
290 Z'I ICSB§'R1 OLLJiV'E JO URN.AL.

to twelvc vcars of agre in the rural sections aclopting theni,
and fromn six to thiirteen years of age in the incorporated towns.
adlopting thieni, thcre-lbas neyer been any serions difflculty w'ithi
respect to rclig-iouis instruction. Althoughl not rcferrcd to in

the Course of Studfy, a regulation of flhe Couincil of Public
Instruction assumes that '4devotional. exercîses' mnay be con-
(luctcd in any sehool so long as no parent or guardian objects
tlhcrcto iii writing. If the objection be made, the exercises.
inay- l)e s0 inodified as to give no offence witliin regular

schiool liours. But if no suchi modlification. can be made, the.
exercises niay be hield immedc(iately before the opening of the
secular work of the sehiool, or after its close. Tie trustees,
\vho iav well be assuuîed to understaud flhc local conditions

of tlîeir section, have therefore, under the lawx, very large-
powers for regulating sucli e.xercises w'hiere flhc people W*ishi
thenu Iiinited, first bv tlie provision tliat no one shial be re-
quire(l to be presexît ' at devotional exercises disapproved of,
and secon(lly by' the condition tliat it shial not intrench inm-
rionslv on the regular and imperative w'ork of flhe school.

This explains liowx the only twvo Romnan Catholie collene.S

iii the p)rov'ince, St. Francis Xavier (Englishi) and Ste. Aune-
(French), and ian-v of flhc couvents are affiliated with flhc pub-
lic schiool svstenu. Iu fact. no corresl)ouding institutions (_f
ainv other of the religions denoininations are thus affiliated,.
althoughi the law leaves it as ol)en to the one as to the othier.
WTieî inutuallv agrecable, the trustees of sehiool sections eau
reîit the school rooms of sucli institutions, appoint the teaclirs
nouîinaied bv' theni, if they 1101(1 provincial licenses, and othier.-
wvise control thetý school in strict accordauce w'ith the letter of

the lawv. Sncbi sehools haiving regularly licensed teachers, thiC
saine schiool books, tlic sanie regristers to 1e kept axind tli(:

sainîe returns to be miade out and sworni to, tlhe saine Inspee-
tors to ývisit and report, etc., au(d arc paid the sainue public
gyrauits as any other public sclhools cloing the sainîe wo

Mil en. it bas not interfered witfi proper grading, trustees haveC

been -Olowed to h.ave separate sehiools for flhe boys and the-


