
and took up the fighit %vith MNr. Davit.
'l'liey calicd a great nmeeUng. af the Irish
tenant-farniers in Dubillinl and there organ-
ized the Irish National L.and ) eague.
Tlhis became anc of tlic most powerful
organizations of its kind ever ktirmwn in
Irel,.nJ. Ail classes rushed inta its ranks.
'l'he close of this year broughi on the
horrible sigli of the famine-spectre.
Me-fssrs. Parnell and Dillon hiurried off to
.\nienica ta seek aid for their star-viingÏ
people. But ere that aid could reachi the
people, the dre.-ded famine wvas upon themi.
%Vlhat a lîarvest af dcath here would have
beenl, liad flot American generosity been
aroused by the cries of a nation iii hung-er
MnI. l'arnell's mission toAmerica brouight in
a quarter of a million of dollars. And what
did the Britishi Governnent do ? W'iat an
awful truth !It did noîhing, abIsolutely
nothing, ta relieve its ownu starving subjects.
'l'lie L.and WVar was now in ull progress.
'l'lie Leagyue %as engageci in feeding the
famiine-stlrickeni p)eople, ivlîi le the landlords
wcere busy endeavoring ta cast themi from
tlîeir homes. Rýesistance 'vas offéred
occasionally and sonietiînes wih success.
AIl the tinie i\r. i )avitt wvas busy îvit
thic g'rave cares that now rested upon
his shoulders. Parliamient next 'vas
dissolved and a inew election was sprung,
tilpon the country with, little or no warning.
H-ere again Mn. 1)avitt showcd his
wondenful ab.Hities.

In the ne'v pariient, the Irish Party
W4as nciuich strarIcer thar. it hiad even
hitherto been. 'lle T'ories under Lord
Beaconsfield suflèred a mast disastrous
defeat at the polis an-d Mr. Gladstone mias
triuniphantly rearred ta power. But now
,lie crises liad came ; the Irish nation iras
up in its wrath, against landlondismi. The
Landiord Party ivas aivane of the danger
in store for tleie and no pains were spaned
by thei to nialign the people af Ireland,
especialiy the l eague, in E nigland. T rue,
tlic people, e\cited and enraged against
the landiords, notwithstanding the inany
%wiring words spoken ta them, by tiein
Ieiders, especiallv by Mr. Davitt, olten
give way to regrettable excesses. These,
were exaggerated a thousand-fold by the
t'Ie tbey had gone the rounds or tie
1Entglishi Pcess. The effect of ail this was
iiiost damnaging ta Ir-ish iirterests. The nieni-
b)ers of the new governnîent first appeared
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1uite %villing ta deal justly id the Jrislî
people. 1'ley wveré, even cbarged by flue
apposition with having dangerous symîpa-
thies withi Inishi Homie Rulers. Noir,
lîowevc-r, tlîey gave away under the pressulre
of l3ritish public opinion, and broughi iii
ai new measure ta countenact the cliarges
af their oppallentS: a coercion act for
Ireland. Lt is needless ta dwell on this,
suffice iL ta sa>', it sl)oiied mnany af tlie
t'fod effects initendcd b)y tliat great
nicasure of refarnui successfully îassed by
iMr. G3ladstone, the Irish band Bill.
Ini tie close af tlic year 'So, and tlîe
heg"innling of 'Si, tlîe Irisli leaders ivere
subjcctcd ta a niost severe trial. One and
ail, they ivere cast inta prison clîarged
%vitlî " having cons1 )ired ta inipoverisli
landlords by inducing tenants ta refuse ta
pa>' their lawful debts." Mn. 1)avitt was
amongy tlîe nuniber. 1-Te iras released an
flie 6th of 'May, 1882, the day on whichi
the worst fruits of the Caencion Act ivere
real)Cd, tlîe 7day af tlue intrder af Lord
Cavendishî and Thos. B3urke. Again in
'83 MNr. Davitt was cailed uî-in ta answer
for bis fideliy ta tlie Irish people and as

aonetnce once mare faund hiniself
within the prison-walls ai Portland. As a
pratest iailst snicb treat ment lie iras
elected ta Parliamient by the Cainty

Teh. Ile House, however, declared
him disqualified, oiving ta tue fact that
the fui] terni af luis finst imprisannient lîad
not yet exp)ired. I-lis disqjualification was
afterwards remîoved, but lie furiy refused
ta accelît a seat, declaring thiat lie liad
resolved to enter the B3ritish House af
Conm-onsi oniy wben the gaverrninrt in
pawer wvould be ready ta grant Ireland
lier riglis) Home Rule. He kept lus
promiuse.

He aftenwards visited Anuierica and
brauight back with hirri lus 1)artner for life,
a hàridsanie bride. His noble stand in
tlîat farnous trial "The T'imes vs. Parnell"
is toa well knoivni ta need repetitian liene.
In later years hi:; devotion to tlue old cause

lias been nîo less ardent tban it 'vas in the
eanilier dayz. of the League. He entened
Parlianient '%*t tfl Ue first Home Rule
Government t îat ever 'vent iîuto power.
1k took a farenîost paurt whiie fluere.
F[is -,ords ai misdoni, spoken an the
floor >f that historic cbamber, ivene read
the mmDld aver, and adnîired, by ail. Hle


