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CALVINISM TO THE RESCUE,

MR, EDITOR,~In the September number of the
‘ Homiletic Monthly,” the readers were treated to a
sermon on ¥ Swearlog and Cursing,” by Charles H.
Hall, D.D., Holy Trinity Episéopal Church, Brooklyn,
which well desetves some public consideration, Speak-
ing of cursing he says :—"1 am sorry to find a suik-
ing example of what I incan {n the Psalms of David,
but the 109.h of the Psalter certainly leaves common
minds far inthe rear in concentrated rage. Thereare
some Jelt in the Church, even in this lata day, who try
tofind in it a sublimer Inspiration, and while they
abjure It for their privats uses, do not incline to yield
it as other than very holy in the lips of the original
speaker. We leave it In common with the infirmities
of patriarchs, and the usages of the Ismaelites in the
matters of divorce, as things which God winked at
because of theirignorance.” This Is but one instance
oftteshallow and profane Arminianism, whichisstalk-
ing abroad throughout the land. Such teaching can
only be classed with the multiform attacks made upon
the Scriptures, and if listened to would surely under-
mine the faithof believers.

1si,. Dr. Hall mentioned divorce asonc of the usages
to be placed side by side with David’s cursings. 1
suppoase polygamy would be one of the infirmsties of
the patnarchs tobe placed in the same list, A}l will
acknowliedge that, in some forms or other, the impre-
cations heaped upon the wicked ate very numerousin
the Psalms, will Dr, Hall please point us to one passage
in all the Psalms where divorce or polygamy are recog-
nized In the utterances of the inspired Psalmist?
Such omission alons must throw an air of doubt, to
any reflecting mind, upon the unwarranted hypothesis,
‘That divorce and polygamy were infirmities of old, no
one will doubt, and we ate well pleased that the inspired
historians have given us a 1~ue and faithful account ot
the lives of the patnarchs—not only their virtues, but
also their Infirmities and sins and the way in which
those sins were punished. David’s polygamy for
instance was the bane of his life, and at the root
of the sins and sorrows of his family. But the
Psalms are not an inspired historical narrative,
they are the outpourings of the representaiive of
David's greater Son, and as such they stand or
fall together; and if these towering mountains of
imprecation and revenge towards the utterly impeni-
tent fall, in. icir overthrow they must inevitably lay
the whole fabric of Revelation in ruins,

2cd. The practice of divorce amongst the Jews
was referred tn by Christ, but only to be cendemned
by him, but how does it happen that in ths New Testa-
ment the denunciations of the O'd Testament are
quoted with approval and as beiog a supreme author.
jty? Take for exxmple Rom. xi. 7.11, especially :
¢ Lat their table become a snare, and a trap,” etc., ete.
Paul sees the same condemnation of bardened sinners
in his day, as David saw by revelation in hus time.
Notice again with what a2 wounded heart Paul i Acts
xxvili, addressed the unbelieving Jews in Rome, quot-
ing the terrible words of Isalah in their hearing. No
Christian to-day wants these fearful utterances forany
persanzi use, but they do help him to understand the
state of the world as it was,and still is ; and withont
the lightof which the recognition of these truths afford,
it is impossible to understand the ways of the Lard
and the method of His government, or to erterinto
hzrmor+ with His will and workings,

3rd. It is spiritual blindness in part at least, when
good men fail or refuse to recognize by the light of
Scripture a hardened impenitent race always present
and always opposed to the truth. The race begins
with Cain who was * of that wicked one.® (1 John iii
12) They spread out into the ungoedly world who
were drowned, and {or whose judgraent according to
Jude, God sent ten thousand of his saints, Pharoah
appears as 2 notable example, and the Canaanitesand
other nations whose cup of iniquity was full. Who
again but such are these men of Belial continually
cropping out in the history of Israslalways concacting
or enacting some fresh villany ?  The:r character and
doom are wonderfully postsayed in the Psalms, and
e have here delineated the scorn with which they
will be treated by all the saints, when they stand re-
vealed hefore them in judgment. Isaiah and the
prophets made{requeat mention of thosa whose bearts
were hardened, and whose eyes were closed, etc.  Ac-

certain Jews who were of their father tha devil, (John
viil. 44.) Paul disrovered a child oftbe devil, (Acts xlil,
10.) Infact thetares which are the children of the
wicked oneare ever Inthe field, (Matt, xiil. 38) There
is a race all through the epistles and in Rev. xxil. 18,
who are ¢ without,” vot in the Church orthe heavenly
Jowusalem, “dogs, sorcerers, whoremongers, and mur-
desers," etc,  Dut in a short article one cannot hope
to notice all the references to a truth which Is so
thoroughly imbedded in the whole Scriptures. Such
is the actual state of the case according to God's Word,
and we may or may not enquite into the causes at work
bebind the facts, Theie is no doubt but all such
hardened sinners will be beld responsible for thelr own
wietched state of guilt and unbelief. That the blood
of Christ Is sufficient for their sin, no one doubts ;
but that Christ even Intended to make these monu-
ments of His mercy, no one will allow, They are not
only tolerated but treated with infinite compassion all
their days both by Christ and His peopls

4th. We are to understand that all the appliances
of the Gospetl will never reach or save this wicked
sccd, whom as yet we know not.  The Gospel Is to be
sincerely and urgently offered them, even as to others,
but recognizing their presence in the world, the saints
who are the bearers of Divine mercy to men, sanction
and consent to the penalties of civil government. This
view gives the only scriptural and stable foundation
for civil government, The Arminian who believes all
men to besalvablebythe appliances he possesses should
in all consistency use unly moral efforts, The arm of
the civil law represents God's justice directed not
against the erring saints, but against the bardened
criminal, to restrain him or to cut him off if necessary
from the face of the earth, Paul says * He isthe min-
ister of Gad, a revenger to execute wrath upon him
that doethevil” Suchis the clvil magistrate and his
function, and therein we still have an exhibition ot
David's spirit in his imprecatory Psalms. David was
kead both of Churchand State, and so could sing bothr
of mercy and judgment, These functions are now
divided, and while itis left for the Church to proclaim
mercy, it is equally the place of the State to proclaim
judgment,

sth, It is nothiog new for Presbyterians to betold
that the Psalms of David are Messianic, and if some
of these Psalms enable us to see the Judge upon His
throne, and to understand the privileges of His judg-
ment even as carried out in this life, should we not
greatly rejoice in the messages he has given.

Bristol, Que. .M.H.S,

THE ELDERSHIP.

MR. EDITOR,—In the article which appeared in
your columas lately reviewing Princlpal MacVicar’s
opening lecture in the Montreal College, there occurs
the following remark :—* \What we needis an efficient
body of ruling elders ; and if we cannot get men com-
petent to rule, how can weget men competent to both
rule and teach?” If the writer means exactly what
ke says, then he arraigas, at least by implication, the
whole body ol ruling elders 1n our Church on the ground
of incompetency and inefficiency. Surely this is a.
very boid and sweeping charge. Even if we suppose
him to be speaking only in general terms his language,
though not that of direct assertion, s quite unjustifi-
able and insulting to those of whom he treats, That
in a body of church officers numbering so many hun-
dreds a considerable number should be found who are
incompetent 2nd ineffizient is perhaps not wonderful.
Are there no incompetent and inefficient ministers in
the Church? And yet who would bring a railing
accusation against the whole ministry 2s a bhody?
It may safely be affirmed that, after all necessary
deductions are made, the elders of our Church are a
body of men of whose spiritual, moral, and intellectual
attainments we havg no just right to be ashamed.

Were soine of the sister churches in possession of
such an agency, we can fancy that, instead of hedging
them around with ecclasiastical limitations, they would
eagerly engage them in the service of the church, both
in working and speaking for the Master. To stigma.
tize the elders as being generally incompetent and in-
efficien?, is an unwise and unworthy reflection not only
ot theelders, butalso on the membership of the church
by whom they were carefully and deliberately chosen
for those very qualities of which they are here alleged
to be destitute. Seme of cur mibisters, and those not

the least able and successful in theirzacred calling, do

toiding to Chiist, Judas wasa devi), aad he designates I ot find the great difficulty of * Presbyter® In getting

thelr elders to do their “legitimate work” Inpointet
fact, it will usually be found that when a minister puts
himself into 1ight relations with tha elders, and falth-
fully endeavours to engage them in uselul service, bis
difficulties will be found to vanisk, But if,as is some-
times the case, hopussues a different courze, and elther
practically Ignores or antagonizes them, Isit any won.
der if he finds himself isolated and in difficuliles?
“Bur,” says ** Presbyter,” * instead of doing their legtii-
mate work, they are exhorted to preach,” No one, [
ptesume, contends for the position that all our ruling
elders should preach, not even that theyareall, or a
majority of them competenttodoso. Many, however,
do contend agalnst the unscriptural assumption that
they may never, under any circumstances, perform the
oifice of a public teacher in the Church ; an assump-
tion at varlance not only with Scripture but with at
least the occasiopal practice of our own Church.
Leaving the charge of incompetency and insfliciency,
and the fear of cncroachment in the matter of preach-
ing, let me advert for a moment to the neglect and un.
willingness of elders to perform their *legitimate
work.” Andbere it may be freely and regretfully ad-
mitted, and by none mote so than by elders themselves,
there is too much ground for complaint. Would that
it werc otherwise, Not all the blame, bowever, should
rest at the door of the eldership. Much of itis owing
to the perplexing uncertainty and contradiction of the
Church’s teaching as to the position and privileges of
the elders, and the duties expected of them. Some
authorities tell us that teachirg and zuling elders are
both presbyters, having different duties but the same
office. Others deny this and assest that there is only
one class of eclders, that of the teaching elders er
ministers, relegating the ruling elders to the position
ol mere lay delegates in the Church courts, and of an
inferior order even in their own department, Several
years ago, the question was raised in your columns :—
“ What is the elder’s position in the Church! Ishea
spiritual office beater, or only a lay repi esentative 2"
Surely it would tend greatly to the Church’s interests
and advancement to bave this vexed question more
clearly and more definitely answered. Hitherto we
have had only conflicting opiniops, or timid evasions
of the diffi.ultles connected with the subject. But it
is a question which will have to be fairly met and un-
derstood in some way or other in the near future, It
isone which has obtaincd a good deal of atiention
lately in other branchesof the Presbyterian Churchb,
and was thought not unworthy a place in thedeliber.
ations of the General Council in 1880, VINDEX.

CONVERTED PRIEST'S HOME.

MR. EDITOR,~Please accept the assurance of my
gratitude for the insertion of my secantation in the
columns of your interesting journal, and allow me to
address atew words to yourseadersonthe Converted
Priest's Home inaugurated by Mr, Chiniquy here. As
it is my privilege to have been an inmate for more
than three months of that institution I think it iz my
duty to say a word concerning it.

Who is so blind to-day, as to ignore the superhvman,
and alas too successful efforts of Reme to repair in
England and the United States the losses she has suf-
fered in France and Italy? She has more than
doubled her nuwbers and influence in Great Britain
and in this Republic these last thirty years, Her
progressis so rapid, that she boasts she will rule it
very soon, Here are the words of one of her most
remarkable priests, Father Hecker, bimself a pervert
from Protestantism : * If the Catholic Church shall
increase for the next thirty years, &s it has for the
thitty years past, in 1900 Rome will have a majority
and be hound to take this country znd keep it.
There is, ere long, to be a State religion in this country,
and that State religion is to be Roman Catholic?
To this prophesy which comes from Rome, the pre-
scnt Archbishop of St, Louisadds : ¢ If Catholics ever
gain an immense majority in this country, religious
freedom is at an end.,  Soour encinies say ; so we be-
lieve

1t is then evident that there is a dark cloud on the
horizon for this American Continent. There ase tears,
blood, and desolation, for there is a civil warin that
cloud. The Protestants, thougk in the minority, will
not see their dearly bought liberties trampled uwnder
the foot of the Pope without a desperate struggle.
But there is a very easy and {simple way to prevent
that storm, It is toconvest the Roman Cathelics, and




