HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

455

make their landing, under an escort of two
gun-boats, commanded by Captain Muleaster,
the whole under the immediate direction of
the land and naval commanders-in-chicf. They
had procceded but a short distance, when a
convoy of American boats, loaded with troops
were descried doubling Stony Point, on their
way from Oswego, to Sackett’'s Harbour. The
Indians who had previously landed upon an
island fired upon them as they passed, and
threw them into confusion, when the boats
and batteaux bore down and capturcd twelve
of them, with,about one hundred and fifty
men: the remainder escaped into Sackett’s
Harbour. Zhe landing was then deferred
until the next morning, while the Americans
raised the alarm and withdrew a detachment
of their troops posted upen Iorse Island, at
the mouth of the harbour, and assumed a
position on the Main, opposite a ford, leading
from the island to the mainland, where they
were reinforced by a body of militia, under
General Brown, and prepared for 2 vigorous
defence.” This is additional testimony ds to
the delay, and we must further remark that,
all the American accounts concur in stating
that the British appeared off the port on two
successive days. One, indeed, writes, “the
delay and indecision on the part of the British
brouglit in from the neighbouring counties a
considerable number of militia, who, naturally
thinking the cnemy were afraid, betrayed
great cagerness to join the contest.” All
these proofs are necessary, as none of the
statements we have given are contained in Col.
Bayne's letter,* from which it can only be

gathered that the attack failed in consequence
of the ships not being able to near the shore.
Nor is a syllable to be found relative to waste
of time through which the opportunity,
afforded by the previous fair wind, had been
lost, but only an allusion to the continuation
of the light and adverse winds, and the in-
sufficiency of the gun-boats to accomplish
what the larger vessels, “ still far off " might
have done. It is not often that we have
occasion to complain ofa “ muddled dispatch,”
but assuredly the one in question seems
written for the express purpose of making
the best out of what was a very discreditable
affair to Sir George Prevost. A shade of
excuse for the loss of time is to be found in
Christie as he represents the attack as begun
on the first day, and only interrupted by the
capture of prisoners, to secure whom it was
perhaps necessary to return to the ship,
rendering it thus too late for further operation
on that day; but cven thisisa poor excuse,
and the trifling delay, had an energetic officer
been in command, would have been soon re-
paired, the fair wind profited by, and the
attack of the troops covered by the fire from
the large vessels of the squadron.

To return, however, to the attack which
was finally made early on the morning of the
29th. It began by a mistake, and the troops
were landed on Horse Island, “where,”
(according to James,) * the grenadicr company
of the 100th, which formed the advance,
meeting with some slight opposition from a
six-pounder mounted en barbetle, as well ag
from three or four hundred militia, stationed

*From Adjutunt-General Baynes to Sir Geofge
Prevost.
Kingston, May 80th, 1813.
Sir,—I have the honour to report to your
Excellency, that in conformity to an arranged
plan of operations with Commodore Sir James
Yeo, the fleet of boats assembled a-stern of his
ship, at 10 o'clock on the night of the 28th
jastant, with the troops placed under my com-
mend, snd, led by a gunihoat, urder Caplain
Mulcaster, royaluavy,proceeded towards Sackett's
Harhour; in the order prescribed tothe troops,
in case the detachment was obliged to march in
eolumn, viz:—the grenadier company, 100th,
with one section of the royal Scots, two comparies
of the 8th, (or King's,) four of the 104th, two of
tho Canadian voltigcurs, two six pounders, with
their gunners, and a company of Glengarry Jight
infantry,were embarked on board alightschooner,

which was proposed to be towed, undér the

directions of officers of the navy, so as to insure
the guns being landed in time to support the
advance of the troops. Although the night was
dark, with rain, the boats assembled in the
vicinity of Sackett’s Harbour, by one o'clock, in
compact and regular order; and in this position
it wag intended to remain until the day broke, in
the hope of cffecting & landing before the enemy
could be prepared to line the woods with troops;
which surrounded the coast; but, ; s
s strong current drifted the boats considerably,
while the darknesss of the night, and'ignorance:
of the coast, prevented them from recovering
their proper station until the day dawnad, when
the whole pulled for the point of debarkation.

It wag my intention to have landed in the
cove formed by Horse Island, but, on approaching
it, we discovered that the enemy were fully
prepaied, by a very heavy fire of musketry from-
the surrounding woods, which were filled with




