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turms show tiîat tbe inauguration of thîis
systenm satiu'fies the pîubic that postal
inotes are a safe auLd inexpeusive mencas of
remittîng rnouey.

Plate numiber 4 of thec 1 cent îîunieîal
issue bas beeîî reeivcd.

A fact iiot grenerally kuown is that each
poýa nîote lias the value wîtterniarkcd ini
tIîe pliePr.

The desîgui for the Imperial p)enny post-
11lgc stalnp bias beezi anuounce1. M r.
Mulock on returîîing froia <reat Blijtin
iîîvitcd eigsfrom a nîîîber of artists,
enibodving flic idea mbich lie had in bis
mind, but wheu thiese were subuiitted lie
fourid that tbey did flot nicet the ohject ln
view. Then hce sat dowvn and roughly
sketchig what lie wanted handed it to au1
artist that the lines miglît be skillfully
and. symmetrically drawn. Tlîe stamp
consiîsts of a neatly exccuted mal) of the
world iii miniature. The British posses-
sions are printed lu red, and these standl
out in bold relief against a dark back-
groundl. Surmounting this instructive
l)icture is a representation of the Crown,
underneatlî whîcb is a bunch of oak and
maple leuves, symholizing the unity of
England and Canada. At the upper edge
of the stamp are the words "Canada post-
age," in a neat letter. iJnderiteath the
map) i8 placed, "Xînas, 1898," bo that the
date of the inauguration of Inîperial penny
postage shail bie made a niatter of record.
Oîî each of the lower corners appears tlîe
figure "2," inuiicating the denomination of
the stanip, ani at the lower edge is this
suggestive passage, taken fromi the words
of one of our patriotic poets, "We hold a
vaster empire than huis been."

Scnd copy of adv. early for next number.

TJ. S. jottings.

By DOTTIE LONi.so.ME.

1 ica ru froin good authority tlîat there
will bie 11o spcial (lies in t.he proprietary

tamps of the prescrnt series. The greilt
nîaîîufactureri hîave ail agrrecd to refrain
froîn usiug special dies. If this is truc and
I hope it i2, collectors will again escape
what înight bc an imposition.

The tendency of the stamp rnarket is on
an improved. course; prices are gradually
going baek where tbey belong. Auction
prices are botter and sales more frequent.

Ail our revenue stamps are sýoon to appear
perforated. instead of roulettcd. This bit
of information is from a source that 1 be-
lieve to bc well founded. It miglit bie well
to f11l up ou the present set if you have not
already doue so.

The Newspaper stamps continue to
occupy thc attention of the shrewd collect-
ors. There of course can be no reason for
them not being sold to collectors and no
doubt something will shift so as to enable
ail of us to get them at better than face
value. Tbey neyer paid postage anyway,
what do coilectors want them so bad for?

It now sems to be a certainty that
Porto Rico and the 1>hilipines are to bie
colonies of this country. Wben the 13. S.
took up the cause of Cuba, that country
did not say ail they intended. Howcver
froin a stanip coliectors point of view it is
a splendid thingr for philately, that the
future of these once Spanish Colonies will
not be represcuted in pbilately with so
many unuecessary stamps. Our country
may not take immediate possession of ahl
the postal systcms of these colonies at once
but it i4 to be boped it will not be long
before Porto Rico stamps w- well as the
others, will be printed in English as weIl as
Spanish.
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