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FARM- AND HOME.

g

Plants and Flowérs.

CARXE JF INDOOR SEEDLINGS.

geeds of pinks of all kinds, aster, pe-
tunia, verbena, pansy, and in fact all
of our garden flowers that transplant
well may now be started indoors, and
the scason of outdoor bloom thereby
lengthened for many weeks. Use shal-
Jow boxes of good garden soll, cover
the seeds lightly, then press the soll
down flrmly and cvenly with a bit ot
board or something with a smooth, flat

awrface.  Some advise covering the
toxes until the sceds germinate, but
with me it causes the so0il to mold.
watch that the sceds do not dry out.
The boxes may be kept in a warm place
until the little plants begin to appear,
then place Immediately in a sunny win-
dow. Keep the soil moist without over
watering. Too much molsture or too
r ~~h warmth will kill the little plants
by causing them to camp off. Trans-
plant -before they crowd much,

Pinks and pansies ltke a cooler place
than most of the others; much warmth
causes them to spindle and also en-
courages Insects. Look out for the
gray mite and aphis. The latter can
be prevented by sprinkling tobacco
powder over the little plants. It ig
cheap stuff and can be had of a florist
or dealer in florists’ supplles, Watch
.for the mite. Its appearance can usu-
ally be detected by a gray appearance
of the upper stde of the lcaves. but the
msect and 1ts cggs are usually found
on the underside. Make some whale-oil
soapsuds, not very strong, and with the
hand wet In the suds brush over the
Jittle plants 8o as to wet the leaves thor-
oughly, especlally on the underside. It
only a few plants are affected, pull
them up and throw them away or sepa-
rate them from the others. Several ap-
plications of the suds should be made.
It will not harm the plants unless made
quite strong. Remember that this in-
sect never flourlshes tn a cool, damp
atmosphere. Plenty of molsture on the
follage without overwatering the roota
s both remedial and preventive. This
rule applles to all plants infested by
this Insect. It is the worst greenhouse
pest. If ‘you auspect its presence, but
cannot find it with the unalded eye, use
& magnifying glass. It {s flesh-colored,
egg-shaped, usually with two dark spots
on t;;e}}:ack.—[“’. F. Heath, Cheshire
Co,

SPINDLING GERANIUMS.

In spring, there are usually several
spindling geranlums, which arc of lit-
tie use for bedding out in the ordinary
way, or to kcep for another scason's
blooming. This long, slender growth
with few branches is caused by over-
crowding and continued blooming with.
out having the ends pinched back. Hav-
Ing experimented with such plants for
several years, I have found a novel
way to treat them and can sometimes
make a good-sized bed of geranlums
from onc¢ plant. If the plant has but
one stem, & ded cannot be made from
it alone, but 1f thero &’re three or four
long branches the plant will yleld read-
{ly to the treatment.

Set the plant in the center of the
bed, placing it quite deep. %o that the
branches can be 1ald flat on the ground
without breaking. Spread them in dif-
ferent Qircctlons, pegging them  down
close to thé ground for their whole
length. Grown In that position. they
#nd out & shoot from cuch joint, the
Latent buds being always aiready to
Low under favorable circumstances.
Each new shoot Wil grow upward,
there belng no stde shoots except those
produced later from the upright plants,
All the shoots having un equal chance
{or light and sunshine, there are n
muchlarger number of ftowers produced
from the plant. Roots start out from
each joInt where it touches the ®oll, no
that In a very short time doxens of
Pants are growlng where one was
dlanted, which Is one sccret of the suc-
oess of the plan,

There are many roots to supnort the
dlant, cach shoot belng partially de-
Ptndent on its Individunl ro t instead
of all drawing mupport from one r oO°.
In fa)l such plants can be taken up,
divlded and placed in the cellar, but
ahould not be divided too small, doing
better 12 1eft as large as can be handied
ully. In spring they can be separated

on¢ stem can dbe treated in the same
way, making a bed {rr combination with
olher plants.—{Lena A, Holmes, Il

S8OME SWETT PEA POINTERS.

These lovely flowers-have scemed to
deterlorate and in some Instances go
back t. the old-fashioned wild sweet
pea. Thero are difterent causes, but I
think one serlous cause to be poor sced.
There has been such a demand for
sweet pea geed that a great many have
sold great quantities of cheap seed and
these will not produce the tinest flow-
crs. I have ralsed sweet peas in quan-
titles several years and have purchased
sced from diffarent parties,.and I have
found out that a great deal depends on
the seed. I alwaysy cut the blossoms
fur market so that I must necessarlly
depend.upon others for my seed. Last
summer I plantud two rows 200 £t long
of three varleties, red, white and lav-
ender. I purchased the avhite seed from
two different firms, but the seed was
the same varlety. Just one-half of-these
white peas ylelded an immense amount
of blussums on lung, stout stems during
the whole season. The rest of the white
ones never brought me in a nickel; the
blossoms came vut on lMttle slender
stems about 2 incives In length and the
vines made a minlature hedge. Little
vines started out at every point, the
same way with the lwnvender, and they
were all planted In the same row.

The Firelly was the most magnin-
cent sight I ever saw in the shape of
sweet peas. X cut *hem twice a week,
and the last cuttings were as fine us
the first. T could cut the single stema
all the secason without taking part of
the vine to make them long cnough, as
1 must on some other varicties late in
the season. I never plant sweet peas in
the same place 2 yrs in succession, nor
ever in shade or near big trees. I get
the seed In as early as possible in spring
and fertilfze with ashes nnd commercial
fertilizers In the row on moderately
rich ground, I purchase seed as soon
a8 the catalogs come {n before the best
zeed has all been s0ld. T love to raise
:‘wcg peas.—[Mrs John Galllard, Erle

o, Pa.

¥0OD FOR POT PLANTS.

The great demand for plant food
whlich I8 in convenlent form for usc and
I8 2isb cleanly, has caused many such
articles to be placed on the market.
Most of these are very good, but one
can prepare them at home, making the
cost less while they produce the same
results, The following are both used
in the water given the plants, though
they can be used dry by AIRgIng a small
quantity into the soll around the roots.
The former method {s safer, however,
as one can more easlily tell what quan-
tity Is belng used.

Take n gallon jar and M i+ with

bones. packing them in closely: then
add one cup of potash which wil 01 :
In among the spaces. Cover with water |
and set away for a time. Before long :
the bones will all be disgolved and the |
substance In the jar will resemble soft |
soxp. A tadlespoon of this, dissolved |
In the water glven each large plant !
will be a sultable dose; other plants
being given a quantity suitable to their |
slze. The following formula will alzo
be found good: To 1 gal hot water
add 4 oz white sugar, 16 oz sulphate
of ammonia and § ox-nitrate of potash.
When dissolved, place in bottles, cork
tightly and usc a tablespoon and a half
in each gallon of water used on the
plants. Water onlysthe s0ll, as many
of these fertillzers are too strong for
the follage, leaving unsightly spots on
1t.—{Aarion Mcade, Jil.

SOWING FLOWER SEEDS.

Now {8 the time to start primroses,
sloxinias, maurandia, amliax and the
llke. Procure clgar boxes and with
glmlet or knife make & couple of holes
in the bottom of cach. Then put In
coal ¢ broken bone, then a layer of
dirt, and having sifted in the final layer
press it down. For thix purpose, as
well as for leveling tha surface of the

roll, use a pasteboard a trifie amailer
than the dox, )

After preparing the 30i1 and wetting
it somewhat, sow the meed, sprinkling
onh just enough dirt to cover. If the sted
are only one-gixteenth inch thick, cover
one-eighth Inch and in like proportion
all others. After ~owing, press the soll

In small wectlona, each with its own
To0t, and bedded as usual., Plants with

gently to make frm and exclude alr,

Germination wlll be hastened several | g

days. Don't water too much., Many
pergons fail with primroses, cobaeus
and other flowering plants simply .be-
cause they over water. Keep the soll
not wet but molst, to do which do not
pour water on the surfuce and produce
fluuds, but sct boxes in a l«h of water,
Owing to the holes in the bottom of
them and the *“subgoll” of conl or bhonesy,
all the water that s necded will he
quickly absorbed; bu best of all there
will then be less ltkelthoud of the planty
dampening offt—a thing which they are
otherwise apt to do,

cinerarfas {n particular.
ey, Otsego Cu, N Y.

STARTING EARLY FLOWERS.

Sume varletles of flunwers must be
started indoors in order to get thun
to bluum before frost, while other
surts Wil flower In early gummer {f
started early enough. tosmos, single
dahliag, chrysanthemums, hellotropes
and geranjums are of the flrst cluys and
will not glve good results If planted {n
the upen ground, Aster, balsam, car-
nation, marigold, petunia, phlux, salpt
slussis, stock and verbena all do bet-
ter to e started $ndours and trans-
planted. .

Suw the seed In shallow boxes in the
houuse or in the hutbed and label each
varlety, or you will have a nice mixup
Ltter in the season. Cover the sced
lightly, put the boxes in a warm
place and protect from direct sunlight.

[Fred . Sibe

Cover with a glass to prevent the soil ,

drying out too quickly, and use care
in watering, sc as not to wash out the
fine sced, A Lamp paper may be put
on top of the sofl and the water pour-
¢d gently on this. After the plants put

out the third palr of leaves they should ;

be transplanted to other boxes and not
sct In the open ground untfl of suft-
able size,

For Planting Trees, dlg gencrous-
sized holes and deep down in well-
dratned land and shallow in wet places.
An adequate amount of well-composted
material should be uked about the
roots. An annual top-dressing should
be applied to produce the best effect,
both in tree and leat,—[O. B. Hadwin,
Worcester Co, Mass,

Coarse grass such as timothy does
not do for lawns. A good mixture con-
818ts of cqual parts Kentucky bluc, red
top and white Dutch clover, sown 3 to

4 bupa.
SR

‘

$ROSES

O THEIR OWR ROOTS
Tnake ToM growing eaxy. No
falluros. Fragrant fSowcrs all
Summer, from June until se-
vere frost. The Golden Wed-
dlag edition of “Our New Guide
0 Rose Culture™ for 1900, the
leading Rose Catalogne of Amen
kea, gives southe benefitofalife.
Umesxperlence Ingrowing Roses
a8d all other dealradble flowers,
130 pages, profusely llustrated. freg
oa request. Alsn sample copy of
our floral momm{. Ssltncconn
with Flewers,'! Free forthe
asking. Yead

TNE DINGEE & CONARD CO.,
West Qreve, Fa.
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paper baga aremiicd
with & groen . Jpbel
and dated. 43" You
run no sk If you
piunt these sealed
seeds—(hiey are

BURPEE’S
“Best that Grow”

as honestly described, from notes
takea at our fumous FORDIIQOK
Fansg—tho largest trial grounds in
Amcrica. If not already received,
you should write TO-DAY for the
“Leading Amcrican Sced Cutalogue,”

W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Philadelphia,
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double flowers. Thisl<a new varicty and the
bewt white roso overoffered the public,. Quesm
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t roe0 known, 1is dei clous yerfumo
will Ml tho whelo yanl.
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roee comblnes exqulsito perfume with matchs
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{ with shading of ambor and malinon, Mademel.
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FRLE {gman. ¢ patd, lt&onwmatndu
centaforThelllustrated
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noaths) Mareh to Ivcceinber, You will f'“ﬂ
Talue In the paner, the rexular price of which
{380 centapersenr, Tho rvrosaroan abectutely
free gift L0 hooilo who anwrerthfandvt. These
rowearo n«ithe chionn, common
sort, but ‘are the most chalce
aclect!ian of modern rosca. )
;{v ) l‘:'u u‘;l"\':mr:‘m' wn foT sty one
oo LLisyear, 1CY &
ot the hmgat andh n;mng-mzmmhot‘u:
oountry and each b ould cost you
Florfrulturtsg 3 to 0 oentk. Warmantedtruoto
Perthormers, th-one pocaon In cach Lown he et
one THOND In cac
adrt. willbe glvrnthr:otye?onunn to recelve FREE elthera
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ho Hinstrated Companien u.hmu
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A% 0 OUP reenonsidility, we reler you in
e~ or the lrading TR 3
AR ION S5 BROLDWAT, NEW JORK, DHIT 3.

Load all, as thousanda of succsssful gardens-
e inalinectionnof the country can attest,
I€ you wantthe fintet garden you dave ev.
» YOU InUst plant Manle's Seods.

Our Beautiful New

Catalogue Free

0 allwho apply for it, It contalng every.
1hIng good, vid 0 new, In vegetadle, Sower,
ARG farm secds. sumnmer fowering dulde,
tC.,0tc. It han hundreds of {llustrations,
fonr colored plates, practioal o todhnncu-
Addrem

tural directions, and offers
WM. HENRY MAULE, Philodoiphin,

prizes, Write for it to-day.

TITIEAT

ey ey

axam >
Ayt SuRoQRA pareAR i

DA
cm e —

- -

ZIBEAB UL

—— ..

AP

PN

RS L U LIPS AL Al . he otk . SEINNK e
. e

~

E ™

r

[ENPE P8 LT PRILE " W

RS

et s Bra atn

YN B e el B BRAR LD -,

9. LABL A 4.

vo o TR0




