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atm. 1 tlirew iîadignitly itito the lire. 't'lî fourth, %vis a clhaimin&rly
liclicate e3aist le, written in ai v'cî' ia(yliku band, itld tre:itilltg the
,tiject %vith such, cxquisite taste tltat Lady NMary mi's ciptivaied lit

helî dewrii,îed thaît tînkales à s.Mji-tin -,he correspoiditt
iii <iicstiota-1arovedl ti bc - difficult oi th<e pectinmîî'y question,

3 M uriel nii- nteîaine itsvlf was so del igylititlly taîki-
411111ild bc lier pa'otégi', duriîag Ille seauson whiell wvotld short 13 begin.

S'he wirote by rctturn of' p.msr to the hotel frotta which MI 1;.
Martîin liad dated lier lt tel', anîd mtade alia appuinatinunt for te

.Nrzi. Martin proves. to bc tfler al disî;ippo)tiiîrîncnit. Site wvas a
de( idedly colotir-less and sumeiwhlait tier% ous. old lamdy otf quite filt,

%%lie) aller bhc hll excliaigd grteetiing iii a rev'crential fisliui wvith
Lally Mairy, semed cntirely to forget tie object of lier visit lind
ikigtted on lier chlair pruiesely ais if' it were ;ttlfred %vi Il pins insteadl
t more ordiîaaîry maateriad.

Fortumiately, huo%'vcr, N.'tI:s Muil Miartin ceinte tu the mette
ils a very 6ell-I)osszetl %oicc, anad coîiflctcly aissuniecU thte pi'incipaii
lart %itli so itcla tact dluit site seeined nacrelv to bc aîctinag ne lier

lmoîiac's îîltuthpiece, ami rcferriîîg, to lier nhist dutifuliv on every

pe0in'.. Nor did eite l'or a maomet lose lier perfect aplomb of in
arr, cren thouigh site inust liav-e been p)erf'ectly awaîre thait Aie was
la.iîg stibjected to a îery close and critical sca'tiîîy il1 the wliile.

111i efiit on the î'usmîlt of' tîtat scî'utiny depcnded thie î'cîlix:îfioi of
lier ipes.

Lady Maîry wastlS ith flc vole dcadcdly pla vc iîi tlie gil1.
She tîtouglit lier litdy-lilic aid fîrctty -ant prhal, î'cally liretty,
btit i'cry etr'ikiîîg in auparic .Sc %ies too big to pleaise a
montîait',s tiste, but for the isaîfle rvasoits site %votilt probably rlud
itiall' male aîdmiirers. 11cr hianîds anud feût wîere too large bo be
!fisîtionaible, tli'ouîgl ilîey %ere flot tata large foi' lier lîiihlt. Her
li:iir %vas fine anid i'Cry abundantt, aîlnaost tuo abuataidant, fliotglit

1,aulv Maîry, for thliclaavy iaîesgave an awkvaîrd look f0 the
licasi. lier eyes were larige, fine, aid( vcî'y decided in xreso-

1rliips a littie (ou dlocaded. But tlac exj>l.îation of' t lus decisicti of
lo.ok anid toile n'as ver' .iiiifple, forî it waus quite evidetît denat thue

imolîci %vas a poo' w'c-ak mrcatur'c %-)lu iras cîitirely -tuided by licr
seicver daulitet'. Lt n'as tindauiî<cdlly a pity tuait titis girl saae
lier eze aind îtscd pioder oaa lier face so pa;)bh, îid zever:il
ycais ago tlais %voîild have licme cjuifc ùsiatigli to, 1îrejidice Laîdy
Ma;ry atai.iist lier. Moust of lic oild-fisliiotacdl pi ejud'iccs, howeî'er,
liad becu rubhecd off in lis th ir of flic Lonîdoun easoii, and non'
Lady(l Mary deternained to give lier niciv 1)rciIé1!m a itlîtit une da;' tilat
ie muet rcaiiy cultivate a liffle more delicu'v of' tondte tn he

cîtployincnt of artisfi jed ud beauty.
Nieanwlîile, she %'ais leairnuuag liffle by little di:it NIrs. 'Martita

Iras Illic %idoîv of ait ironf'auînder, %vho litàî ownedl soîie aircie ivo'ks
tiot hier frotta Girantliaîiiii. Presnîinably lic hll mîalle a for'tunc in

iont for hc hall bouglit a lar'ge pîlace not fat' fronti the town aid a
'09)0( dc,îl of land as wîell. Mrs. Martin ltad,«bee %vell content t0

live titere boh luodrin- lier huslaanci',s lile :elle afier lais deatît ; luit
ýince lier datightcr haad grown III, she lîad beconte itîpircd %with
amîbitiuîis vicwvs for tItis ber offly claild, and waîs rnuxiotis thsit szhe
should se ii.,lre of life. and htave better chances thaxu would fl'al to
lier lot if slîe coîatintied fa dr'ag ouit lier existence in a i aartlîinri
miiiiacturiag town.

~le îe w'ill bc an lar-ire.,s %ilien 1 die," itcriptuscd Mrs. Maîrtin nit
dIis puint ; Il anid will hîave nioney of bier own Mi'len zhe i marries."

lis ,hort, the situation %vas very biniple. Thelî tîotîer of the girl
%vas aîiibitious, anad hll no friends of inîy i,îlluîcuce. l'îe)' ivei'
incliuad ta be gencrois in t he iattea' of ternts, and tlac)' agrced ta>
ail 1,-idy Mary"s proposails with regard tai tlue adî'isibility of givingr
a hall andi a recepiion eariv inthie sea-sota, in order denat MNitie
m'iglit Jeget iîato tic swiiaa " lit ouace. Whlen, fui-daer, she convineed

lbers. If by persoil iaauquiî'y tlîat a pol rirecut hll been opcuaed rit
a Lontdon Batnk in Nluriel's nanac-f'or Mutrici exjtlained that her
motlo'r coulci not tîttke Up* her naind tu leave lia' old Granthain
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