854

— ~— — - = -

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

{Xovamurn 1ath, §§8o,

our Churchies from the great conumanity to which you
belong.” So reads the addicss, in the very form of
expression revealing the difference which admitiedly,
at present at least, forms the insuperable barrier to
union. The Nonconformists claim to be Churches.
The Arglican calls them religious * bodies* or so.
cieties and nerogates to that * commumty " and ather
prelatic Churchies the title *“ the Church,” denying wt
the same time to Dissenters all pasticipation in the
Church catholic. Timeand the course of cvents may
in the futurc enable the parties to find comnon ground,
but meanwhile we must be satisfied to do the Master's
work separately. ‘There is room for both paities, and
if we could see in Canada any suck kwdly feeling
manifested us shewad ftsef at Leicester we si.nuld te-
joice. Mr. Langstry’s resolution in the Synod of
Montreal, is good as far as it goes. ‘There are men
here in other Churches, who can veciprocate his good
wishes, but no Reformed Churel: can deny its com-
mission or submit to the unscriptural dogma, that
predacy is of apostolic authority and essential to the
Church of God, even for the sake of Christiar .nion,
L.

HYMN TUNES.

MR. EpiTOR,~It will be satisfactory to many of
your readers to know that the Committee appointed
by the General Assembly to select tunes for the new
hymnal, has spent a good deal of time at the work,
and that the selection is now nearly complete. The
alm of the Committee is to produce a first-class book,
which will bear comparison with recently issued
hymnals in varions sections of the Church. Tunes
have been selected from a great variety of soutces,
and a good deat of trouble has been taken to find in
every case a tune or tunes adapted to the sentiment
of the hymn, Several gentlemen of well known musi.
cal knowledge and taste have been consulted, and
their suggestions have bezn fully and thankfully con.
sidered by the Committee. After the selection of
tunes has been completed, some time will be required
for correspondence with the awners of copyright, It
may a'so be necessary to submit a portion of the tunes
to a competent professional man, that the harmonics
may be improved. Congregations may rest assured
that the .Committee are fully alive to the unportance
of having the book issued at the earliest possible
date. D. ]J. MACDONNELL, Convener,

To give aman full knowledge of trie morality I
should need 1o send him to no other book than the
New Testament. — 7okn Locke.

Be indifferent to nothing whech has any relation to
the wellare of men. Be not aftaid of diminishing
your own happiness by secking that of others. De-
vise hiberal things, and let not asvarice stut up your
hand from giving to him thut needeth. Promote the
cause of piety and humanity. drkibald Alexander.

A LITTLE boy, for a trick, pointed with his finger to
the wrony road when a man asked him which way the
doctor went.  As a result the man missed the doctor,
and anacther litle boy died becavse the doctor came
too late to take a fish-bone from his throat. At the
funeral the munister said that * the boy was killed by
a hie which another boy told with his finper.” 1 sup-
pose that the boy did not know the mischief he had
done. Ot course nobody thinks he meant to kill a Int-
tle boy when he pointed the wrong way. He only
wanted to have a little fun, but it was fun that cost
somebody a great deal; and sf he ever heard of the
result of 1t, he must have felt g.ilty of duing a mean
and wicked thing. We ought never to tnfle veith the
truth.—S. S. Visitor.

AX anecdote is related by the *“Secolo” which
proves that not only those who opeuly confess Protes-
tantism, but the priests themselves are liberated from
the old slavery to the Church. A canon was dying,
and had arranged tn leave his property—about twelve
thousand dollars—to his family. The priests insisted
that he should leave it to the Church, and refused to
give him absolution il he did not. He, however, per-
severed, saying that he received it from his family,
and that it belonged to them. At last, tormented by
their importunity, he exciaimed, “ Leave me! 1 will
die ana honest man, and want to see no more of your
cliqgue!” The Archbishoprefused to allow the corpse
to be carried.into the church,and was only persuaded
to do so by the promise that a gift would be made
to it.

24870n AND 2ECPLE.

IN 20k FOURTH WAL OF THE NIGHT,

MattAne xiv, 23, 33,

Lo in the moonless night,

In thie rough wind's depite,
‘They ply the vars

Keen pusts smite in thelt teeth

The hoxtse waves chale beneath
Witk tufiled roar.

Numb fingers, failing force,

Scaice seeve to hold the contse
Han) wen hall.way,

When o'er the tossing tide,

Pallid and heavy.cyed,
Sconls the dim day.

And now in the wan light,

\Walking the watets white,
A shape draws near

Each soul, tn touliled wise,

Statlng whh saarting cyes,
Ciies out for {enr.

Each grasps hus neighbour tight,
In hclcleu huddled fiight
Shaken and swayed,
And lo! the Master nigh
Speaks softly “Stis I;
fie not afraid.”

13'en 50 to ut that stmin

Over life's moaning main
‘Thou drawest near,

And knowing not Thy guise,

We paze wllk troubled eyes,
And cry for fear,

A strange valce whispers low,

* This ﬁvy wmust thou forego,
Thy first and Lest.”

A shiouded phantom stands

Crossing the test:loved hands
For chuichyasd rest.

Then, soft asis the fall
Of that white gleaming pail
By snowflakes made,
Sulling cach startled cry,
‘Thou speakest ** It is 13
Be not afraid.”
—Good WWords,
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RELATIONS OF SCIENCE AND
THEOLUGY.

RRAD PEPORR THE FRUSIITRIIAN ALLIANLE RY PROPF JENKY CALl
DERWOOL, LL D, OF ADINRURUN.

The relations at present subsisting between science
and theology are such as to occasion some degree of
concetn to the Church of Chnst.  I'hey 1aise into
spectal importance the inquiry as to the measures
most appropriate to secure that the Church maintamn
a vital harmeny with the most advanced knowledge
and the lsghest intellectual lfe. It 1s smpossible
within the nccessary hmits to do more than touch
upon successive points; but [ shall on this account
concentrate upon the more important matters in-
valved, being ontent to allow secondary subjects to
drop out of sight.

1. Iln order to consider anght the actual relations
ot scicnce and theology, the first point to be noticed
1S the destinciness of thesr spheres, Science has clearly
defined boundarnies, and s at gieat pains in our day
10 nark these out and proclaim to all concerned what
they are. These boundanes are described not by
actuat hmits reached 10 given sciences, but by methods
employed by all sciences alike, as essennal to the
natwre of science. Svience is concerned exclusively
with observed facts, and it can advance only as ob.
servauon leads or warrants a given fonn of inference.
Science does not, indecdd, profess to advance only
under warrant of a perfect induction; but treating
this as unattainable, asks that such precautions be
taken to secure rigid accuracy of observation that
there can be no misgivings as to the facts. Facts
inust be carefully ascertained, and so also must their
umform re)ations, in order that we may with certainty
speak of accurate classification or competent inference
as to the laws of natuae. External observation is the
instrument ; facts coming within the compass of such
observation afford the materials ; and inference from
these affords the only result which may be described
as scientific induction, or a contribution to the vast
body of scientific truth. The legitimacy of all this will
be universally. allowed.. But the .most important

not cnter upon- this sphete, and.is in .no respect in-
-volved in what is attempted or achieved within it

thing to be remarked 3t present is, that theology dogs.

The sphere lies quite apait from that of theology,
which caunot by any pretext be drawa into a position
of antagonism. ‘Theology has nothing to offer by way
of contribution, and nothing to refuse vut of the Jiost
of conclusions which inay, on adequate sclentific tests,
he accepied by the human Intellig:nce.  There would
be no need for insisting upon this very obvious truth,
werce it not that certain scienific men mre accustomed
to protest against the interference of theology. Their
apprehiension is groundless and their irsitation mis.
placed, for the intetference is a myth. Science hus
nothing to encounter save the tests which its own
methods impose, and these are the ordinary condi.
tions of Intelligence. Natural theology refuses to be
restricted to external obsetvation; but it does mot
suggest doulbt of such obsesvation, or profess to offer
oppositjon to its exercise, Rather, it asks from all the
sciences the materials with which it may itself wotk,
Christian theology founds upon an authoritative reve.
Iation ; but that revelation does not offer any help on
scient = questions—does not profess to be a subsil.
tute lur science. 1t does not forestall inquiry as to
the facts of natute, or the laws by which these are
governed, Jt professes to be a revelation by searche
ing of which the simplest man may learn the highest
wisdom ; but it does not profess to reveal the ele.
ments of geology, Llology, or physics. On the con.
trary, it is quite in accordance with zll its professions
thatinen should have been left waitiog till the nine.
teenth century of the Christian era before thay were
able to reach a truly scientific investigation of the
secrets of nature. This Leing so, there is ample
ground for urging that theology cannot intetfere with
science, and protestations against theologic intesfer-
ence may well take end, as inconsistent with intelli-
gent recognition of the boundaries of the sphere
assigned to theology.

On equally valid grounds it needs to be admittzd
that science cannut interfere with theology ; because
it cannot enter its sphere, and thus can neither bear
testimony nor offer criticism. Science cannot trans-
cend its own boundaries. Unchallengeable within
these, it is powcrless beyond, It cannot, on any
warrant capable of bearing scientific test, maintaip
that there are no facts save those recognized by exter-
nal observation, or that there is no form of truth save
that which explains the phenoimena presented to the
scnses.  Science hias no testimony to bear except as
to the facts of observation ; and can neither affinn nozr
deny beyond the boundaries which it has marked out
for itselt and proclaimed, and which all intelligent men
sce must be the boundarics of science, according to
its natute. As it is no disparagement of theology to
say that it cannot do the work of science, so neither is
it any disparagement of science to say that it cannot
contribute toward a rational test of theology otherwise
than by presenting its testimony as to the facts of
nature. I am not in this way seeking to deny that
intelligence may challenge the reality of the superna-
tural ; but merely suggesting that, when this is done,
it is not part of the work of science, or, otherwise ex-
pressed, it is not scientifically done. ‘There can beno
scientific denial of the supernatural; for science is
only of the observational—that is, of the naturai,
What hearing this consideration has on the attitude

_and intellectual worth of scepticism conrerning the

supernatural may be matter of afier-consideration.
The primary and fundamental fact is that science and
theology accupy distinct spheres, so that the one can-
not enter the province of the other,

The bearing which this fact should have on the
attitude of theology toward science is that which
chiefly concerns us here. It clearly implies 2 sound
intellectual sympathy with science and delight in its
progress. [t is the province of one department of in-
quiry or thought to cherish intelligent respect for
other depariments ; and if this be a genera) maxim,
must be held to have special force in its application
to iheology. For, whereas there mzy be that in
observational science which contributes toward the
encouragement of doubt as to the supernatural, belief
in the supernatural must accept with thankfulness the
widening of the area of knowledge in whatever direc-
tion advauce be made. - 1¢ is manifestly a part of the
Church’s work to encourage and suptain profoundest
interest in the advance of science. Belief that the
worlds were framed by the power of God must quicken
intellectual enthusiaux in the systematizing of our

. knowledge of the universe. Whatever scientific men

may have to say of theology and theologians, they
should have no difficulty in recogmizing the sincers




