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1Such faith is tiatural tu îjuan, indigenous to the hunian lheart, and in nuo sense'
the outcomie of the saving grace of God. it is (juite compatible with the
iitmiost coîîtrnpt for the person and work of jesuis Christ, and is uselcss tu,
deliver meni froni the power the pollution and penalty of sin -and to lit tlîcni%
for cternaî lessedness.

No scriptural definition of saving faith can bc frarned which ignores the
Incarnion of the Son of God- the fundamental miracle of Christianlity--
Miîd 1lis vicarious obedience and sacrifice as the grouind of a sinner's justi-
lication befure God. "Every spirit that confesseth that jesuis Christ is coule
in tic flcshi, is of God ; and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesuis Christ
is coule iii the flesh, is flot of God ; and this is that spirit of antîchrist wlicrc-
of ye have heard that it should corne: and eveti now already is it in the
ivorld."

Faith, iii one sense, is persuasion of thc truth. Iii this furiii it tcriniates
on prop)ositions, aîîd is usually spokcn of as the assent. of Uic understandiîîg.
This faith docs tiot save. Wc arc tiot saved by rpotoîsor crceds, but
hy a divine ChriH. rhue acceptance of hiblical facts and of the facts of
science and secular enterprises is not sufficient for salvation. Men are coni-
stantly decciving theinselves in this respect. i )cmons believe iii this sense,
but are lost notwitlistanding. T1hey are tiot ignorant of Christ's redcniptivc
wurk. 'l'ie devit and lus angels saw inuch of jesuis during his sojourn arnong
rncn ; and thc Apostie Jamnes says (11-i y) that their faîi in the existence uf
God inakes themi shuddcr, but it docs flot restrain themi fromi the iiiust
nialignant and persistent opp)ositionl to Christ and luis 'kingdoin. The nlerc
intellectual acknowledgîîîcnt of the possîbility of miracles, or the acceptancc'
of the truth of tlîe Gospel narratives cornes far short of real Christian faith.

'l'lc faitlî tlîat saves and that is antagonîzcd b), current unbelief, is
distimictîvely trust iii Christ, and this trust is îîot natural to the carna i nind.
It is begotten by the Spirit of God iii connection wîtli the trutlî, aîîd wvorketh
hy love and purifieth the lîeart. This is the only kind of faith that. over-
conicth the world, and tlîe unbelief which is antithetical and hostile to it is
ijuat with wvhich we are concerrned. In oUicr wvords, the unbelief which con-
sists in witholding confidence frorn God as having undertaken and accorn-

plishied hurnan redemption, and wvhich sceks to undermine and overthrow thc
kingdom of grace iii the hearts of mcen.

Now this unbelicf is current iii niany forms, and it inay bc difilictîlt or
impossible to say how iuch of it 15 in the Church and -in ilhe wvorld. Thesc
two conîrunities suifer frorn it, and tlîey are so closely allied and s0 rnuch
interrningled of late that the saine modes of tlîought and courses of conduct
are found iii botlî. ,-o mucli is this Uhe case that persons of pessirnistic
tendencies have abandoned the task of drawing a line of dernarcation between
tleie. Chîurclî people, tlîey allege, are sivallowed up of Uic world, they


