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laidl, and over 1000 under construction.
The Initercolonial and Grand Trunk
l{ailways furîîish an iiiinterrupted
fine of communication from Sarnia to
Halifax, with rnany feeders to its
tra(le joîning it at important points.
That gigantic nainl)prject,th
'Canada Pacific IRailway, is at last
inaking, steady progress ; anti before
haif a decade passes away, the locomo-
tive will not be far froin the base of
the Iiocky Motintains. As it passes
over the fertile region of thie Cýreat
North West, watered l'y the iRed,
~Saskatchewan, and Peace ivers, a
streani of popul1 ationi ni ust necessaril V
lobev the Iaw whichi forces it to follow
railway progress in a new country.
Already a large city is growing up on
the banks of thie lRed iRiver, and imi-
fligyraiits can now reacli it bv con)timnu-
ous railway communication froin Hali-
fax or Quebec. The posts of the
llutson's Bay Company of Adventur-
ers are no longer the sole represen ta-
tives of civilization in w-bat w'as once
calied %%ithi truth the ' Great Loue
Land' ; but setticinents of eiiterprising
faiers are airead(y igbiting with the
Wii(ierîîess far i advance of the rail-
Wax-

I Iaar the tread of pionîuur-,
Of nations yet tii be.

l'le ilst lOw , wash of hurian1 wae-,
M'here SOoniilal r<)11a ,v-a.

IV.-TiUE FUTURE I)ES'îIN'Y 01,

CANADA.

The IDominion possesses in the St.
Lawreiice a great naturai artery, to
'Wiich ber enterprising neighibour can-
flot Oflèer a ýrival ; and it is inevitable
that 8ooner or later ti)e lîulk of wes-
tel products will find its way to Eu-
rope through the river with its spien-
<lid 8Y)steni of canais, whichi so admir-
aM'yililstirate tie enterpi ise of Canada.
The ]Dominion, too, lias p)orts on bier
ea8telrn seaboard, open at ail seasons,'
afld flearer to Europe than any of thr
AIflerican barbours ; and the time is
rlot probably far distant when the

great Atlantic entrepot of Canadian
trade will be the port of Louisbourg,

*which oiice played so important a part
in the conflict between England and
France for stupremacy in America.
The fisheries of 'thIe Mar-itimie Provinces

*are the objeet of the envy of the New
England States, 'vbiist bier minerai
resources of coal and iron on the At-
lantic and Pacific Coast open up to bier
a great commercial future. in the
North West there is a grain-produc-
in- region to be developed, beyonîl anv
nlow possessed by ti United States.
Ail tliese are the elemnts of a pros-
peroIIs nation, whose population iii a
few decades mnust be continuotis from
Ontario to Vancouver. The future
destiny of such a country is a ques-
tion which might well attract the at-
tention of political writers and econi)-
mists. Itnmay ho sai(l that speciationi
on suchi a sul>Jecit canniot iead to anv
profitable conclusion ; but ccrtainly it
re(1uires no gift of prophetic foresight
to see that the timie must, sooner or
later, corne wbien the relations betweeîî
flhc Parent State andi Canada will Lo
arrangred on some more substantial
basis. Three destinies are obviously
open to Canada- Annexation, Inde-
pendence, or Consolidation into the

*Empire. Absorption into the United
States is a question which need hardiv
be discussed now-a-days. In old tiinies
it had its advocates, especiaily before
the Union of IS40, whnCanadians
looked across thie border and saw a
prosperous, progressive peop le en*j oy-
ing liberai institutions, and their
natural corollaries of widely-d iffused
education and ever advancing comn-
merce, whiist Canada was labouring
under the disadvantages of a systemi
which repressed all the f ree instincts
of a peopile anxiotisly desiring self-
governinent and tiîat opportunity of
exp)ansion which it would give to

itheir energies. In later times, the
very free intercourse wvbich. the
iReciprocity Treaty of 1854 created
between the two peoples, especialiy
between Newv England and the


