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MAR. ED)IToi-a the September number cf the
"Hoiletlc Monthiy' the readers were treated tu a

sermon on IlSwearlog and Cursing," by Charles H.
Hail, D.D., Holy Trinisy Episdopnil Churcb, Br:ooklyn,
which Weil deserves saine publie cinsideratiaa. Speak-
lag of curslng ho says :-Il 1 amn sarry ta find a stilk-
lng example of what 1 inuan lu the Putois of David,
but the 109h4 cf the Psalter certainly leaves cammen
mlnds (ar in the rcar in concentrated rage. There are
some toet la the Cburch, even in ibis laîio diy, whe try
ta find ln [t a sublimer Inspiration, and witle they
abjure If far their privaie uses, du nat incline ta yield
[t as other tban very boly ln the lips af the original
speaker. WVc leave if ln common wlth the infirnilties
of pâtriarchs, and the usages of the lin. elies ln the
matters af divorce, as things whlch Gad winked at
becauseoaithclr ignarance." This fi but one Instance
of le sballow and profane Amminlanîsia, whIch is stalk-
iag abroad tbreughout the land. Suc)'teachlng can
caly bc classcd with the muliforni attacks muade upan
the Scriptures, and iflistened ta wauid surely under-
rmine the falîhoi btievers.

is:. Dr. Hall nientioned divorce as oneaci the usages
ta lit piaced sida by side with Davld's cursings. 1
supose palygamy would be one of thre infirnies of
the patnarcirs tu bc placed in the saine list. .Al1 wiii
acknowledge that, la smre (orais or other, the impre-
cations heaped upon the wiccd are very numeraus ln
the Psalms, wiii Dr. Hall pluise paint us ta ane passage
tn ail the Psaiais wherc divotce or polygamy are recag-
nized la the utteranccs, of the lasplred Psalmist?
Suc)' amission aoat inust thraw an air af daubt, ta
aay refiecting mind, upon thre unwarranted hypothesis.
That divorce ana polygamny were infirmities af aid, ne
ont wiUl dnubt, and we are Weil pieased that tht iaspired
historians bave given us a meu and faithiol accaunt et
the lives ai the patnarcbs-aat only their virtues, but
alse their lafirtnities and sins aad the way ln which
thosa sias were puaished. David's pal> gamy for
Instance was tht bâtie ci bis life, and at thetrout
ai the sins ind sarrows ai bis family. Blut the
Psalms are not an inspircd h1storical na=ative,
they are the outpaurlngs ai the representative ai
David's greater Sin, and as suc)' they stand or
fait tagether; and if these toweriag niauntains af
imprecation and revenge tawards the utterly impeni.
tent (al], r. .aeir averthraw they miust inevitably Iay
the whole iabric ai Revelatian in ruins.

2cd. Tht. practice af divorce aniangst the Jews
,Vas reierred t'n by Christ, but only ta bc condemned
by hlm, but bey dees it happen that ln the New Testa.
nment the demnciations oi the 0Qd Testamnta are
quoted with approval and as beîog a supremne authar.
ity? Take for example Rom. xi. 7-11, especially :
IlLe6 thaîr table beconie a saare, and a trapI' etc., etc.
Paul sies the sainie candemnatian af tiardened sinners
ln bis day, as David saw by revelatian la bis time.
Natice again wit)' whgt a mounded heart Paul in Acts
xxviii. addressed the unbeileving Jews ln Rame, quot-
log the terrible wards ai Isalah in their lieaxing. No
Christian' ta-day wants these fearful utterances for any
personal use, but they do beli hlm ta uaderstaad the
state of the -vend as it iras, and stillis l; and witbout
the l:ghtef which the recognition of thesetrutbs afford,
it is impossible ta understand the ways af the Lard
and the rnethad af His governient, or tu enter Inta
bamrat with His vill and warkings.

3 rd. It is spiritual bliadness in part at least, when
gond men teU or refuse te recognize by the Iight af
Scripture a hardeaed irapeaitent race always prieseat
and always appased ta the truti). The race begins
with Cain wha was "Ilo that wicked anc. (i John iii.
12) They spread out tata the uagodly voild whe
were drawned, and for virose judgmient accardlng ta
Jude, God sent ten thousand of lis saints. Pharea)'
appears as a notable exampte, and tht Caaaanitcs and
other natioans virose cup ai iniquity was fulil. Who
again but sucir are these meca ai eliai contiaually
crapping eut in the hisîary cf limrac always coacocting
or enactîng sorte fies)' villany ? The.r character and
doom are wan deziully portnayed ln the Psalaas, and
we bave here delineated the score wit)' whicb they
wu bc treated by aUl the saints, when they stand re-
ve*ld before thtm la judgznent. Isalah and the
ptaphets ruade (rtquent mention of thome hosîébearts
wecthardened, and whosc eyes wreclosed, etc. Ac.

cor ding te CiIat, judas wasa devii, and ho dts1gnates
certain Jews witi vere ai titeir fatbcr the dcvii. (John
viii. «,) Pauli dlsraovered a chiidaof tbe devl. (Acta %lit.
ie.) In fact the tares which are the childnmn of the
wicked one are over ln the ild. <Mlatt. xiii 38) There
la a race ail tbrough tira episties anrd ln Rcv. xli. 15,
vite are Ilwlîhaut," trot ln the Curch r the beavcaly
Je:usalem, "Idegs, sarcerens, vharenngers, atrd mur-
dermr," etc. Buta la a short article one cannai hoe
to, natice ail the references ta a trait) whicb lu sa
thoraugirly lmbcdded la the virale Scriptures. Such
l3 the actual state af the case accardlng ta Gud's Word,
and we may or tnay nat enquiro Into the causes At weîk
behlad tht tacts. Thete i ne daubt but ail suCh
hardened siuners wii b brelld respansible fon their owa
wretched state af guilt and unbcllei. Tirai the blond
et Christ la sufficient for thoir sin, ne ane daubits;
but that Christ aven Inteaded ta, makle ihte monu-
ments of I-is mercy, ne oae wil allow. Thcy are iai
aaiy talcrated but treated wît)' infinite comipassion ail
thelr days bath by Christ and Hlm peaple

41)'. WVc are to, understand tirail the applances
ai the Gospel wili neyer reach or save ibis wicked
secd, whom as jet we know nat The Gospel la ta bc
slacereiy aud urgeatly offered theai, evtn as ta litiers,
but recagniziag their presence la tht worid, the saluts
wha are the bearers of Divine mercy in, rat, sanction
and consent te the penalties ai civil gaveraiment. This
vlew gites the anly scriptural and stable (oundation
for civil goverrment. Tht Arrainian wha btileves ail
men te besalvableby tire appiances hie passesses shauld
in ait cansistency use unly nierai ciants. Tht arin of
tht civil lair represtonts Ged's justice directed net
against the t wng saints, but argaînst tht hardened
criîminal, ta restrain hlmn or te cut hlm off If necessary
tram tht lace ai the cari)'. Parai says "lHt 15 thetamin-
aster of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon hlm
that duei)' vIi. Suc)' la the civil inagîstrate and iris
iruction, and therela we stili have an exiblition oi
David's spirit in bis imprecatory Psalras. David was
head bath ai Church anrd State, anrd se, cauld slng bath'
et niercy and judganent. These fsanctions are noir
divided, and white It Is left for the. Church ta prociaimit
mercy, [t is equilly the place ai the State ta praclalm
judgment.

5îh. It Is nothlng new far Presbyterians ta be taid
that the Psalms ai David are Messianic, and il saine
ai these P-salms enabie us te ste the Judge upon Hi
thrane, and ta undenstand tht prîvileges ai His j4dg.
ment even as carried out in tii 111e, sherald we mlot
greatiy rejoice la the messages ho bas given.

Bristo, 2ue. .M. H. S.

TB£ .ELDERSBIIP.

M. EDiiToR,-In thre article Whlch appeared la
your columas iately reviewiug Principal NMacV&car's
apening lecture ln the Montreal Cailege, there occurs
tht following remark :-"« What we need is an efficient
body ai rullng eiders ; and il we cannet get me~n cani-
petent ta riait, bey an weget ratn caipeteni te bath
ruit and teac)'?" If tht writer macans exactly virat
ire sal s, then be artaigus, at leasît by impication, thre
virole bady ai ruing eiders ta aur Church on the ground
of iacompettncy and iaefficiency. Surely ibis is a.
very boid and sweepiag charge. Ev'cn il we suppose
hlm te ho speaking aniy in general terras bis language,
îhaugh net tirat ai direct assertion, 'à. quite unjustifi-
able and insuiting tu those of whom bch tinats. Tbat
in a body ai church eficers numbering se raany hua.
dreds a cansiderable nuniber shauld be found vire are
incorapetent and inefficient is perhaps not wonderfM.
Are thene ne Incompeteat and intfficient ralâlaters in
the Ctiurch? And yet vira would bring a raillng
accusation against tht virole ministry as a body?
It may safeiy ho affirmtd that, after ail necessary
deductians are made, tht eiders of aur C)'urch are a
bodyof ratn of whoespiuitual, moral, and intellectual,
attainnients we havc no just rigiri ta be ashanred.

Were saine ai tht sister chrarcires ln possession ai
sucb an ageacy, we a fancy that, lnstead of bedging
tirer arouad wit.h ecclesiastical 'limitations, ihey wauld
eagerly engage theni inthe service ai tht churcir, bath
la working and speak.!ng for the Master. Ta stigma-
tize the eiders as beîag geaerally inconipetent and lm-
afficiena, i.san unwlse and unworthy reflection out anly
on tht eiders, but aise, on tht menbcrsirip ci thc charch
by whom they vert cariullY and deliberately chasea
for thase very quallîles af viricir they Arecherie alieged
te be destitute. Semni f aurmnisters, and tiosentot
the leasi ablo and sracccssful ln theirzacred cailng, do

ut rfîinrd the gmet diffcuiîy cf IlPresbyter I lni gcttIng
ibeir eiders ta detheir "legitimate vadc." lapolin n
lact, [t wiii usraally ho faund tirai vien a inlmister puis
hiniself lato tigbt relations wît)' tht eiders, and (ait)'-
(ully endeavoura ta engage theru lu uselui service, bis
dilikulîles viii found toa nîs). luia isasaine-
fimes tht case, ho pursues a differeni courte, anrd eitrr
practlcally Ignares or antggonires sircir, la i any Won-
der il bc finds hiaiseli isolated and ln difhlculiles?
"ButsIl says Il Presiryter,"" Il stcad of delrsg their legicl-
matal wask, they are ex)'orted tu preacir." No one, I
presumne, contenda for tire position tbat ail uur tuinsg
eiders aireuid preacir, net evea that thcy are all, or a
majeriîy ai theincampeicattadoso. Maaylhevr,
do cantend againsi tira unscripttural assumrptien that
they may neyer, under any circumstances, peitarm the
aifficu af a public teacher la tht Cburc)'; an assumnp-
toan at variance net only wît)' Scilprare but %Ith at
beast the occasianal pract1ce ai aur avu Churcb.
Leavlng tht charge af lncampetency and iatficenc>.,
anrd tire lcar of encreacbment in tht malttr ai prcach-
log, iei me advert for a moment ta tht neglect and un.
wiliiogness ai eiders ta periarin their "llegilmate
we?,k." Aid liere il niay ire ireeiy and negttiully Adt.
muîtcd, and by morte more se than by eiders tirenselves,
tire Is fou ranch graund for complaini. Waubd that
itwert otterwise. Net aitht lmebewever, siould
test at the lioor ai the eiders)' p. Muc)' ai i Is owlag
ta, the peîpiexing uncentainty and contradiction cf the
Cirurch's teacirlng as ta tht position and pnîvileges ai
tht eiders, and tht duthes expected ai then. Sanie
authoiies tell us tiat teachirg and nuling eiders arm
bath presiryters, having difftrent duties but tht saine
office. Othena deny this and assent tirat there ha oaly
ont class ai eiders, that ef the teaching eiders er
ministens, nelegating thetrulicif eiders te tht position
of ment lay delegates ia the Cirurcir courts, and af aua
lIneriar eider even la their cvii departratat. Soverai
years ago, tire question vas ralsedl ln your celumns.ý
IlWhat is tire elder's position ln tire Churcir1 I le a
spiritual office beaier, or anly a iay repi esentative V"
Sureiy fi would tend greatly lu the Church's interests
and advancement te have ihis vexed question mare
cleaniy and more deiitely answened. Hitherta ve
have had onby confiictiag opinions, or tiarid evasiens
ai tht diffi.uilts caanected wit)' tht subjtct. But it
is a question wblch viii have te bic faitily met and no-
dcrsîood la sanie way or ather la tire near future. It
is one which iras obtaiac-ci a goed dirai af attention
Iaîely ln aîirtr branches ai tht Preshytenlan Churcb,
and was thougbî mal unwanthy a place la tht debîber.
ations of tht Generai Cauncil ta iSSo. Vsraax

CON VER71£,D PRl8SZ'S HOMfE.

MR. EDiroRi-Please accept tht assurance ai mny
gratitude for the Insertion ai my secarrîatioa la tht
columas ai your interesting journal, and allow me ta
address a lew varda te your readens on the Converted
Priest's Home inaragurated by Mr. Chlnlquy hreme As
it Is niy prlvilege ta bave been an tomate for more
than tiret meonthts ai that inrstitution 1 thiak fi kt niy
disty ta say a word ConCernia1g IL.

Whe Is se biind ta. dasr, as te ignore the superhuman,
and alas tone successful efforts ai Renie tu repair in
Eagland nd tire United States tht lasses sire bas suf-
fered la France and Italy? Sre bas mare than
daubled bier nuraber- and influence la Great Bnitain
and la ibis Rtpublic tirese Jasi thirty years. Ber
progress is se rapid, tirai sire boasts sire ivill nuit it
veny seono. HMe are tht words ai ane af ber most
remarkabie pniests, Father Hecicer, bimself a perveht
tram, Proestantlsma :Il Iftht Catholic Chune)' shall
increase for tire nexi thirty years, C.S itlm fe (r the
thirîy years past, la i900 Rame vil! have a mnajonlty
and ho bouad te take Ibis ceunry. and keep it.
Thiretl, ect long, tuobe a State reigion la this couantry,
sand tirai Staie reigion la ta ire Roman Cathaie.
Ta ibis propiresy vhlch cames; [roa Rom, tht pre.
sent Archblshap ai St. Louis adds : Il Il Catholcs eve
gain an Immense majorlty ln ibis ceunIr>. religious
ineedomis ai an ead. Seaur encates say;so0 ebie.

ht la tien evident tirai tite Is a dark cloud onth
horizon for uis Amenican Continenat. temarttears,
blond. rad -desolation, for there la a civil wari1a tt
clorad. Tire Protestants, thaugh la tht rainenity, vii
net sec tir dearly beught itire tîtrarapbed nden
tire foot of thre Pope vithout a desperate sttuggle.
But therc Is a ver>. easy and Esitmplt way ta pravent
thatitor. Iti: wconycnitre Roman CheUcsand
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