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dinary, s)4tenî of Roman architecture con-
sists of hieavy stone bl,-cks on which were
superl)osed a strongly ceniented brick
structure. T1'le Coliseumi is an exception;
fromi lowest foundation to loftiest sumniiiit
it is one mass of Tivolian stone, a kind of
fire-resisting- marble. On the -round
level arc twvo circular porticos conipletely
embracing.1 the whole edifice. The exterior
portico opened on the initerior as well as
on the stairway by which access was
gained to the superior porticos. Through
these superior porticos the crowds pressed
on the (steps) grades whence a full
view of the arena ivas obtained.
The outer porticos served as shelter
from heat and rain They were em-
bellished by four differecit kinds of
architecture, each of w~hich brings its own
quota of beauty to the noble structure.
The Donic cornes first distinguished for
simplicity and strength ; this is principally
ernployed in the inferior pillars, in the
arches and colunins in demni-relief. Next
cornes the Ionic whose distinguishing
feature ;s the volute of its Capitol. It
orrnarents the arches of the first story as
well as the pilasters ivithout colurmis. The
Corinthian succeeds the llonic. Thr
architect by a graduation of styles evi-
dently studied effect as well as solidity.
This most delicate of ail architectural
orders with ils olive leaf or acanthus
adorned capital, beautifies the.pilasters and
cinters of the porticos of the third story.
Here the arches cease, and the topmost
story consisis of large windowvs with, united
pilasters of the composite order. Fromi its
very nature the composite ore.er is admnir-
ably fitted for terminating this %vonderful
piece of architecture. So called be-
cause the capital is comiposed of the Ionic
order graited upon the Corinthian, it
retains the sanie Proportion, the sanie
general character as the Coninthian, %vithi
the exception of the capital in which the
Ionic echinus and volutes are introduced,
and the CoTinthin caulicoli aTe left oUt.
It restiues, as it were, ail the preceding
orders, and forrns the diadcrn of thce Col-
iseuni's royal liead. ]3etween the large
windows of the upper stoiy appear the
consoles that supported the wooden
beamis niounted with bronze destined to
bear the weight of the velarium.

The porta Is of the Coliseum are of two
kinds. The large, two .-i number, are at

the narrow end of the S.'al, and are re-
mnarkable for beauty and prol)ortioli. One
faces the ('apitol, the othier looks in the
direction of St. John's. T1'heir di.s1parity
of dimensions is expflained by the fact
that tAie gladiators entercd by the Capito-
lian door. while the niachin-ry and appli-
ances enîployed in the ganies gained en-
trance by the larger one. The smaller
liortals extend to the right and left of the
large ones. They nunîber eighky in al],
and go around the edifice;- they still pre-
serve above their centers the nuinbers in
order, thereby indicating to every class of
citi-iens the entrance by which they
might easily find their appointed
places. There is, hoiever, an ex-
ception deserving special attention: one
of the portals directly opposite the Con-
stantine Arch lias no number. What is
the reason for this omission? Is it an
accident ? Research is of opinion that the
numberless entrance is the iniperial one.
its position and decoration and especially
the vast hall by which il terminates al
scem 10, confirin the conjecture.

Let us hasten to gain a view of the in-
terior. The Coliseuin has an imipressive
effect on the visitor w~hen seen froin the
outside, but it is only when the pilgrirn
finds himiself on the spot once bedewed with
the blood of so nîany Christian martyrs
that it can be truly said to be sublime.
But few years hiave elapsed since the
writer had that privilege, and aniidst the
vicissitudes of lite the souvenir is as
strorig and as fresh as that of the bnight day
wh'en he flrst beheld it. Glorious old
Coliseumn k-cep thy perennial freshiness,
and be more inîposing in thy muin than
the temples of other rites in ail their un-
injured beauty.

Penetrating mbt the interior, our atten-
tion is first fixed on the arena. The amena
is the ernpty sîlace irn %hich the combats
tc'ok place. In the centrme %vas raised the
portable altar on which 'vas ininiolated
the human victini. On duis vemy spot in
later timies 'vas placed a large cross.

The arena of the Colistnini is 285 ft. in
lengîh, 182 ft. in breadth anO 748 f t. in cir-
cunifemence. l'le present level of the Coli-
seuîîî is tuIly fifteen feet above ilie zincient
one. The preservation of the massive
ruiii dernanded this, and it 'suerned be-
coniing to the Sovereign Pontiff, that the
ground sanctified by the blood oi so many


