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THx religieus tienorinatioim et Canada sholti be
grateful te the P'ress for the manner in which the pro-
cedings of their supreme courts are reporteti. I)uring
the recent meeting af tht General Assembly ef the
l'resbyteriaa Cburch of the t.n iti States, a lcadiag
New York journal gave seven lines to tht Assembly
anti wo colummJto aprize fighi. Tht lcading tournais
of Canada weuld pnobably give tht marne amount ef
space to ibe prize ight, but ihey would put a gooti
report et the Asscrnbly baside it as a sort of antidote
îe the poison. At the present lime, a goati Methotiisî
who reatis the reports et the Conference ai Hamilton
may know quite as much about tht business as those
who are prusent--perhaps more. Mlinisters and ailers
emba reati a gooti report of our General Assernbly
proceedingsinl the quiet cf their 11-imes alte bave a
butter idma et what was tie than sanie wbo wrere eut
and in tiuring the meeting. Church-goiag people
tioc't know bow mauch they owe the Press for intorns-
ing tht people aibout our Church work.

A SIIORT tinte ago a New jersey minuster gave up
vinai vas saidti 1 be a flourishiag congregation, anti
d¶aottd hiniseif te tht mi.sses la New York. Tht
numerous is embo pins for a ibrusi ai tht "'regular
clergy Il raisut a goati-sizeti cacklt aver such allegeti
tievotian. Nol that they cared anything for the
masses, but because they wisheti te, bave a fling ai
ministers. Itlit, salid that the gentleman in question
is nov considerng a caîl, ard is lilcely te go back te
regular work 'Twas ever thus. Wbtn aay kiad cf
clenical Ilcrank"I gees off at a tangent. there is a class
ln the community whe alvays try te manufacture a
littie capital against Une mglar minisitr, oui cf bis
escx.riadms Lut seme iUl-balanceti, wtak-mindtd,
notoriety-loviiîg creature anneunce that in future be
donm ot ntan te take any stipenti, but is geing te
"ltrust te the Lord,» anti fortbvith an avalanche ef
abuse wiUl bu ht.-led againsi every minister ia tht
aeighbeurhoeti by mcn mos t born tion'î belitve ia
rreachlng ai all, or in tht Lord cubher. It neYer
occurs te tbese ,tople that the average lite et a
Ilcrack Il bot a tev- wetks, anti that he alweys stops
atarly as seen as tht stipenti.

RFFFRRtING te IL.- number cf vr.cancics la the Pres-
byterian Church, a .9t. John centempotary says :

"lThere are now vacant St. Aridrew's Church, Ottawa;
St. Andrew's, St.john's, and St. >avid's Churches tri St.
John, N.B.; M. Andrew's Cht'*ch in a lifax; st. ,a.-l*s
andi St. Joseph'e Churches in liontreal-all IcadirR churches
ia their respeCti%., localities--anti we don't knew how many
more. Andi JI find thus fat 'he greatest difficulty in getting
new pasions Is the standard of excellence which the
vacant congregations have set up <tuite toc high? Or isthe
Presbytettan i.uipit degentratig? Or are there interna.
ditllcultiesi lateechurchts whichiprevent thesir «i on
a an?"

The Presbytenian ti'pit is net dceaerating. Tht
average neyer was as high as ai preseat. It dots not
by any means follow Unat beaxise a cengregation is
long vacant is "lstandard et excellence"I is quite to
higin. Wbtn tht Ilcoti man Il vio bas beta settîtti
a! the nd oa f a long vacaflcy appears on tht platform
Or la Une chxxrcb ceurts side by sitie wjth bis brebren,
be genmrally succeetis in proving beyund a doubi minat
bis cor 4rugation vas net guilty cf any sucb offence
as ha ng" tee higb"a standard. Perhapsthe pi*--
pal .eason vby îxamy cengregations are long vacaat
is 1 ecause they banker fer Ilthe distant, Ile unknown,
or the hait knovn.» We venture toi predict that rnost
ofthe above congregations wiUl cail a miaîste- traon
the Ste or tht aid country. We predict .rther
tha when tht great Iltmnknovn I are here a year o,-
tva, thcy can't ho distiaguisheti in point et ability
from scores of omar oma men-unless it ho by baving
leu o et.

ONK of tbe ways ln which soi-calleti evaisgelistms
of a cmrain dlais îry 10 poison tbe minds of tht.
people against the minlstry I. by constantly harping
on the tact that minister., are paiti. Ministerss.hou/d
be paîi. Scrlpture andi common sense say they
shouid4 A so-calie<I *vangelist wbo gives bis seu-
vices for nothing shoulti know what sucb services are
wortb. IPerhaps noth i,. la the correc t figure Blut
#(.these so cailedievangelisti wor k for noîhinr? We
challenge contradiction vrhen we asseri that the "rr
nien who abuse mirnisters for takirig stipends will take
alithemaoney îhey can gui. W. say furtber, thai thcy
altwàys hsi'r done se In Ibis part nf the 9,oîild.
Ftitther, we allege that in matiy instances they have
taken more mnoney in proportion to the. value of the
services rendered than any af the reident minimîets
against wbom tbuy raileti. The only différence ls
this the minister takes bis mi 'nd openly anti abeve-
board, white the so-calleti evangelist iakes his ln the
forn of a present, or in mone sneakitig, underhand
way. Sometinies bu gets a prutty fat ihing on his tirst
visit if hie has disturbeti or broken up a congregation
or two, but on hi% second or third visit the smn gels
beautitually less. We beard of a case rinti ong ago in
whiria a gentleman wbo hat! helpeti v break up a
large congregation 5aw his receipts corne down fromt
htnlreds te the - eens,l and it tiidn'i laate long In
corne down either. He took the small suri, howcver,
as willingly as the lange, andi most IikclI, went somte.
where eise te rail againsi the Ilbireling ciergy !

LITERARY AND THEOLUGICAL TRAIN.
ING.

T HE General Conference cf tht Meibodist Church,
now sitting ia Hamilton, bas many subjects

brought under notice identical witn tbose vhick en-
gage the attention of our General Assembly trom
year -e year. Amnong theSo iS a proposai, in a report
on education, requining aIl candidates for the ministry
t0 obtain a degrec mn arts hefore begianing the siudy
et theology. The animateti and carnest discussion
which the proposai evoketi shows unmnistakably that,
hcwever desirable such a requirement may bel the
Methodist Church III mot prepared ai once ta, adopt it ,
and st may even be questioneti whether, on general
principles, that Church would approve of any such re-
striction. To adopi the proposai would certaialy be
a very wîie departure frram the practice under which,
for the lasi hundreti years, "the people calleti Meiho-
dists"' have L..en i - signally owned of Goti, anti have
grown te, be, in some respects, the foremnosi Protes-
tant densomination in Anglo-Saxondom, if we may b.
allowed the use of that terni. WVe may safcly leave
this matter for settlemsent Io a Church se character.
ized by practical wisdorn; anti the decision they
conte te wiil bu worthy of notice by other Churcbes,
and in particular by the Presbytenian Churches.

Ia otn Cznadian Prebyteria Cburch, as in the
Home Churcht5, it has loag been one avowed objeci
te secure for as many of aur ministers as possible a
thorough uni versity training. For long ini this country
this could net be doc. But now, with the facilities
affordeti by the colleges in H-alfax, Fredericton,
Qýuebec, Meontital, St. Francis, Kingston, Toronto,
Winnipeg, aloà-g with abundant High Scbools, a
degret in arts sems 10 bu within tht reach of candi-
dates for the mirtistry ge. erally. Scholarshipsilaour
colleges, enjoyed by univcrsity students who intend
the ministry, have been established chiefly te securt a
fuîl course for ycuzig men who mîght, witheut that
assistance, have been unable t0 attend the classes ;
anth Ie Church is much indebteti te Rev. Dr. King, of
Torante, and others wbo laboured, s'o earestly ini tbis
cause, as wdll as te the gentlemen anti congrgations
whose liberaly bas provideti the miens. it is to
bu hoped that n-)t less, but more, wilI b-s done in the
future in tbis direction. Andi it is encouraging te note
that every yt;ar an increasingly large Proportion of ail
those wbo begir the study cf thtelogy bave obtaincti
a degre in arts.

At the sanie lime, a pncparaîery course bas heurt
hitherte found te bu almost a necessity la our tineolo-
gical colieges. Queen's Urivtrsity idotes net seera In
regaird it as indispensable ; but in the aiher theolo-
gical colleges the training needeti for students wlo,
when they corne up te study, cannot moatriculate for
universlty classes, bas been provided by tIns.
Again and &gain bas a majority et the Supreme Court
votcd ihat* the prepaetaory dcpartmtnîn sbould be
abolisbed ; -jut t till survives-lt cannot ho veteti

out. For this Ilsurvival et tbe flutest"l ihere must b,,
a reasion ; and In tibm discussion in the Meihodlsi con.
fetcncé miore than one speakcer, oaih cînrical andi ,1y,
telerred tn the resoi. It ls a vxIid, deep-lyîng
ruamati whicb appeals to Christian instinct, anti wht<b
a lilbisig Church, undur the guidance of the ila)7
Spirit, cari neyer ignore. Wernv think tht best way
10 obtann -iiIstev% la te have bnys devoted 1 th
office ini early li:, atnd educateti in schooi and col.
tege with a view te, the waîk; so that about tht âîge
et cighteen or iwenîy they wail bc able 10, enter on
the sîudy of tbeulogy weil equippeti. The Ctch bas
cause to thaak her Hleadi thai many such bave cerne
forwatd, andi tiF at net a few of the leadlng minisitt,
bim th resl.yterian Churches are sens of pious
parents, whr, cauntd il a privîlege to expend nmont,
on cducating their sens for the mninusîry, even wheu
toi de so requireti no little scîf-sacrîfice. This ma,.
in our opinion, bu lte best way rit getig miinisters.
Bui expertence shows tbat ne tbriving Missmetur,
Church- nay, net aven tht wealthy Church of kEngl-ind,
with its rich beneices-can linti a sufficicat numbet et
men for the Lords. work tbus Iully furnîshet. Besides,
Ht whose prerogative itii. te ca/i men te bu teachets
anti ministers in Hi. Cburch, is always calling men of a
very' difTerent starnp. Pour mca, comparatlvcly illite
raie, not yeung, bave beca fireti witb tbm boly ambi.
lion et prcaching the G.ospel. Andi when a Church
bas retuseti e eploy thern, these men have neverîhe.
less insisted upun exercising il sir gifs, and have
dont se with acceptance anti profit te tbe Church of
Goti. Now, when Goti bas calleti such a man -a
Sandy Ilatcrsou, a Mloedy, or some less noted, noir
occ'îpying important places in tht Cý-.irch-what is to
be donc? Shallwe itîsist upon such anont taking a
full High School anti University course, anti refuse~ ta
ordala him uniess he passes an exarninaion in ail the
subjects of an arts curriculum e WVbcre is oui
authority for se doing? Tht Christian people recog-
aize the gifîs ef thc Lord, anti are prepareti Ie cai the
man te the exercise of thons, alhough b. cannot pas
la Mathemnatics, or Latin, or Chernistry, or sante
othur obligatory branch of study. Dare the Presby.
tcry or the Assembly camne betweea andi say, IlThis
man bas tvcry qualification acedeti for tht ministry,
much as piety, prudence, natural gîft5, knowledge ct
bis Biblt, of doctrinal îruth, and af moral philosephy,
but because he wants Latin or Mathematics, andi can-
not gel a degret ina rts, we ,nay not ordana s h lm? of
cours net ; Gotis cati trust bu honoureti, tiegret or no
tiegrte. Se it bucanits the duty et tht Church te taku
such men ef adivancedi age anti mature Chrisian ex.
perience, who possess suitabls gifts, andi give them
just such training as is ntcessary te make itmen ef-
ficient evangelis and pastars. Tht Church cars neyer
allow herseit te bu bounti sei that she must reject or
ktep back unduly sucb men as anc manifesnly cale<l
ef God. Universities wert matie for the Churcb, not
the Church fer univtitits. 1hzi l'ut the Church may
cmr in admitting some wbo arc irnpeffetly preparcd,
but in the long rua the lais will bu less than if she
sheulti unr in castinlg out gooti men for want et a de-
grec ix maybh.by-and-hycthattvery miaister wiIl bu
a Master cf Arts ; tht ativance ia gentral education
may forbiti the success ef any mam without such train-
ing; but the Cburch may net atit te Crist's require-
mients, an insist upon anything that Ht bas toi coin.
maatied. _________

TUE lWAR IN EGYPT.

P RACTICALLY, tht war in Egypt is over. One
1wiscly-planatti anti vigorouý.ly-tougbt-eut batî

bas seideti the wbele thing, andi .,ow thet Britisih are
trasturs et the situation, andi cari dictat ibemr owa
tomns. We are ait once glati anti thankful ibat sucb
is the tact Tht effusion ot blod, bas been steppeti,
and tbere is cvery prospect ot tht conditien of the
people la Egypt being greatly improvuti. No doubit
there are stüi great tiafficulties te be overcomne. The
other Europtan powers, who have looketi on witb ii.
disguîsed jealousy when Eng1tanti bai. t.-n, single-
Inandeti, carrying on the contest witb Arab1 may bu
inclineti In interverte la a very disagretable fashion in
reference te tht final seuîlement of tht imatters onigi-
nally in dispute, anti of tht permanent rulalionship
whicb Britain bas t0 sustain le, the country anti
Gevernment ef Egypi. Tht possible complications
that may in Unis way enserge are almost entiess, andi
to a fertile imagination nuay h. vcry formidable. W.e
ame inclineti, however, 10 hope tht best. It se
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