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* Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth peace, good will toward men.”
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BIOGRAPHY. that could he procured in every department of leara- ! a great many ladics, whose applauses were deewmed
—— » ing. a glorious reward, by all the Eeroeo of chivalry.
Memoir of thecelebrated Mr. James Crichlongeneral- | Uinder their tuitiop, and through the native vigour| Of Crichton's exploits in Paris, the following ac-
ly desigmated “ THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON." of his und ling has ired a knowledge | count has been given by Mackenzie, and tran.lated
& — of ten different languages, aud had run through the | by I 2 from the testimony of an author whom

P of this work wei d
od to the notice of our readers, some account of the
Reov. Samuel Lee, now Professor of srabic in the
Ugiversity of Cambridg, y Archd, Corbett,
Mr. Loe has been compared t2 the much-celebrated
James Crichtoa, who was, not without reavon, con-
sidered asa igy of learning, and as the won-
der of the age in which helived ; and it may be
doubted, if another individaal can be found, since
tho days of Crichton to the preseat hour, in the
thigber walks of lenrning, with whom the Profe

whole circle of the scisuces, by the time he had at-
taived the twentieth year of his age. Arduous,
however, as these varied pursuits may seem to com-
mon minds, they eccupied a part only of Crich-
ton’s attention, A portion of time was devoted to
music, in the knowledge of which he made an asto-
nishing proficiency. He learnt to play on various
instruments ; and improved himself, to the highest
d;groe, in dancing, fencing, singing, and horseman-
ship.

<could by so j

Having made himself mastor of these various ac-
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wa the leurned Prefescor. But is these are alike
ruating their literary earwer of glory, we can onl
voark their progress in attainmeats, or, *on weul
‘wiags, from far pureve their flight.” Several bave
lread ded high on the in of fame ; but
their Tikenesses eannot be taken until they beeome
ﬁm. when death shaMl have put & period to

“These suns of glory please net till they set.”

g he left his rative land, aud, proceei-
iug to Paris, introduced himself 1o the literati of
that city in tho following mauuer. Oa his arrival
he caused six placards to be fixed on the gates of the
schools, halls, and colleges, belonging to the Uni-
versity, and oa all the pillars aud posts ofthe houses
inbabited by men most reaowned for literature and
scieuco, inviting all who thought themselves well
versed in any art, to meet aud dispute with him in
the college of Navarre, on thatday six weeks, by nine
in the morning. In this challenge, which was ac-
cording to the practice of the age, he declared him-

. 2 ahie i ;. {selfready te answer any question which should be
There is in the in | e Ilohimonnnmor' in any of |k
"h“‘h‘b‘:?“ “h!"?n'"“ '2'{ f’“""‘; 2| the twelve followin;l-n;{ viz. Hebrew, S’yri-
bove thoin e i oaplay theit, brl-| e, Arabic, Groak, Latin, panish, French, liali.|He o

liancy before us, and in ourmight. Itisnot,
indoed, mhm every age should teem
‘with prodigics. Greece had oxisted, before it
W'm%“wwﬁ.mm'm
, gave birth to Casear or Vi Eagland

fong been a nation, before a Newton ora Locke
P . Betwesn the days of Crichton and those
of upwards of two hundred years bave slaps-
od; and the world has produced but one Coluimt
10 the t hour.

Mr. James Criehten, according to the generalit
of his bi piomvubminmtgoymgg:;bn’x
Lord Buchan #1308 tho time of his nativity in the
“":m 1560, 1t is admitted by all, that

this man was 2 native of Scotland ; but

they consider as an eye-witness.

' There came te-the college of Navarre, a young
man of tiwenty years of age, who was perfectly well
scen in all the sci as the most | i

of the Luiversity ackuowledged. In vocal and iu-
strumeutal music, none could excel him; in paint-
ing aud drawiog colours, uone could equal him. In
milisary feats ﬁe was most expert; and could play
with the sword so doxterously with both his hands,
that no man could fight him. ~ Wheo he saw his ene-
my or antagouist, he would throw himselfupon him
at one jump of twenty or twonty-four fuct distance.
He was master of arts, and disputed with us in the
schools of the college, on medicine, the civil aud
canon Iaw, and theology. And, although we were
above fifty in number, hesides about threo thousand
who were prosent, so pointedly and learnedly he an-
swered to all the questions which were proposed to
him, thatnono hut they who were present can Le-
lieve it. He spoke Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, and
other languages, most politely. He was likewise a

should live a hundred years, without cating, drink-
ing, or ’leeping. he could not attain to this man's

which struck us with a panic fear, for
he knew more than human nature can well bear.
four ofthe d of the church; for

ans!
an, English, Duteh, Flomish, and ; and
this either in pross or verse, at the chaice of his an-
tagonist. ,

Bold as this appear, instoad of de-
voting himself to the mia:l:,cnninalion of the va-
rious d inits hensi b

upoa the issuce of which be had risked his

in ing none could contest with him ; aud he was
thought to be Aantichrist.”

Haviog thus ohtaised in Paris the victory fur
which he ded, Crich next repaired to
Rome, wheore he affixed a placard upon all the emi-
oent places of the city, in the following terms :—

his time was hiefly spent in hunting, hawking, tijt-
ing, vaulting, riding, tossing the pike, bandling the
musket, aund such military feats and athlotic exer-
¢ises ; and, when tired with theso, the interim was
Glled up in domestic engagements, such as balls,
concerts of music, vocal and § l, cards,

* Nos Jacobus Crictonus Scotus, cuicunque Rei pro-
posite ex improviso respondebimus.”  Iua city which

bounded with scholastic learning and wit, thischal-
lenge, bearing all the marks of presumption, soon
became the subject of a pasquinade. Rome, it has
been said, was at this time much infested with moun-

:_iice. and tennis, together with such di

banks, jugglers, and other empirics; and those

although Perth hos in 1 been eonsidered as
Gis birth-place, even this circumstance has been
perplexed with mﬂicti:jlopiniom. Of his ances-
tors the accounts are equally diversified. Somio as-
wertthat his father, Robert Crich ded

as
q y oceupy the mind of youth. A mode of

d pp ly s0i i with the charac-
tor ho had ds, the stud

who felt attho placard of Crichten, en-
deavoured to ridicule him, by classifying hua with
the quacks. Desigaating biw by the ucuter gender,

Y
oftho University were at a loss how 1o in(erlpmt.
[}

the army of Queen Mary at the battle of Langside :
rs_etate, with equal confidence, that he was
Lord Advocate of Beotland from 1560 t0 1573. His
mether's namo was Elizabeth Stewart, the only
daughter of £-ir James Stewart, of Beath, a descen-
dant of Robert duke of Alkazy, the third sou of king
Robert the Socond. Relying on his pedigree, the
vject of this ir was d to boast,
when he displayed his astonishing acquirements in
forcign countries, of hislineal doscouifrom the Scot-
tish kinii.

At what time Mr. James Crichton began his stu-
dies. wo are not informed ; ncither have wo auy
satisfactory acounts when those divorsified powers
of bis mind, on which all Europe gazed with ad-
wiration, first appeared to' exeite attention. The
primary radi ! § LORHOn.

e

of his g

‘were received at Perth; after which he studied phil-
osophy in the University of St. Andrew. 1u that
llni;enjity‘ his tutor was the celebrated Joha Ru

in his pl
nd so ked were they at the insolence of this
dlrinzl igaer, that, b h the placard which
was fixed en the gato at Navarre, they caused
the following words to be written :—* If you would
rueet with this monster of perfeetion, to makesearch

for him either in the tavern or the brotlel is the rea- | be;

diest way to 6od him.’

But itk ding this wild dissipation, when
the appointed day arrived, Crichton appeared in the
colleze of Navarro, and engaged in a disputation,
which Tasted from gine in the moroing wnul six in
the evening. And so well did he acquit himself.
that the P , after evpatiating on the many
rare and excellent cadowments which God had be-
stowed upon bim, rose from his chair, and accom-
panied by four ofthe most emincent professors of the

University, pr d him with a di d ring, ~ud
apurse fullof gald, ns a testimony of their high
approbation. On what subjects theso antagonists

disputed, we have not been irTormed ; neither is it
known with certainty in whilt languages they ad-

A pr for his g and
distingwished by four books, which he had writte
on Aristotle’s Logie, and a commentary on his Poet-
ics. Butitis notto this professor alone, that the hon-
our of forming this dinnry ch is to be
aseribed. Manutius, who ealls Crichton first cousin
1o the kiog, “{:' that be wac educated with James
L under Buchanan, Hepburn, and Robertson, as
well us under Rutherford. We can not doube, from
the favourable circumstances under which Crichton
cotored lifs, that the bedk masters were assigoed bim

d 1 each other. "We are only 1old that the in-
terview eaded amidst tho roiterated acclamations aud
huzzas of the spectators; and that this conquest ob-
taine 1 for him the sppellatio of * Tue ApMinanyLy
Cricatoxn.” Ithas beon added, to the preceding
account, thatso little was he fatigucd ni(ﬂ the dis-
pute, that he went to thé Louvre, on the cnsuing
dny, and engaging in = tiltiug match, an exercisc
thea much in use, carried off the ring fificen times

sugcessively, and broke as thany laoces, in the pre-
segces of some princes of the Fronch court, and of

ir pasquinade was to the following eflect :—
 And he that will see it, let hiw repair to the sign
of the Falcon, and it shall be shewn.” Bocealini,
who was thea at Rome, says that the appearunce
of this paper had such sn effect upon lim, that,
with jndig feelings, bo almost § Jintely left
tho city. where he had been so grossly insulied, in

ing pared to the i s who could orly
amuse the vulgar, Mackeuzie kowever, asserts,
that instead of being discouraged, Le appeared at
the timo and placo appoiuted; and in the prescoco
of the Pope, many Cardivals, Bisbops, and Docters
of Divinity, and Professors of all the Scicnces, dis-
played such wonderful proofs of his universal know -
iedge. that ho excited a degree of astonishment
cqual to that which had marked Lis carcer in Paiis.

From Rome, Crichton procceded to Venice, m
which place ha appears 10 base Leen ieduced to
much distress; but whether this arose fram zoy
mental depression, from bodily indisposiuon. ur
from ombarrasment of circumst.ncces, is not clearly
cxpressed.  "Lhe reality of his distress hie Las stated
b & poem, the principal design of which was, w0
obtain a fnvnura{:lo reception in the city ; snd mero
particularly so, with Aldus Manctius. ‘a colebratcy
aitic. On presenting his 1croes, Manutius, was
struck with an agrecablo surpiiso, at the compro-
hensiveness of thought, the display of intellect, and
the brilliancy of genius, which iher exhibited.  And
upon conversicg with the author, he was so filied
with admiraticn on ﬁndin§ him intimately acquaint-
od with almost overy suhj that he introdueed
bim to the acquaintance of tho

priucipal wen of

learsiug and note in Venice.

most oxcelleut horseman; and, truly, if & man |,
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