uxpccd to address iilumiself
specialiy to) the yoting baptiscd menibers of
luis dock. It %vill bc a day for the spcciai
co,îSi'eration of tuie wants of childrcn., It
%Viti emphasizc the importance of thue youlng
as the saplimîgs ini the nursery of the Cbutrcht.
IL wviIl Leach tbicm tluat thicy itre judged tu bc
a vatuable section or the colngrega.tioî. Thom
chlujdrmu %will bc lcd tý1 féel titt tlucy are part
of the couigregation and tluat such provision
beiinmadc for thecn, much is expected frin
thiiet in the future.

\Ve hopte ta sc thue cliildresn's day becomiuîg
soonl an minuit da), witlu our churches in
Caniada. Wluy shotild there bc ant observ ance
ùf this 1,ind ini the United Statcs and not %viti
ourselves? %Vly should the stamd Lh1urcucs
of Scotl.uîd havc such a day anud tlicir repre-
susitatives in Canada bc without it? lit no'
country ini the %vorld wvould it bc more
îluoroughly apprcciatcd than iii ours. Let
our Clitirclius consider the matler. LUt our
General Asseu..bly lcgislatc upoJI it, and wc
'u.aratitce that no day ini our Churclu calen-
dar îîill bc hiailcd with more enthusiasni.

D U I attention lias beeui callcd to a inove-
ment amongst our bretlircn of the

.Mctluodist persuasion in the United States to
have a set of luymns composcd descriptive of
dcnominational distinctions and suited ta
their own particular sect. It puzzles us to
knov hou' a poct wihl mun sncb wvords as
bisbop, or prcsbyter, or baptist, or indepcnd.
ents into decent rhyme. But wc presume
therc is nothung impossible ta the inspira-
tions af poetic gcnius. Wc doubt nat it wuil
bc ratier an amusing resuit if failure do not
overtake the attcmpt.

-Scriosly, this is the hy':n question run
tnad. TLhe muse cannot bc beut in suicli a
direction. The moment the pouts af thue
churches give thiemselvcs up to singing of
thleir sectiortal différences, there is an end, we
conccivc, ta ail truc î,oetry amud ail eumobling
song. No, there is ane theme for the Ch ris-
tian poet, and that is Christ and Hini cruci-
lied. Wc say, perisb ail hymns wherever they
arc ta bu nmade the ineans of preserviuîg and
praising demominational différences. The>'
cani neyer bc otiier thau inilk and wvater pro-
ductions. \Vith suclu theines as the love of
God, the cr*oss and passion af Christ, and thue
duities uvhich Christianls owc to their Lord, ta
anc another and the Cliurch at large, as the
benefits and privilegcs af believers, and thecir
liopes and expectatians that go beyond the
grave, there is a noble field for the creation
of hymns and Spiritual sangs. The attempt
ta get up a denominational hymnolagy would
bu the dcath af Sacred muusic, and of po2tic
'song. _________

IVEAK CH'R CI/ES.

TH jE wakness of maily af ur Chutrclies is
aren thue faili ar the governing pawurs.

J i the pas-tor and thue othcrýofricers of a congre-

gation hold pricstly notionus, if mcii are fcd
uvith the litiqks ni an efrete traditionaiism, in-
stcad ni the pure Word or God, the memnber-
sluip %vill sonsi decrense, anidc heninister bu
luit tu prencu ta cm pty pcwvs. Sacerdotalism
is no in favouir %vitl the peouple of nitr age
andi cuntry. Tlicy want somucthing mual,
enduring and stsyn;anîd that priestiqin
camînot give Ilium. '1\1d if quine or Our qacer-
dritaliqtq stili matnge ta have a hold on the
memilbers of tlicir cousgregaitions. it is becauise
tlucy kiloi 1mw% ta canceal timir priesti)' doc-
trilles and pretellSioflq or the people are
ignorant andin oinlt undcrstand themn. The
fact is that ai avtedl saccrdotaiist drives
away fromn his Churcli ai thuimking and iober-

irided suueîuubers. %Vc ma-.ytlank tlbr,,ricstly
and Ipriest-ridideii part>' that we as a Churcli
are ilualing suchi slow progress. Mai>'y, no0
dloibt, votild soin lis, if thicy could bc assured
tluat they should always have an carnest
iivangclicai clergyman as tlueir pastar.

But tîmere are- nluer qourreqý or wcaknessq in
our coingreg.tinii'. %Vc have ton nuany wcak
Christians, and tlicy conçtitute %vcak Chutrches.
Thiere are tou nait' lionorary inciib-rs., tact
mlan> dcaidlhcadq tn many dcad %weiglits.
The ilembers are idie, uuot workîng anud ca-
operating %vith tiueir zealous minister. Thecy
tlhrowv ail the burden on is5 shunders. No
wçunder that clergymuen thus situatcd %vili
gradualiy become imbuced %vith High Church
vmews and look upon thucmselvcs as priests
acting for the people before the throne af God.
rbc clergy are what the people make thcmi.
If the people ncglcct or refuse ta wvork, thuey
la)' tluercby thue foundation of a solid sacer-
dotalisiiu; for the clergyman uvili feel isolated,
and this isolation tends to produce the forma-
tion of a priesth>' caste..

The Cliurch is uveak wlhcn thec members arc
worldly-minded and liave ilot the spirit of
sacrifice. Sucli members ivili neitluur worl,
ini the Spirituial vineyard, nor contribute of
thueir incans towards the advancunient ai
Churist's cauise. Notliin-g gad, nothingspirýit-
lial, notluing ýrcat can bc doue uithout inak-
ing somne sacrifice. Seif-devotion -for the
good of othe-s is thue spirit ai Churistiauuity,
and wuherc this spirit is wanting, the Cluurch
latîguishles.

\Veli-meaining, ministers are so'metim-es dis-
couraged on account of the smaliness of tlueir
congregation. The Sabbath is oftPn a day
of sadncss, instead of joy ta tbern when thcy
sec so icw in the banse ai prayer, and when
tue>' lucar the fecble responses af thuose uvho
are present. But let thcmr considcr that a
sinall Churcb is flot necessarihy wveak. Christ
anud 1-1is few aposties wcre insignificant ini the
c>'es ai tuc worid, but tluey representcd the
unightiest power ever reveaied. ±Nor is a poor
Chutrclu, af necessity, a feeble Church. Qual-
ity-not quantitv-is the test. Ive must
wcigh, uuot count. A uvdrlclly Cbhurch is wveak
though its meinbcrship be large. A Cluurch
af seven is strong- if fircd 'vith holy zeal.,
WVhat we cali weakness is nat ta bu deplorcd.
An infant is weak, but it lis the capabili tics
ai growth. If it is only licaithful, ivell-ifed
and wehl-cared for, it %vill flot long rçmain
weak. If a Chuurch is really alive in .faith and
wvorks, it li nt lonig remiaiuu small. ini nuni-
bers or memidicaut in condition. Let
the pastai find out wvho are the truc
anîd living members of his cingrcgation.

lie shoxuld consult ivith tluem and set
thuen ta work. 4%nd if every living
incmbcr become a missiouary of gond thimmgs4
the Church i wll %on inicrease in ii bers
and become powerful ini good wvorks.

But hîow shall the pccuniariIy iceble
Ciînrclucs become strong ? We nsuer, firsM,
duc>' shouhd flot bu ambitious anud mun iuta
dubt by building a sanctuary for %viuicli tliey
cannot pay, or by engaging "a great, preaýcher"
whom thîcy cannot support. Tho Church
must not imagine tlîat therc is essential pover
in mure crowds, for fluese atways contaiu
coarse elenients that camutuot bc uîitiimzed ini a
Chiurch. The preacher uvili soon rian oult
duase %whose chuief aim is to "fuhi up the luoise.*"
Scnsationalisni should bc avoided.as demloral-
izing. Entcrtainnîts, threaticuls, grab-
bags, tableaux, suppers, and kimudrcd methods
ofi' drawing in thue people ' are nuisances,
and Icave bcind a bliit anud muildew.

That Chuirch grows strong that fuels its
personal rcspcnsibility before G.od for thc
salvatian af saut-,, and devotes utself to tie
ane abject ai periecting meni in Christ Jestis.
Mcen are siccded who are "living episties " ai
luoncsty, purit>', and Christian consistenc>'.
A missianary spirit is tuueded. Doing for
athers outside its own field, uvill lpl to imn-
vigarate the piety ai a small chturcli, and
invite a blessing ironu God inta its oivn bosoni
larger than it comiccives. Thue subsidizing af
individutal aptitudes is anothuer secret. Evcry
mnan and %voman shuould dio somethmng far the
Lord. The paarest cari do sonicthîng, and
thue niast unlettcred.

But the alI-embracing idea is the baptism
ai the HoIy Spirit. lui this baptismn atone i%
strength routnd. Fiuiamcial problems, and ail
ather difficulties are sol'ed wlien this gift is
accepted. Weakness ini numbers, in dcvoted-
ness, and in influence, uvili disappear wvhen
this Divine Ally is ailotved ta enter a church.
" Ye shahl receive potver aiter that the Holy
Ghost is camte upon yu-Ea.Clhurchinaiw.

UBAIV7NTFORI LA DIES' COLLEGE, DlIVIi
DRY)) DECL4RED.

At the annual meetinug ol the shnreholders of the
lsrantard Ladies' Collcge heli hast Tuesday, the
balance sheet and educational repc'rt for the ycar w*cre
presented by the directors. The state of the finances
must indeed have been highly gratifying to the stock-
ho.ders and ail concersicd, showing as it did that aftcr
laying aside twclvc and a hall per cent. for deprecia-
tion on the furnishing accourut axnounting to the sent
afi ,ooo, asid rctnining a balance of $615, in the hands
of the trcasurer, the directors wec able in addition, tu
declare a dividend of tivc per cent. un the paid rip
stock The report was unanimously adoptcd, and
cor*dial thanks tcndered the directors for their wisc and
economnical management of the institution during the
ycar. There are fewv institutions of the kind, (if in-
decd auiy ont), that can show such a favourable ex-
hibil, at such an early stage ini their history, as the
Presbyterian Ladies' College in Br>trtford.

The appoirtments madie by the dircctors for &le
educationil work of the college during the ensuing<
ycar, also met with the :onntous aboroz'at of t.'e
shardldgers, as indicating a detcrmination on the parz
or tht Board to secuu-e teachers in every departrnent
thoroughly equipped for their work. Tht new Princi-
pal, Mir. M1c!ptyre, has arrived,.and entered upon thie
charge of tht institut-on. Under huis %vise direction
assisted as in tht past by Dr. Cochrane, tht directors
are confident tliey will more than satisiy the expecta-
tians of parents and guardlians, who send pupils ta
the College. _________

A ciuiacsi that docs the Lords business on bminc5s prnci-
pies rnay satcuy trust (iod-and no other.-xamiiier nda
Ch file.


