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This was a custom religiously observed from tae
voey remotest antiquity of the Christian era.

A few reasons for trequenting the table of the
Lordy and profiting by this ordinance :—

1. Jesus Christ has commanded his disciples to
do this in remembrance of him 5 and, were there
no other reason, this certainly must be deemed
sufficient by all thuse who 1espect lus authority
6 their ‘Feacher and Juldze,

2. As the oft-repeated sagrifices in the Jewish
churchy and particularly the passover, were in-
tended to point out the Son o(‘ God till hie came 3
s, it appears, our Wlessed Lord desipned thet the
cucharist should be a principal mean of keeping
in remembrance his passion and death 5 and thus
show forth Him who has died for our offcnees, as
the others did Lim who in the fultess of tene
Mauld die.

3. As itisthe duty of cvery Chuistian to receive
the holy euchariaty so it is the duty of every
Cunistiat minister to see that the people of God
neither neglect nior lese sisht of this ordinance.

< Qtis a stunding and inexpungable proof of
the authenticity of the Christian religion.

In Liis place a question of very steat impent-
ance wiouid be considered : Is the ungodliness of
the winister any prejudice of the ordinance itsell,
ot to the devout cominunicant? 1 answer, L.
Noae who 13 unzedly showld ever be permitted to
minister in holy things, an any pretence whate.
ver; and in tnis ordinzuce, in particular, no un-
Lallowed hind should ever be scen. 2. As the
benetit to be derived from the cucharist depends
eatirely on the presence and blessing of God, it
caunot be rcasonably expected, that he will work
tirough the instrumcntality of the proflizate or the
profencs  Many have idled away tieir time in
enueavouting to prove, ¢ that the ungodliness of
the inuister 18 no prejudice to the worthy com-
municant 2?7 But God has disproved this by tep
thousand instances, in wiich he has, in a gene-
ral way, withheld bis Divine anflucnce, hecause
of the wickedness or woithlessness of i who
aninistered, whether bisLop, pricsty miuister, or
Jpreacher.

Profanity and sin will certainly prevent the
Divine Spuit from realizing the sign in the souls
of worthless ministers and sinful communicants;
but the want of episcopal ordination in the person,
or consecration in the place, can ncver prevent
Him, who is not contined to temples made by
hands, and who sends by whom e will send.
from poming out his Spitit upon those who calt
fnit:xfullxy upon his name, and who go o meet
1lim in his appointed ways.

1 should prefer the sacrament to be ada.inister-
ed in our form. We must yield a little in inno-
cent matters to inveterate prejudice, bat kcc‘s\ as
neat toour | lan as you possibly cen.  Methodisn,
in Scotland was ruined by buiiding it by a Pres.
bytericn mnodel.  Keep this in your cye. You
should by all meaus give the sacrament to all
united with you : Do not send them clsewhere to
reccive it May the Holy Tiinity have you in
his coutinual keeping!

Seatcely any thing is more unbecoming than
to sce the mujuiity of communicants, a< soon as
they have received, posting ot of the ¢hureh or
chupel; so thit, at the couctusion of the ordi-
annce, very few are found to join together in a
guneral thanksaiving 1o God jor the benelits cone
ferred hy the passionand death of Chiist by means
of this blessed ordinauce.— L7, Jdam Claike.

Srerping 1N Irsvs—This eapression, ¢ slcep-
ing in Jusus,’? is one of the n.ost tender that can
be conceived. Dealit was never desciibed 25 a
sleep, in the sensc of a natural and short vepose,
10 be succeeded by the mom of a new and glorious
day, till the Gospel so proclaimed it.  The image
of sleep, indecd, as of a stein, interminahle stale
of inactivity and silence, hadd been long known s
but that of sleep, a5 of 2 child in the arms of a
n.other, to be followed by the trump of a hiessed
resurrection dawn, wes lint znnaunced in the
Christian revelation. Death now 1s only a brivt
ie : the body 1esting from its lalouts, and
the soul heing pregent with the Lord in holiaess
pad felicity.—Danil Wilson, Dishep of Calculta,
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Fatnudisterards appatent impossitilitice. whese
there is a command aud proinise of God.  The ef-
fott 10 believe is, often, that fzith by whicl the
soul is bealedo—Dr. 4. Clarke.
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

REFORMATION.—LUTHLR.

[coxcLtpEn.]

Tnr avzuments of Rome had been signally baf-
fled i these conferences 3 but she had means in
teserve which had oftencr achieved her victories,
The prting words of the Oflicial proneunced,
that s¢the Emperor, the defender of the Catholic
faithy was determined to do his duty 3?7 and the
full menace was tealized in an Imperial decree,
of the following month, declating Luther a schis-
matic and heretic. and placed under the ban of
the empire 3 @ tisht heing thus given to all men
to scize his person aud property, and those of his
adherents,  ‘T'he eacention o! this decree was de-
feated by a circumstance strongly displaying the
movident regard of the Elecwor Frederic for his
llustricus subject,

‘The Imperial herald, who had escorted Luther
as far as Liicdbers, had scarcely left him, when,
as he was travelliag alon s the boder of the Thu-
ringian toiest, he was seized, near the vitlage of
Schiweinz, by a puty of hotsemen in masks;
thence hurried back through the forest to the cas-
tle of Wartbury, an old residence of the Thuiin-
gian Landgraves, standmig ammong the mountains
near Issenach. ‘I'lis singular nrode of securing
#he persen, probably saved the life, of the great
Reformer,” But the solitude to which he was ne-
cessatily condemned, until some change should
be wrought in the Emperor, soon weasied the ac-
tive spirit that had been, for many ycars, perpe-
tually moving ameng the husiest circles of men;
and Luther would have gladly run the hazard of
returning to Wittembergz.  The monotony of his
seclusion, the change of his hiabits, and his natu-
ral dislike to the appearance of 2 censtraint, whiclt
fo the Last had somethinz of 1ny stery which it was
diflicult to solve, might have been sufficient to
justify his impaticnce.  But he had the higher
motive of diead, lest his absence at this most cri-
tical time of young Protestantisin might cither
expose the Cliurch to hazan!s, or dishonous his
cause hy the appearance of his having abandoned
1t for persenal censiderations.  This last feeling
seems to have peculiatly oppressed bim, He
writes to Mclancthou ;—

« For the lory of the Scriptures, and the con-
solation of mankind, I weuld rather subnit to a
violent death, than that you should think me lan-
enid in the cause.  Even though I should perish,
the word of God shall not perish 5 and vou, 1 hope,
like ancther Elisha, would succeed Elijzh,

& If thre Pope yroceed to atteck all who are of
my sentimenis, Getmany must be involved in tu-
mult; and the sooncr the attempt it made, the
sooncr will he end his abettors be defeated.”

But his solitude was not unproductive. He oc-
ctpicd his time in study, and from the monntain-
fortress of Warthurg issurd a snccession of power-
ful pesform=nees, which Le would pobably have
never found leasura to produce in the whiil of ac-
tive Jife. His ¢ Tract on Auricular Confession,”
showing its corruption of the useful and iunocent
custom of the primitive chureh into an instiument
of the cnpidity andavarice of Reme; his € Netes
on the Gospels,? his ¢ Letters to the Students of
Cifint,? en disrespect to the clersy, and his me-
snorable woik on the guilt and folly of monastic
vows, attest his dilizence s whale, fiom the ulter
abscurity of his retreat, amd the popular sympathy
felt for the imagined sufierings of the man and
the ministcr, they fell with a vast increase of
weight among the nation.

At lenzth news came from Wittembers that
made him brave the chances of Iinperial violence,
A\ professor of canon law had heen appointed in the
Uiiversity.  Against this law, oy the ancient aily
of the Popedom, he had waged the most deter-
wined hostility 3 and this appointment was teo
like 2 trivmph of the evil infiuence, to Yot him lie
tranquilly upon his pillow.  Ilesuddenly appear-
cd 2t Witteinharg, ready to mect the chain or the
stake for the honaur of truth.  But there he fonad
that his opinions k:ad taken too firm oot to be ea-
sily overpowered ; und that they were even pro-
duting wosults of the mest practical good. His
Aavastinian brcthiren had already abolished pri-
vate wmasses, one of the mott fucrative and scanda-

1ous resources of the Romish titual s and Legging
* ot the srder, the necessity of wearing the menk-
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ish dress, amd the perpetuity of the monhish vows,
were given up at the same time.

A singular antagomst was now to increase Lu-
ther’s celebiity.  Heary VIIL, jealous of fame
in every form, underiook the hazardous task of
overwhelming him, aguinst whom no adversary
had hitherto been able to stand.  Henry s answer
to the book on “°The Babylenish Captivity of the
Charch,” now tematnsonly as one of the idle mo-
numents of the aze of scholastic folly.  But Rome,
fittle suspecting the temperament of the man on
whom she lavished her pruiseyteceived his ¢ De-
fence of the Seven Sucraments® with grateful
pomp. ‘T'he volume was accortcd in full con-
cluvey aud the title of & Defender of the Fuith?
was conferretl, to swell for ever the honours of tha
British diademn.  But the title wasscarcely given,
when Henry’s defiance wurned into burlesque tho
short-sightedness of the great Infallible.

Luther, strong in the strength of his cause, fear-
ed nowman.  He suswered the monarch evenwith
less ceremony than the monk. is reply islearn-
ed and argumentative ; but, from what peculiar
circiunstance we cannot now discover, his style
is singulatly contemptuous. ‘“The controversial
habits of the age were harsh ; and Henry, unhe-
sitating as he was in his epithets, must hieve beea
astonished at finding himself so closely 1ivalled.

In this year Leo died, us was presumed, by

ison,

Luther’s absence from Wittemberg was but
temporary, On his return, he commenced the
great work that alone could give stability to his
cause—the transiation of the Sciiptures. The
first efforts of printing had been employed in the
promulgation of the Scriptures; and Germany
possessed translations of parts of the Bible so far
Lack as the year 1476, But they were few, re«
pulsive to the eye, and, from their Tudeness,
scarcely less repulsive to the understanding. Lua-
ther applied himself for a year to the study ofthe
otiginal Janguages ; and in 1522, commenced his
colossal work. ~His own account of his purjoses,
to Spalatin, is brief but ¢lear:—

¢ 1 translated not only Johu’s Gospel, but the
whole of the New Testament, in ‘my Patmos.
But Melaucthon and 1 have begun to revise the
whole of its and it will, by the blessing of God,
do us credit. Wesometimes need your assistance
1o direct us to suitable modes of expressicn 3 pre-~
pare yoursalf, therefore ; but supply us only with
such words as are simple, and avoid all that axe
confined in their use to the camp, or the court,
We wish the work tobe distinguisbed by the sig-
Flicity of its style.?

Matthew®s Gospel was published first; then
Mutk’ss then the Epistle to the Romaus. The
cutire New Testament appeared as early zs Sep-
tember, 1522, To promote tho circuiation, the
volume was made ?s cheap as possible ; and the
parts were also published scparately.  Luther’s
still more arduous labour, the translation of the
Old ‘Testzment was instantly commenced. Anad
he thus writes on the 24 of Noveinber :—

¢ In iny translation of the Old Testament, lam
only in Leviticus. It isinconceivable Low much
writiug Jette:s, business, convetsation, and many
ether things, have interrapted n?‘ progress. lam
now determined to stut myself up and use des-
patch, so that the fivehouks of Moses may be sent
to press by January,

4 We shall print them scparately.  After that
we shall proceed to the listeiical parts of Scrip-
ture, and, lastly, to the Prophets.  The size and
itice Tender it necessaty 10 make those divisions
in the publication,”

The Romish advocates twere up in arms on the
appearance of a work which has been always fa-
tal to the delusioas of Rome 3 but it was reccived
witl joy by tic people, and Luther exultingly
saw it spread to the borders of the land.  This
transletion still stonds ot (he bead of all the Ger-
nan versiors,  Iis simplicity, force, and dignity
have had no 1ivals ; and, like our own auttoiized
version, it is appealed to as the fucst example of
the old nativnal tonzue.

The Reformation had inly assumed a form,
and its success brought with it the usual concomi-
tents of worldly foruine.  Anibitions minds began
to discover iu it a meansof public distinction ; and
the first sctious anxieties which Luther felt weie
awskenced by the spisit of partisanship. Carolos-
tacius had the weakness of ambition ; and intelli-
gence reached Warthurg, that he was urging him-
selfinto a name by tash attacks ou the public



