
PRESBYTERIAN COLLG.E JOURNAL.

pronouinced as two syliables and ' plagne' as ane, %visihed Ad in addition to dUis, phaonetic spelling w'ould grcatly
that anc liaif of the Eîîglishi had Uic agîîe, and tlîe othcr improve aur words in thc direction af i natinss and accu-
hialf the plague 1 And it suirel>' is provokiag that when racy. It is gcnerally acknowlcdgcd Uîat b>' far the bcst
)-ou lengthen a word of/w'v, syllablcs, y-on ind it slîartened and inast definite part of aur language is Anglo Saxon,
into a word of one syliable ; aimast provokiîîg cnouglh ta and in this we have the plionetic principle 1argcly carricd
candone the use of the explicative, Il Plague the whole out. WVe have smiall words, usually carrying with thein
thing !"-let it go. one mcaning, of the utmost clearacss and precision, sucli

And so wce wvotld but for our vo*a'oration cif tlî' past, of as <ld' in,' ' riia,' 1 pin!' \î?at a î'ast impravement
îvhat is and lias beeîî ; but for the strength af the cotiser- werc ail aur wards thus orve i the incumbrance air
vative principle in aur nature, tie case with wvliclî wu unnitecessary- vowels and consonants. Literary critics arc
settle down ta, stagnation, ta doin- nothing ; for it is acciustonîed ta visit îvitlî just scvcrity a sty!e whichi is
alwavs casier ta dIo nothing tlîan ta dIo samecthing. It is Ioaded with great, long aad loudsounding ivards of Greck
obviaus hit b>' tic universal acceptance ai phaonctic andi Litin arigin, a style in wliich, as Mark Twain %vould,
spelling timie, healtlî and mnny waulc bc saved-and sa>', cach word is in iseif a sr<li-processionofsl
we mighit add, uinder the aid rý,ùne,, nmanya liard flogging lables that iglit takc lial an bour ta pass a given point
for uinfortuinate sclioolboys. Tlîat tue time of lîjidren, and whiie, on the otier hand, thcy bestow uamcasured praise
even of mcan and %vomun is tunreasonably anîd unneces- upon a purcly Anglo Saxon style. Lard Mcuyfor in-

saiycansuanied inty ta mazster th inrct îieissace, lias l)ronauncc(l anc of bis grandest culogies upon

of the present mctliod, no anc itili deny. But wlîy this aur LEnglisli Bible as a standard literary ivork, just because
îvastc of timie îî'len a1 simple, casy nxetlîod is at liand ? it is so largely, and in somie partions almost cxclusivcly,
Why not fit childrcn ta rcad and write widith Uiîtmalst Anglo Sa.1o01. Ile speaks la simular ternis af Bnyal's
rapidity, that they nia>' witlî the Ieast passible dcMay enter Pil.-rini's Progress, and blamecs tic literary critics af bis
uipon the aimost illiînitable fields of kîîowledgeý open on day for lîaving failcd ta se this bcauty wliilc humble peas.
every side ? Do îîat aur lcained professions, as wcell as ants and artizans wec quick ta discaver it. Now, wîhat
the course la Arts ia aur universities, demand a suffici..-adty is ail this but an undesigned aad îîowcrful argument in
long period of study witlîout bcin- obligcd ta throw away favor of plionetic spelling ? B>' aIl aicans let aur words bc
five or six )-cars of tlîe vcry best part of a person's lue f rcduccd ta tiîcir simplcst formn and freed froni their pres.
craînîniing bis liead îvith tlîis arbitrary, ctymology ? And cnt dreadiai incumnbrances; for it is obviaus tiat, if
are not the cais of business ioud and inipierative cnaughi books wure only ivrittea in natural and casily undcrstood
ta correct tlîis f'olly ? Just think of tic tinle wlîiclî must synîbols, the world îvouid be filled with cager and intel-
be sr.cnt b>' a lad befare lic is fit ta enter a batik or ligent readers.
couinting bouse ; and tiien of tue mail> awkward and Tlic Spcllin- Rcformi is flot unduly rcvolutionary in its
supcrfltiaus syllibles lie mîust continue ta write ail Iiis lire. character, as is generall' avcrrcd. kt is said that iLs

t But I have said tent lîcailih would bc savcd b>' tue advacatcs seek ta cruslî ont thc history of words-thcir
adoption of Uic phoactie systcni. Whlat I mean is tiîis, ctymiology; ta trample under foot ail tlîat is venerable and
that iL îvould sliorten the pcriod of sclîaolda>'s, w'itlî tlicir sacrcd and ancient. But this is flot the case ; for the
iinperfect sanitary provisions and requirenients ; and who principles of rcformn are aircady iacorporatcd la Uic Ian-
lias flot seca cliillren. luddicd tagutiier iii badly vcatilatced guage, especially in that part of iL wliicli is Anglo-Saxon
sclioolroams, breathing poisonous air, andi sitting tili tiacir ia origin ; and wlîat is 110w confcsscd ta, bc an advantage
lieads swim, and tlieir spines grow crookced, and tlieir and beiiity iii man>' w'ords, "'e îvislî ta sec conferrcd upon
lonigs becomec discascd, /,z* Io, sPill, yes, and la the thein ail. And as ta tic accusation of destroying the
end bccoming disgîîstccl witli ail sorts of lcarning, and lîistary of words, no sucli thin- is donc. WVliat is propos.
prefcrring ta leave sclîoal before tlicy arc liaif tauiglit ta cd is to reniove their deformities and defects and ta
spell, anîd ta go tlîrauglî life ta bc lauiglicd at for tlîc clotlîc tiien with imniortal beauty and lionor. Even if
bluadcring lcttcrs thcy write. And, aiter ail, tlic noble saine ugly portions oi lîistary should bc dcstroycd would
arnîy of"I bad spcllcrq " are flot so niiucli ta blanie as the tlc naL still bc etiaugli of wvlat is truc and beautiful
shocking systeaî wlîiclî iakes tlicni hable ta innumerable left; marc tlian most people ivili ever master, ccrtaiahy.
ridicuhous errors. And besicles, arc there not nxany tlîiags îvhicli arc better

But whli timie and lîcaîlh îvould b-, savcd, molle> also forgattca than rencnîbercd, many things made ta bic
îvould bu saved, for eduication would cease ta bc the slow destroycd ; anîd surcly ainong tlîcsc arc aur prescrit nasty
and expensive process it 110w is, at least sa fiar as tic twistcd îvays of spclling.
clcmcnts arc conccrncd. It is cstinîatcd, tiîat for the kt is îîotliiag nciv ta bc cuiargcd with rcvolutionary
moncy now spent ia tcacliing anc ciîild ta rcad and principles. Sa ivere the Icaders ai reforni la ail1 ages of
write, ive could by the plionctic methîad, whiclî is sa tlîc îorld's liistary ; statesmen, plîilaatiîropists, phioso-
much simpler, casier ani marc natuiral, teacli ten childrca. plicrs, tlîeologians, and scicntists have ail suffercd under

I.


