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MY ONLY LOVE.

BiY FREDBRICK L0CKEE.

My only love la always near,-
Incounntry or lu bown

1 seo ber twluklng feet, I hear
The wblaper of ber gown.

Sbe fbots il ever fair and young,
lier locks are lied lu haste,

Aud one Is o'er ber shonîder fliug,
And baugs below ber walsi.

She rau before me lu the meads;
And dowu Ibis world-worn track

She leads me ou; but wbile she loada,
She nover gazes back.

And yel ber voice Is lu my drearna,
To witeb me more aud more;

That woolng voice! Ali me il soorna
Lens near me than of yore.

Lightly I sped when hope wa.s hlgb,
And youlb beguiled the ebase,-

I follow, follow stilI ; but I
Shaîl neyer see ber face 1

TIIE MAJOR'S LUNCHEON.

AN OWER TRUE TALE.

hope to goodness the Civil Service Commission
hasn't moved too, or I shall fear to flnd my
tlu Irish frlend waiiing for me ai tbe corner of
the Haymarket with a big stick next urne I
pass.

But next minute I was paid for aIl, when
sucb a sweei voice feli upon my ear, and a
lady with a litile boy lu ber baud asked me the
way t0 Regeni-street. She bad one of those
softly-mouided sympatbetic. faces that give one
a heart-ache when one fluds ihai the owners of
them are married, flot wlth any idea of selfish
appropriation, but witb the ihougbt that such
sweel candld creatures sbould be set apart for
the love and adoration of alrnankind, and
flot rnopolised by sorne one uuworthy wretch.
She asked me the way to Regeut-street, and
happy was I Ibat I knew IL. After that I de-
serted my post and darted across to the other
side.

I badu't got more than haîf a dozen yards
wbeu I fett a hand laid upon my arrn, and saw
ai my bide a very good lookiug, weli-dressed
man.

4My dear fellow," bhe sald, idhow are you ?
I didn'i know but wbat I knew the man,

for one meets s0 many people of bis kidney;
and, for aizgbi I could tell, I rlghi have been
bospiiabiy entertained by hlm a omewbere or
other up the country, no that I dl.dn't like to
confess my Ignorance of bis narne and quality.
And we waiked very cordlally together towards
St. Martin's Church.

11Wheu was the lal time we met?" said my
new friend. idSturely aI the Governor-Generai'e
bail at Calcutta,"

"iNeyer was at Calcutta lu my lîfe,"1 I sald;
idmine's the Bomnbay Presidency."1

It was s bnIght suuny day lu Juiy, sud ai- IdAnd I've been taking you ailtbma l ime for
tbough people seemed to, lInd il bol, yet îo me Colonel Scoop. Ila h possible thal I'rn deeeived ?"i
the atmosphere had only jnslthe chli off, for I 1 alwaya feel, witb the teast degree of soreuess1
was laiely borne frorn a lengthonod sojouru lu wben lu England, ihat my frhends lu the miii-1
Bombay. 1 had been to the India Offiece 10 50 tary bnancb have somewbat the pull oven ns ci-1
one of the officiais ou a 11111e matter of de fait viliaus mu malter of tilles ; butilu India "icolloc-i
connected wiîh my furlouglh, a .d I bad lwo or bon"l la a very much more Important ttle than1
three bours to sparo before my train-I live ai colonel, but people don'i soem to nndersiaud1
Sevenoaka, and had a returu ticket by the [.on- that, and set us on a level witb the lax-gaibenor.1
don, Chathamrnsd Dover-was due io atari, sud Thus lb was wiih a slight degree of aeerbiy 1I
I didu'i exacily kuow how to employ tUe lime. nepuhed thal I was no colonel at ail, but a more1
I strolled across the Parade, asceudod the stops civil servant.1
by tho Duke of York's Coluimu, stood sud I"Most wonderful 1"cried my frleud. "1Nover1
tared ai the statue lhey bave just put up of was sncb au extraordiuary resemblance. Pan-

Otrara; horse standing on three legs, and don tUe uncouscons lberty I've taken."1
Outrani lookhng baek, leaning on the flank 0f Weil, we were very polîteto, one another, sud
bis borne. Weul, I hadn'b muchi fanît 10 ind asked after tbis man sud lUe other, wnom, per-i
wilb tUe statue, excopt, perbaps, as te, lUe baps, wo migbi boib kuow, sud got quie hick
borse belng s 11111e heavy, sud that I'd bave together. Major Blkins, it appeared, was thei
nUgde hlm splashiug oui with bis near fore leg, man's usmo ; ho wss a ulce, agreeable fellow,i
soeiug thal bis ider'a loaniug over lUe off sud we walked ou tog-eihen hn a veny amilcable
fiank; but, uolwtbataudlng, iti' a spiried way. Blkins hoped I'd core nesd look hlm up
tiig, and Ihat's a good deal 10 aay lu these ai bis lithoe place lu Surrey, sud I gave hlm my
days. Wben I'd had a gond look ut Otram I card e'nd saldIl'd ise gisd 10 see hlm at Seven-
turuedi mb Psul-maIl, sud 100k a long stare at Oak$.
lUe print-shops, sud then I sauintered along tUe l"And whst are you golng 10 do uow?" I said
opera colonnade, a fragraul whiff of some cook- the Major. "iCorne sud lunch wi4 me ai the
lug going ou aI the restaurant thone makhng Oriental."
me ail of asusdden feel as If I waa bungry. Now, there are six or soyen mou 10 wbom

Perbaps you will say tUat I was lu t.he righl I've a deadly hatred wbo lunch aI the Oriental
quarter 10 o s atisted; but I didnlféel no. i daily, besides which oue gels quito enougb of the
amn, like John Gi1lî, of s frugal mmnd. 1 bavenIOrient lu India, sud so 1I bld hi M.
toiled aiu Ibeso yeara In a foegu land under a diQuite rigi," ho said ; siI like to gel oui of
blaziug sun to dusipate my modesi board ou the regular groove. What do you say 10 going
owks sud restaurateurs; moreover, my appo- imb lUe City sud bavlng a bit of ish togeiber 7
tite la a masculine one, sud la not 10 ho ap- I kuow a capital place, Chuffiu's, close 10 Bill-
peased by cutheta as big as half-crowus. Shouid lugsgate, sud handy for our trains. Taire the
I fakte the -4 bus" to Psddingtou, and lunch penny boat from Hungerford, eh V"
wiib my smten Emily? Paddiugtou la a long -I wiliugly agreed to Ibis, for I like bo maire
way, Emily as likely as not would heouot, sud the acquahutance of uew phases of lie under
If aI home ahe would pobably b. lunching off oompetont guidance, sîthougir I bavenitenfor-
cresîn-ceese aud Osborne biscuita, sud a glass prise enough 10 cut ouI snything 0f the kind for
of Giadatouisu claret. Sbould I roîreat 10 my mysoîf.
station, sud efresb rayself caltniy ait te diuiug- Tho lido was well up, sud we bad a plessani
room there sud swait my train? There was sai dowu the river. Tiheme la no more charmng
aomnelîing Ignomlntous In the idea. Home wss vista than thaI fromî ungerford-lsridge. The Eni-
I lu one of the mosi wonderfuiemties lu the bankment makiesa handsome sweep just there,
world, sud ail I couid flid il lu my bearl 10 do sud tUe bridge of Waterloo, sumely the baud..
was to gel out 0fit as quickiy as possible. someat bridge lu Englaud, sud Somerset Honse,

Irresolute I siood aI the corner 0f the Hay- sud Si. Paul'a loorning over ail ; but lowem down
market, not l4aving made up my mind which the Embankmoni ghves asadiy lame sud format
wayto0go. I badl'satood there a second before aspect 10 the river. A atone wall, acceutusted
an old Iriahwomnan asked me the way 10 wiih lamp-postsansd door-kuockers, la an un.
Bethual-green. I was aiben flurrhed ai ibis, as, worihy monument of British taslte. Yeu mighb
sithough I have a good general ides of tUe dir- have takeu a hint from lhe Hiudoo ghauts, ot
ecimon of Bethnal-greeu, I found ht diffienl 1 landing-plsces, 10 advautage.
meihodise ht wiib suffileont rapidiy for the oud We lauded close 10 London-bridge, sud the
Irlshwolrlff, .WbO gave me a glauce of cou- Major iuirodueed me e bCbuffin'a. A vemY ulce
tempi sud paased ou. Befome I had ecovered place, witiianf ordin4ry sudsa regniar chairman,
from Ibli, lwo very uice-iookhug girls, moved, sud eharaclei-s tu ,j If wero one of yonr peu-
I suppose, by îny faiholy appearauce, besougbu and-lnk artisis,, I »,sould have groat pleasureo lu
me, wibh charrnug amiles, to direct thor em10 koichlug for you. Webad no oudofishof tUe
the Academy. Now lu my young days the very beat. But the Major seduced me inteex-
Acadeuîy used 10 o eaitUe National Gallery, travagance. A plut of champagne wth our lish,
aud athough I ought to bave kuowu very wehi nome browu sherry, aud, to wind up, some cap-
tUatiti was now ai Buringtou Iluse, yet I bad liai iced punch, an iniqultous sort of proceodlng
aomehow isever realised tUe fact, sud so I sent for a man wbo bad a family dinuior awaiiing
off ihese two very ulce youug creatures eulirely hlm ai seven; but I got mb tUe spiri of the
lu the wong direction. My beart s moto me thiug aomebow, sud the Major's conversation
the next momnt, ansd I was about to rush was realiy qulte highl sud enthiralling.
acrosa the street to stop thora sud put then Inlu di1 mustI bave younuow," aaîd the Major, cali-
tUe ight way wbeu I waa seized by s flond ing the wallon sud picking oui a ninepeny ci-
yonng Irleliman, wilh ailt te supenfluona energy gar. Ho book a haudîni 0f change ont 0f bis
sud iuoncy of bis country, wbo lnaisied on my pockei. "Yon'll allow me 10 seitie for this blle
direciing hlm 10 the Chief Commishoner of affair ?
the Civil Service, sud was veny angry with me "Couldn't th nitof il"1 said warnmly ; "not
when I a8sumed hlm Ibhai there was no sncb on auy acconut."1
fnticiionany. U& insisted lu producing au offi- "O , nonsense 1 Weil, I wou't press it," ho
cint envelope adlmressed to NMichaet O'Douovan, 1I ad, seehug I was determned. idLet's see, lwo-
Esq., ai sornu' owling ilderneas lu Tipperary, and-sIx, livo, seven-andl-smx, sud six for the
wbicb ceetainly bore lu the corner tUe womds, wallon, elght sablingsa -pleco; -4 shah I1 soile ?"I
"iCivil Service Commissions.' " iDo, if yon pleaso,"l I said, handing My fiend

là'And would ibene ho a Commission widont b aîf a sovoreign.
s CommIssionr?" Ilcried Mfichael trlumphantuy i TUe Major gave me a two-sbillng phece sud
but soornfuily; sud thou I aaw whsl be wanted louugod away 10 the tuItle desk, whene ibey
of course, sud seul hlm off to Deau's yard; but 100k lUe rnonoy, made bis limandiai arrange-
I dldn't know, aflor aIl, wbeiber ho wouldu't monts, sud vanlshed whb a pantiug wave of the
have eommttepd an assauli upon me wib Ibhe 1baud.
ides he'd got ihai I was idesavig" l iii. i Foir ysclf 1 coiuh-ss tUai I felu a 11111e mud-

dled witb the good tIlg of wblcb I had
pantaken. I ordered a brandy-sud-soda and
screw of tobacco, and iudulged lu a long clay
pipe-a thing I very rnuch affect wheu I bave
a chance.

Prosenily, as the tîreNo r my train approacb-
ed, I kuockod out the asales of My pipe anid
made my wsy t10 the door."l

ilI have to, pay for a brandy-sud-soda sud 10-
bacco," I1 said.

4"Yes, sir," said the wahier, wbo bovered about
to check off the payera, Iland two dluuers, cham-
pagne, sherry, puncb-oighleu shillings, if yon
ploase, ismr."1

"iBut," I rernonatrated, ",my fnlend pald for
aIl thai."1

idI beg your pardon, sir," sald the yonng WO-
man aI the desk; ýho lefi word, air, that you
wonld settie for evrythlnk."1

Wohl, îhey wouldn't lot me go wlthonipayhng,
sud I weni home rather cresifallen. I wroto bo
Major Blikîns, aI Blickley Park, Surrey, but my
letter carne back lu due course marked lu red
and othor coiored Inks ail ovor it, ,"Not knowu;
Iry-"l ever s0 many places.

O, Major Bilkins, 1 did't mmnd so mucb psy-
iug for you f eed aud ghving your a uitile pockei-
money, but i was raiher too bad 10 bhaud me for
change ont of rny baif-soverelgu. a florin that
proved 10 ho a idduffer."'

Why two Christmases came in
one yeare

9Kriss! Krns! Il" called Mrs. Santa Clans, as
abe wonl oui 0f the bouse and acrosa the yard.
ilNow I do wonder wbene that boy la," ahe
added, looking behlud the Iceberg thal stood
like a groat frosied bay-riek just lu front of the
stable door. Kriss was very fond of playing
there wltbhms litule white bear; but neither boy
non bear was uow bo ho seen. She thon peeped
mbt the stable, and saw the reludeor mn Ihein

atalîs, but no Kriss was there. 14 Weil," ahe
thoughl, as she îunued back, ilbe cau'l ho fan
away, and the ameli of supper will certainiy
bring hlm borne." Juat as ahe was .-Oing lu tbe
door she aaw the bean trotting clurnslly but
quickly off toward the nonth polo, wbieh la lu
slghi of the bouse. Sho wentlnlu Ien, quie easy,
for she kne w the boy musti h omrewbere noar;
and cutng two line, juicy soal-stoaka off tbe
seal lu the pauîry, sho freshened np hon lire,
and prepared to cook suppor. Mrs. Sauta Clans
nover permutted ber famuly 10 becolno buugry.
Tboy always had four meals a day ; but Kriss,
who was gnowlngc, aud ueeded more food, had
bis two lunches besides. It certamuly was a
greau pty thai neither Sir Johin Frnklin nor
Dr. Kane ever bappened upon Sauta Clans

wb he thley exploned the polar roglon. He s
mues mono bospitable than the Esquimaux, and
wouid have beon glad to bave eutentalued and
beiped lbern. His visitlng cirdie la s0 ven a sil
that 10 500 a strangor la quibe an ove34t. sud
there wouljbave been no lirait to the kliýness
ho wonld Ave sbown them.i.Mrs. Sauta Clans
goos ont stihl bas than ber busband ; ao, allhough
ahe la obllged bo bave severai uew dresses every
year, she la nover worriod by auy change lu the
fashion. Iu faci, sho cuis tUe clothes for the
wbole farnlly just alîke. Wbeu Sauta Clans
bninga borne the akins fnorn bis grand bnnta,
she sorts lhem into three piles. The langeatisl
for Sauta Clans, the nexi for bersoîf, and the
1111.10 one do for Kriss. Wheu the thnee are to-
gethor, tboy are a comlcal-hooklng farnlly, for
except lu size, Ibere la no différence lu theni.
Another odd thing about tbem is, Ibat tboy
bave but the one namo lu common. This ho-
came veny coufuslng afler the child became old
enougb 10 mun about, as old Sauta Clans would
ofton answor the mothen's eaul for the boy, pur-
baps losvlng a 10oy baîf linisbed, and the glue
cooliug. lieflinally decided that l would ho
beat 10 niekuamo the young Sauta, and cal
hum di Kriss Kriugle "-a tille ho bimself la
kuowu by smong the Peunsylvaula Duich.
Afuon tbis there was no fanthor trouble about
namnes.

But 10 corne back 10Krniss upon thia panticu-
lar evouing. Ho was by uo meaus even as fan
away as bis mother bad thought, for ho bad not
oisly seen ber, but also Uad heard ber spoak.
But If sUe bad knowu where ho was, be would
bave made aqulck marcb ont. Over the stable
there was a large rooma, ueatly litted Up wibh
shelves and boxes, where Sauta Clans kept al
bis liniahed toys. Kriss was nover allowod 10,
go thoro wihot t is faiben ; but bore be was
uow, busy as he couid be. He was ni, as yon
may perbaps tbiuk, playiiig with tbe toys, for
ho dld not cane for ihern now ; ho had bad s0
many, and knew ail the secrets about theni.
Ho bad evon lhelped bis father put the aqueak

that the Noab's arks and tbe menageries were al
properly assorted, Mrs. Santa Claus neyer wenl
to bed until afier twelve o'clock. Little Kriss
was, however, a looker-on lu this exciiemeut.
His parents tbougbl hlm tDoo utile to work, and
he did flot care to play. Stilil ho wanted a sharp-
lu the bustie ; and the nlgbit before, as he lay In
bis little truudle-bed watchlng bis mother lie
sashes upon a whole row of dols-for she bad
the latesi fashions for tbem, if flot for bersef-
a bright idea occurredt10hlm. Wbal howanteçi
to do was to go witb bis fatber Chrisimas-eve to
carry the preseuls 10 the cbildren ; but be
knew ibis wouid flot be permliied. The year
before ho had accomplished l, for ho bld bimself
among the bags and buffalo-robes lu tbe aiedge,
aud bis father neyer found hlm until they
reached Vermout, and thon it was too late to
turn back. But there was no hope for hlm ibis
Christnmas, for he knew the slodge wonld bo woli
searcbed bofore bis faibor startod. StilI ho did
not despair; and as be lay In bis bed this uighl
ht liasbed across bis mmnd that be migbi take
the deer ani sieigb some uigbt before the Christ -
mas and bave a 'ittie tnIp of bis own. He was
now acting upon ibis idea; aud so, whou he
had fiuisbed packlng the bags, and prepariug
every thlng necessary, ho srnelied the seal-
steaks cooking, and, coming out 0f Ibe stable,
wenl mb othe bouse.

Hie mother was uow bnsy making a walrus
hasb-for they always bad two dishea of meat
on the table-and only glauced up to see ihat
ho was ail safe and lgbt. Soou aupper was
rcady, and the father called lu; but although
Kriss had but littie appotite, he managed, bo-
tween what be ate aud wbai ho atealtbily put ln
bis pockot for a mtdnlgbt lunch, to satisfy bis
mother. After supper was over bis father de-
llgbted hlm by saying thai the work was now s0
neariy doue ibai ho thougbt tbey migi ah go to
bed eariy and take a good uigbi's rest. Mrs.
Claus rubbed ber eyes, and aaid sbe would be
very glad 10 do so; a. d Kriss hypocriîicaily
rubbed bis also, but trutbiully rernarked thal
the sooner tbey ail weni to bed the better ho
would like ht.

It was, bowever, ten o'clock before tbey were
ait lu bed, and almosi eleven before Kriss
iboughtIti safe to stat. 1He bad some trouble,
100, with the deer!1 for Vixen, tho off-deor,
would not let hlm barness ber for some ie,
and thon, Jusi as he was ready to start, ho found
ihat Dancer's barness was ioo tigbt. liowever,
afier sorne work he made every tblng ready,
luggod down tbe bags; packed theni safeiy witb
the tops up, butioned up bis 11111e seal-skiu
overcoat, dnow on bis fur glovos, and was off.
He drove diroctiy souibasat for a urne, thon
turned south, and passed close by tbe sbore of
Hudson Bay, and crossed the St. Lawrence and
stopped lu f roy, New Y!ork. Hero ho seloctod
a bouse wiib a good wide cbimnoy, 100k oui a
wax doll, a curly dog, and a candy tiger, and
jumpod oui ofithe sioigb. Iii occunre o 10 hl
ai thai moment that perbaps thore were no
cbildren lu Ibat bouse. Bis fatbor always knew,
but bow he knew Kriss could not lbink. Sud-
denly ho rernembered thai bis moiber bad said
tbat tbere was warrnibin the bouse wbere chul-
dren dweli; so ho laid down tbe toys, took off
bis glove, and feu Ibhe roof, but il was icy coid.
He then jnrnped inb Ihe sledge and drove on,
stopping ou several roofs to iny thora, but tbey
were ail cold. This, Il was plain, was flot the
way 10 iud oui. lie then ibougbt be would go
dowu the cbimneys and look for the childrou.
Ai the noxi bouse he accondingly loft bis toys In
the sledgo, jurnpod oui, aprang down the chim-
noy, and found birnself lu a large r00m, wbere a
iittlo baby lay asleep lu a crib, and ber mother
nean ber lu a big bed. Ho thon weut back, and
gettiig tbe toys, laid tbem beside ber. But ho
sound fonud that goiug on sncb exploring expe-
ditions first waa rather tedious work. His faiber
always strapped a bag on bis back, as every one
knowa, but lhey were al 100 big for Kris 1
carry, so he flued bis pock3ls wlth litile Ibinga,
aiuck as many as possible lu bis beoit, aruflg
sorno aronnd bis ueck, and s80 dressed up, jump-
ed dowu many oud many a cbimuoey.

He was Just going 10 step luto bis sledge,ý after
mauy bours of busy work, wben ho happen-
ed 10 glauce Up ai tbe sky, and saw that il was
nearly day. lie bad inteuded going farihor, but
now bad no lime. He took oui ail bis tbys-but
lbey were almost ail gone-placed what ho bad
on a g00d straigbi roof, close 10 the chirnney,
wblpped up bis deer, and galloped home. lie
bad expecled 10 have roached home before bis
parents bad awakened, but alibongb ho took a
short-cul homo, be saw the amoke curling up
tbrough tbe keen moruing air beforo ho saw the
bouse, and so knew thitt bis mother certialY
was up. Ho mauaged to drive quietly mbib te sta-
ble, and bad just uubaruessed the deer, and was
about 10 givo Iheni somo rnoss, wben a sbado'W
darkened the door; he looked np, aud Ibere
slood bis faiber!1 Kniss did flot feel very corn-

396


